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FOREIGN ARMIES AND OURS. 
e ENERALS WRIGHT and BARNARD, and Colonel 
MICHIE, who went to Europe several months ago 
for the purpose of studying the present condition of 








military engineering abroad, have returned, and, 
like all officers who go front our country, they have 
but one report of the courtesy and frankness with 
which they were received. With every opportunity 
for observation, they found, however, that there was 
but little for us to learn from the study of European 
examples. The matter of improvement in fortifica 
tions is in much the same condition abroad as 
it is here. Even in England, where labor and 
iron are cheap, the authorities hesitate at the 
enormous expense involved in the adoption of 
iron to strengthen forts, and, so far as we can learn, 
it has not thus far been actually applied in a single 
instance. Economical Germany is ‘still slower to 
embark in such an expenditure, and self-confident 
France has but just come to learn what need she has 
of the utmost resources of fortification. In torpe- 
does Austria takes the lead, and the investigation 
into her system was prolific in valuable suggestions 
as to what is immediately practicable. England is 
following substantially the same system as Austria. 

The fact that France and Prussia were at war 
naturally interfered somewhat with the opportuni- 


ties of the commission for observation in the direct 
line of their duty as engineers. This was much 
more than compensated for, however, by the occa- 
sion it gave for a mparison of the relative effi- 
ciency of European and American troops for the ac- 
tual work of war. The judgment of all our officers 
who have gone abroad concurs with our own in the 
opinion that we suffer nothing by the comparison: 
When one nation goes on such a conquering way as 
Germany has pursued for the last quarter, or, more 
correctly, last half year, it naturally becomes a 


point of curious speculation for each sister nation as 
to whether her supremacy would be equally great 
against al/ antagonists. She has whipped France. 
Can she whip ws? The answer of the officers among 
us, with probably the only intelligent and authori- 
tative information on this interesting subject, is No. 
And no American officer who has followed the daily 
story of this war will believe that Spicheren Hill 
would have been taken, even by the determined 
von STEINMETZ, had our veterans held its crest; or 
that an American army of 120,000 men would have 
been pushed back from the woods and hills west of 
Metz, as BAZAINE was in the middle of August. 
Nor would this opinion be based alone on the belief 
in the mettle and endurance which every one sup- 
poses his own countrymen to have in superior meas- 
ure, but upon a critical examination of the means 
adopted to secure success. 

It is a remarkable fact that with all the eagerness 
of foreign governments to study our methods, and 
the number of officers maintained by them in our 
armies, the present war proves that they have 
profited but little by the lessons they received here. 
Warfare in our wooded and rugged country quickly 
developed the value of the spade as the complement 
of the rifle, and with us intrenching in the field 
became so much a matter of course that the men set 
to work without order, and an hour's lull in a bat- 
tle would see lines of shallow ditch and low embank- 
ment spring up for miles. To the entire neglect of 
this precaution by the French must be attributed 
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in no small measure their constant failure. They | eight deaths from sickness and four from casualties, 
have not plied the spade as they should have done; | an improvement in the former over previous years. 
and from what we hear, we should say the Ger-| Among the colored troops the deaths were fifteen 


mans are almost equally negligent. There are no 
written tactics for spade manceuvres, and therefore 
they are not appreciated by the schoolmen, even in 
so practical a service as that of Prussia. 

Officers in the British army, who have been con- 
vinced by personal observation here or by study of 
the value of our system of field intrenchment, strug- 
gle in vain with the cast-iron prejudices of their su- 
periors, who are precisely where our own authorities 
were in the earlier days of our war, when we were 
exhorted to throw aside our shovels on the plea 
that we were engaged in an “offensive campaign. 
Arguments that the most stupid of American mili- 
tary critics would be ashamed to advance now are 
still gravely urged by intelligent officers in England 
and elsewhere. One English officer who inquired 
for some American work on the importance of field 
intrenchments was astonished on learning that we 
have*no such work, for the reason that we should 
as soon think of arguing the question of putting 
muskets as spades in the hands of troops. 

In a war where unfailing vigor is opposed to ever- 
failing weakness, it is almost impossible to judge of 
the value of the means employed. The machine 
that moves so smoothly may be altogether deranged 
by @ very slight obstruction thrown among its 
wheels. The German army, with its divided columns, 
depending upon the excellent cavalry service for its 


security on the march, has passed over France, now 


spreading out and streaming over the country, now 
closing for a heavy blow, with a regularity of move- 
ment that would make this campaign wonderful had 
there been no Sedan and no Metz. Two great wars 
have proved the value of General von MoLTKE’'s 
system: “ Divided on the march, united in battle 4 
(Getrennt marschiren, vereint schlagen). But neither 
in 66 nor now in '70 has he found an enemy 
who has seized the right moment for derang- 
ing this beautiful but delicate movement. With 
more foresight then on the part of Saxony, 
and more military skill now on the part of 
the Emperor’s masters in Paris, we should have 
seen what we have still to wait for, a fair test of the 
great strategist’s method. We have no desire to see 
von Mo.Lrke lose any of the laurels he wears so de- 
servingly, and we do not think he will lose them. 
His instructive methods have as yet found no copy- 
ist and no fit antagonist ; and he will have to wear 
out a long term of years if he lives to see the genius 
who shall break his strong lines. 

Our observers are returning from ‘the field, and 


from disease and four from casualties per thousand. 
Here we have figures for the philosopher, and the 
nearly double mortality among the black in com- 
| parison to the white men is a circumstance as im- 
_portant in a social asa military sense. The deaths 
| were one to ninety-four cases treated. According 
to this report, we are far from having left our war 
entirely behind us; for within the past year there 
were more than twenty-two thousand applications 
for information in regard to soldiers who had been 
‘in hospital. We are promised the speedy publica- 
tion of the first volume of the medical history of 
the war, and it will be waited for with expectation 
as well by statisticians as by medical men. It will 
contain tables of the sickness, mortality, and dis- 
charge of soldiers, and settle the much disputed cost 
‘of our war in human life. The menagement of the 
departmental publications is creditable to the coun- 
try, and the Surgeon-General mentions with just 
pride the fact that the latest standard books on 
surgery in English, French, and German, all borrow 
'the greater part of their illustrations from the speci- 
| mens in our Army medical museum. We are of 
those who believe that a service like this is not to be 
/measured by the amount of money expended, nor 
‘even by the pride of professional honor, but by the 
greatness of our duty to the kindliest and most hu- 
| mane profession followed by men. 





NorTwITHsTANDING the pressure upon our columns 
this week, we make room for a portion of General 
GARFIELD’s oration on General THomas before the 
Society of the Army of the Cumberland. The ora- 
tion divides itself naturally into two parts: one 

covering the general observations on the character 
‘of this great soldier, and his history previous to the 
war of the Rebellion, the other relating to his histo- 
ry during the war in which he bore so signal a part. 
We publish the first part, but must reserve the sec- 
ond for another time. The immediate interests of 
'the day so crowd upon our attention as to leave us 
| no opportunity to turn aside, as we hoped to, that 
we might dwell for a moment upon the example of 
this noble life; yet we could have added nothing to 
what General GARFIELD has so fittingly said. The 
‘oration is in every way worthy of its author, and 
its subject; more we could not say. 


| HE little successes which the Germans have from 
day to day are by no means unimportant. Besides 
the military or political value of the places they oc- 
| cupy, their gain in’prisoners and material is something 





we may congratulate ourselves on having had men | astonishing. A thousand prisoners an d twenty-six 
there so well able to grasp in a glance the value of cannon a day was their average for fourteen days 
the contending armies in comparison to our own. | , tor the surrender of Metz; and two forts capitu- 
That observation proves that besides all the moral | lated to them in each of the two weeks. From 
causes of weakness on the part of the French, they | August 4, the day of Weissenburg, to November 12, 
have also military deficiencies which they must) is one hundred days, and in this time 350,000 
make up by coming to us; and that even the) prenchmen fell into the hands of the Germans, or 
Germans, with all their highly organized army, their | 3,500 a day. 
soldiers trained in drill and in rifle practice, would find Pome art aap oy = WO po 
it difficult to confront with success an army schooled | mon of his command offering to furnish them with coun- 
- | terfeit money for distribution at very liberal — _ 

; . » Source sa a hi : .| other writes to inquire as to the existence of who 
THE report of the nighearepleg tr ™~, v hich we are et ic dn yemEe. tact shiet ° New 
unable to publish this week in full, shows that with York has an sbundance of such staniens rm a oni 
an Army strength of 29,022 white and 3,407 colared | ¢o pone of them can money be sent with expectation of 
troops, the whole number of men on the sick list dur- receiving a return. As any one who deals ener a 
: oF 9 158 | must, however, be as dishonest as they, he not only dor 
ing the year was 62,580, or 2,156 per thousand, gol- | serves to lose his money, but if he is in the Army, hg 





in even a fiercer contest than that of France. 


‘diers, For each thousand white men there jere | deserves to be court-martialled — 


| 
















































































262 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 





Decemper 10, 1870. 











THE ARMY. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 


War Department, ADJUTANT GencRAt’s OFFICE, 
Wasaineron, November 27, 1870. 
General Orders No. 120. 


Fifty dollars will hereafter be charged «gainst the pay of 


any enlisted man who shall lose through carelegsneas, or dis- 
pose of, a breech-loading musket of the Sharp or Remington 
pattern. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 


E. D. Townseyp, Adj utant-General. 
War Department, AndsuTaANT-GENERAL’S OFFice, i 
Wasuinaron, December 2, 1870 

General Orders No. 121. 

The following instructions are issued for the guidance of 
all concerned : 

Each officer of the Army will keep a postage memorandum 
book, in which will be entered ali official postage paid by 


him, giving, in each case, the amount, date, and address of | 


the person to whom sent, or from whom received. _ 

In rendering his account to the paymaster for reimburse- 
ment, he need only state the aggregate sum charged for the 
period embraced. But in certifying the correctness of his 
account in the,usual form, he shall add, ‘‘ The sum charged is 
the true awount as verified by my postage book.”’ 

Officers wiil preserve their postage books, to be produced 
when calied for, as they may become subjects of useful refer- 
ence to establish facts, dates, ete. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 


E. D. Towxsenp, Adjutant-General. 
War Department, ApsvTaANT-Gexerav’s Orrice, i 
Wasaixeron, December 3, 1870. 
Generai Orders No. 122 

As soon as practicable after the receipt of this order Com- 
ponies A, B, C, and E, of the Battalion of Engineers, will be 
reduced to eighty-three enlisted men each, having the proper 
proportions of sergeants, corporals, and first and second class 
privates, and Company D will be reduced to ten sergeants 
and ten privates. 

The reductions will be made by discharging such men as 
may be selected, aud by the transfer from one company to 
another of such men as may desire to remain in the service 
and are considered suitable for it. 

As soon as Company E is reorganized it will proceed to 
West Point, N. Y., to aid in the instruction of cadets in prac- 
tical engineering, and small detachments from Company 
will be stationed at Jefferson Barracks and Yerba Buena 


Island as keepers of the engineer property at those posts ; the | 


remainder of Company D will be stationed temporarily at 
Willet’s Point. 

The Chief of Engineers will give the necessary orders for 
carrying the above into effect. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. Townsenp, Adjutant-General. 
War Departmest, ApJuTantT-GeNERAL’S OrFice, } 
Wasutneton, December 5, 1870 
General Orders No. 123. 

The reports of ‘‘ Forage Issued” (Quartermaster’s Form 
6, Revised Army Regulations, 1863), specially excepted from 
the operations of General Orders No. 60, May 14, 1870, from 
this office, will hereafter be rendered quarterly instead of 
monthly. 

By order of the Seoretary of War. 

E. D. Towysenp, Adjutant-General 
ABSTRAOT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 
Tesued from the Adjutant-General?s Office for the werk 
December 5, 1870, 
Tuesday, November 29. 

THE leave of absence granted First Lieutenant Peter 

D. Vroom, Jr., Third Cavalry, in Special Orders No. 130, 


erdin, 


September 16, 1870, from headquarters Military Division | 


of the l’acifio, is hereby extended four months. 

Permission to delay thirty days in complying with so 
much of Special Orders No. 276, October 14, 1870, from 
this office, as directs him to report to the commanding 
general Department of Dakota for duty in his départ- 
ment, is hereby granted Major George W. Candee, pay- 
master. 

Leave of absenve for ninety days, to take effect at such 
time after the 1st of January, 1371, as his services can 


D | Captain William P. Wilson, unassign 


| 1870, from headquarters De 


| Pacfiic coast. 
Stafford will return to his home and await orders. 


in William R. Smedberg, unassigned, mustering 


|and disbursing officer at San Francisco, California, will 


(in consequence of his retirement under General Orders 


No. 119, November 25, 1870, from this office) transfer the 
funds, property, and records of his office to Major Sam- 
uel Breck, assistant adjutant-general, who will, from the 
date of transfer, conduct the business as directed by ex- 
isting nae and instructions. 

First Lieutenant Charles L. Cooper, unassigned, is 
hereby relieved from duty as Indian agent, and will 
await orders. 


Thursday, December 1. 


On their own applications, the following transfers of 


superintendents of national cemeteries are hereby an- 
nounced: Superintendent Charles Fitchett from the 
cemetery at Arlington, Virginia, to that at Fredericks- 
| burg, Virginia; Superintendent Edwin H. Harner from 
the cemetery at Fredericksburg, Virginia, to that at Ar 
|lington, Virginia. Superintendent Harner will proceed 
without delay to Arlington, Virginia, and assume charge 
|of the cemetery at that place. The Quartermaster’s De- 
| partment will furnish the necessary transportation. Su- 
perintendent Fitchett will join his new station without 
delay and at his own expense. 

At his own request, under the provisions of the act of 
| Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, First Lieu- 
tenant Gustayus Schreyer, Sixth Cavalry, is, by direction 
of the President, hereby honorably discharged the ser- 
vice of the United States. He is entitled to travelling 
allowances. 

At his own request, under the provisions of the act of 
Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, Captain 
Augustus G. Tassin, Twelfth Infantry, is, by direction 
of the President, hereby discharged the service of the 
| United States. He will be allowed, under section 24 of 
| the act approved July 15, 1870, ten cents per mile from 
| his station to his residence. 

At his own request, under the provisions of the act of 
Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, First Lieu- 
tenant Thomas L. Alston, unassigned, is, by direction 
of the President, hereby honorably discharged the ser- 
vice of the United States, to take effect Deeember 31, 
1870. 

So much of Special Orders No. 272, paragraph 2, Ovto- 
ber 12, 1870, from this office, as honorably discharges 
ed, to take effect 
| October 15, 1870, is, by direction of the President, hereby 
amended to take effect October 23, 1870, the date he 
ceased duty. 

First Lieutenant Joseph 8S. Stafford, unassigned, is 
hereby authorized to draw pay in advance for one month 
before starting with recruits to the Pacific coast. 

Paragraph 1, Special Orders No. 152, November 12, 
tment of the Columbia, 
assigning First Lieutenant W. I. Sanborn, unassigned, 
to special duty in that department, is hereby confirmed. 


Friday, December 2. 


At his own request, under the provisions of the act of 
Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, First Lieu- 
tenant M. J. Amick, Tenth Cavalry, is, by direction of 
the President, hereby discharged the service of the Uni- 
ted States. He will be allowed, under section 24 of the 
act approved July 15, 1870, ten cents per mile from Wash- 
ington, D. C., to his residence. 

Second Lieutenant Henry W. Torbett, Eleventh In- 








| fantry, will report in person to Colonel Pennypacker, 


president of the retiring board convened at Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, by Special Orders No. 194, August 9, 
1870, from this office, for examination. 

At his own request, under the provisions of the act of 
Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, First Lieu- 
tenant John H. Purcell, Twenty-first Infantry, is, by di- 
rection of the President, hereby discharged the service of 
| the United States. He will be allowed, under section 24 
of the act approved July 15, 1870, ten cents per mile 
from his present station to his residence. 

Upon the recommendation of the Chief of Ordnance, 
First Lieutenant George D, Ramsay, Jr., Ordnance Depart- 
ment, is hereby relieved from duty at Allegheny Arsenal, 
Pennsylvania, and will relieve Captain 8. C. Lyford, 
Ordnance Department, in the command of Charleston 
Arsenal, South Carolina. Captain Lyford, when relieved, 





best be spared by his post commander, is hereby granted 
Second Lieutenant H. F. Leggett, Twenty-fourth Infan- | 
try. 

"Permission to delay rejoining his proper station, upon 
the expiration of his present leave of absence, is hereby 
granted Lieutenant Colonel] Cuvier Grover, unassigned, 
until he is assigned to a regiment. 

Leave of absence for three months on surgeon’s certi- 
ficate of disability is hereby granted Second Lieutenant 
William N. Williams, Third Infantry. 

Leave of absence until December 31, 1870, is hereby 
granted First Lieutenant Ira W. Trask, Ninth Cavalry, 
to take effect upon the receipt of the order discharging 
him from the service of the United States. 

Captain James A. Hearn, unassigned, will report in 
person without delay to Colonel Pennypacker, president 
of the retiring board convened at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, by Special Orders No. 194, August 9, 1870, from 
this office, for examination before the board. 

¢ Wednesday, November 30. 

The leave of absence heretofore granted First Lieuten- 

ant D. H. Kelton, unassigned, is hereby extended ten 


da 

The telegraphic order of the 26th instant, and para- 
graph 4, Special Orders No. 532, November 2%, 1870, from 
this offic:, confirming the same, directing Lieutenant- 
Colonel Wessels, superintendent General Recruiting Ser- 
vice, Cincinnati, Ohio, to detail Captain E. F. Thompson, 
u igned, to accompany a detachmentof recruits from 
New York city to the Pacific coast, is hereby reyoked. 

Lieutemant-Colonel Wessels, superintendent General 
Recruiting Service, will detail First Lieutenant Joseph 
S. Stafford, unassigned, to accompany from New York | 
city a detachment of recruits, now under orders for the | 








will report in person without delay to Major-General 
Halleck, commanding Military Division of the South, 
for duty. These orders will be obeyed under special in- 
structions from the Chief of Ordnance. 

At his own request, under the provisions of the act of 
Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, Captain Wil- 
liam J, Broatch, unassigned, is, by direction of the Presi- 
dent, hereby honorably discharged the service of the Uni- 
ted States, to take effect December 31, 1870. 

First Lieutenant James L. Mast, Second Artillery, will 
report in person without delay to Brigadier-General Ord, 
president of the retiring board convened at San Francis- 
co, California, by Special Orders No. 194, August 9, 1870, 
from this office, for examination before the board. 

At his own request, under the provisions of the act of 
Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, First Lieu- 
tenant John F. Cluley, Twenty-first Infantry, is, by di- 
rection of the President, hereby honorably discharged the 
service cf the United States. He will be allowed, under 
section 24 of the act approved July 15, 1870, ten cents per 
mile from his present station to his residence. 

The telegraphic order of the 29th ultimo, from this of- 
fice, directing Colonel Blake, superintendent Mounted 
Recruiting Service, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, to 
relieve First Lieutenant Edwin C. Gaskill, unassigned, 
from duty at once, is hereby confirmed. 

Saturday, December 3. 

By direction of the President, Lieutenant-Colonal J. 
W. Davidson, ‘lenth Cavalry, is. at his own request, 
hereby relieved from duty as professor of military tactics 
at the Kansas State Agricultural College, and will pro- 
ceed to join his regiment, ‘This order to take effect Jan- 
uary 1, 1871. 


Upon coraplétion of this duty Lieutenant 


on duty at Fort Ellis, Montana Territory, will be dis- 
charged the service of the United States upon the receipt 
of this order at the place where he may be serving 

The telegraphic order of the 2d instant, from this of- 
fice, authorizing First Lieutenant David H- Cortelyou, 
Ninth Cavalry, to »wait the result of the action of the 
retiring board in his case, is he reby confirmed 

Monday, December 5. 

Captain C. A. Hartwell, unassigned, will report in 
person at once to Colonel Reeve, superintendent Geveral 
Recruiting Service, New York city, to accompany a de- 
tachment of récruits to the Twenty-fifth Infantry. On 
the completion of this duty he will return to his home 
and await orders. 

Captain E. R. Ames, unassigned, will report in person 
at once to Colonel Reeve, superintendent General Re 
cruiting Service; New York city, to accompany a detach- 
ment of recruits to the Twenty-third Infantry. On the 
completion of this duty he will return to his hom: i 
await orders. 

At his own request, under the provisions of the act of 
Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 8, First Lieu- 
tenant Wharton White, unassigned, is, by direction of 
the President, hereby honorably discharged the servic 
of the United States, to take effect December 1, 1870. 

Hospital Steward F. E. Brower, U.8. Army, now on 
duty at Camp Bidwell, California, will be discharged 
the service of the United States upon the receipt of this 
order at the place where he may be serving. 

Second Lieutenant Alfred M. Raphall, Eleventh In- 
fantry, having reported at this office agreeably to in- 
structions, will proceed to Fort Concho, Texas, and re- 
port in person to the commanding officer of his regiment 
for duty. Lieutenant Raphall is authorized to draw ad- 
vance mileage irom Washington, D. C., to Fort Concho, 
Texas, under this order, and is permitted to delay en 
route sixty days. 

The superintendent General Recruiting Service, New 
York city, will forward, under proper charge, all dispo- 
sable colored recruits at the depot to Galveston, Texas, 
where they will be reported by telegraph, upon arrival, 
to the commanding officer Department of Texas for as- 
signment to the Twenty-fifth Infantry. 


and 





ARMY PERSONAL, 





LEAVE of absence for twenty days was granted First 
Lieutenant John W. Thomas, Third Infantry, Decem- 
ber 1. 


Hosprrau Steward John Powers, U. 8. Army, was as- 
signed November 5 to duty at the hospital at Benicia 
Barracks, Califorhia. 

Musician Charles E. Riell, of Company K, Seventeenth 
Infantry, has been appointed principal musician of the 
Seventeenth Infantry. 

SURGEON George E. Cooper, U. 8. Army, is announced 
as medical director of the Department of the Columbia, 
and Surgeon J. T. Ghiselin, U.S. Army, attending sur- 
geon, is accordingly relieved of the additional duties de- 
volved upon him. 

Seconp Lieutenant John B. Rodman, Twentieth In- 
fantry, aide-de-camp to the major-general commanding 
Department of Dakota, was ordered December 1 to pro- 
ceed and report to him in person at Washington, D. C., 
without unnecessary delay. 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL George W. Wallace, Twelfth 
Infantry, acting assistant inspector-general, was ordered 
November 17 to make a thorough inspection of the post 
of Alcatraz Island, including everything connected with 
the prisoners confined there. 

LEAVE of absence for thirty days, with permission to 
apply to the Adjutant-General of the Army through 
headquarters Military Division of the Missouri for an 
extension of sixty days, was granted Surgeon D. L. Ma- 
gruder, U. S. Army, November 28. 

AcTING Assistant Surgeon Samuel F. Few, U.S. Army, 
was ordered November 28 to proceed without delay from 
Fort Gibson, C. N., to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, where 
he will report to the medical director Department of the 
Missouri. 

ASSISTANT Surgeon T. McMillin, Medical Department 
U. 8. Army, will, in addition to his duties as recorder of 
retiring board anJ examining surgeon for recruits in San 
Francisco, attend the sick at Point San José, Califor- 
nia, visiting that post once each day, and as much oftener 
as the nedessities of the service may require. 

HAVING a six months’ leave of absence, General Regis 
de Trobriand sailed for Europe recently, in the 
steamship Ville de Paris. The General has served 
four years in Montana and Utah, and goes abroad to 
visit Brittany, his native country, and to see again per- 
sonal friends from whom he has long been separated 

Dr. Thomas Emory, son of General W. H. Emory, 
U. 8. Army, will be married in Washington, says th 
Star of that city, on the 15th of December, to Miss 
Percie McCarthy, the daughter of Hon. Dennis McCar 

thy, Representative from the Syracuse (N. Y.) district. 
Dr. Emory was at school in Virginia at the beginning 
of the war, resided for a time in the family of Jefferson 
Davis, at Richmond, and was subsequently assistant 
surgeon on the privateer /loriuda. 

A GENERAL Court-martis] was appointed to meet at 
Fort (ntario, New York, December 7. Detail for the 
court: Major C. L. Best, First Artillery; Captain Wil- 
liam Silvey, First Artillery; First Lieutenant A. E. Mil- 
timore, First Artillery; First Lieutenant M. O’Brien, 
First Artilley; Second Lieutenant John J. O’Connell, 
First Infantry; Secon! Lieutenant George W. Deshler, 
First Artillery. Second Lieutenant Edward Davis, 
Tcird Artillery, aide-de-camp, judge-zdvocate. 

A GENERAL Court-martial is eppointed to meet at 
Fort Wingate, N. M., December 15. Detail for the 
sourt: Major William R. Price, Fighth Cavalry; Cap- 
tain Samuel B. M. Young, Eighth Cavalry; Captain 


re- 





ospital Steward James KL Parks, U.S, Army, now 





Jomes P, Brown, Fiiteenth Infantry; Captain James H, 
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Stewart, Fifteenth Infantry ; 
man, Eighth Cavalry; First Lieutenant John B. Engl., 
Fifteenth Infantry; First Lieutenant H. R. Brinkerhoft, 
Fifteenth Infantry. Second Lieutenant John W. Pull- 
man, Eighth Cavalry, judge-advocate. 

A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at Fort 
Porter, New York, De Detail for the court: 
Colonel R. C. Buchanan, First Infantry; Captain Shel- 
don Sturgeon, First Infantry; Captain R. E. Johnston, 
First Infantry ; First Lieutenant A. ‘P. Caraher, First 
Infantry ; First Lieutenant F. E. Pierce, First Infantry ; 
Second Lieutenant R. G. Armstrong, First Infantry ; 
Second Lieutenant D. M. Scott, First Infantry. First 
Lieutenant Allen Smith, adjutant First Infantry, judge- 
advocate. 


ember 5. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
the Presidio of Francisco, California, November 
98, for the trial of F Lieutenant R. M. Rogers, 
Second Artillery, and such prisoners as may be properly 
brought before it. Detail for the court: Colonel O. B. 
Willeox, Twelfth Infantry; Lieutenant-Colonel George 
W. Wallace, Twelfth Infantry ; Lieutenant-Colonel W. 
L. Elliott, First Cavalry ; Major Julian McAllister, Ord- 
nance Department; Captain J. M. Robertson, Second 
Artillery; Captain A. C. M. Pennington, Second Artille- 
ry; Captain M. Mansfield, Engineer Department; 
First Lieutevant H. G. Brown, U. S. Army; Second 
Lieutenant Edward R. Theller, Twenty-first Infantry 
Captain E. R. Platt, Second Artillery, acting judge-ad- 
vocate Department of California, judge-advocate. 


san 


irst 


Tue following officers were registered at headquarters 
Department ot the East for the week ending December 
6: First Lieutenant R. W. Bard, Second Infantry ; Sec- 
ond Lieutenant Rufus P. Brown, Fourth Infantry ; Sec- 
ond Lieutenant John O’Connell, Eighth Infantry ; Second 
Lieutenant W.S. Chaplin, Fifth Artillery ; Captain J. B. 
Johnson, Sixth Cavalry; Major J. P. Martin, assistant 
idjutant-general; Captain C. B. Phillips, Corps of Engi- 
neers; Lieutenant J. H. Benham, Jr., U. S. Army; Cap- 
tain 8. S. Culbertson, U. 5S. Army; First Lieutenant 
Mark Walker, Nineteenth Infantry; First Lieutenant 
W. Burns, U.S. Army; Captain M. P. Miller, Fourth 
Artillery; Captain H. R. Tilton, assistant surgeon U. 8. 
Army; Major Johu D. Wilkins, Eighth Infantry; Cap- 
tain C. A. Hartwell, U. 8. Army; Captain J. F. Ritter, 
Eighth Infantry; First Lieuteuant W. 8. Johnson, U. 8. 
Army 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 
War DerartMent, November 30, 1870 

Mr. Presipent: In order that the expenditures of the 
War Department for military purposes for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1870, may be clearly understood, and the 
extent of the demands made on the Department may be re- 
alized, a stateme nt of the military foree of the nation is ne- 


The latest 


30, 


cessary in the comm encement of this report. 


returns, submitted in the report of the General of the 
Army, show the Regular Army to be composed of 2,488 
officers and 34,870 enlisted men, 31,178 of whom com- 


pose the ten regiments of cavalry, the five regiments of artil-~ 
lery, and the twenty-five regiments of infantry, the remaining 
and 
These men 


3,692 being engineer troops, recruiting detachments, 
others not enumerated among troops of the line. 
are stationed in forty-two States and Territories at 203 or- 
ganized wilitary posts. The establishment of new posts as 


settlements advance is constantly rendered necessary, and 
the expense of providing temporary shelter in incl ement 
regions of the country is unavoidably great. During the past 
year nearly 150 buildings for barracks, hospitals, and store- 
be erected. 


an extent of territory—all of them 


houses have been ordered to Scattered, as out 
posts are, over so large 
rendered necessary, and many of them in comparatively re- 
mote the for 
continue great, although the reduction in this item alone in 
the past year was over $1,000,000. While the distant 


tions of so many of them made an increase of expenditure in 


regions expenditures transportation mast 


loea- 
the erection of barracks and quarters and the other re- 
quirements of new posts unavoidable, and the movement of 
troops from point to point, especially in the Southern States, 
has added largely to the disbursements for transportation, 
still an examination of the figures below given will exhibit 
the fact that, notwithstanding the causes mentioned as tend- 
ing against economy, the expenses are rapidly being cur- 
tailed to a limit fixed by the demands of a retluced peace 
establishment 
There was appropriated for the military service for 

the fiseal year ending June 30, 1870 
There was appropriated for the same 

purpose for the year ending June 

30, I871..0. « «++ «830,249,148 97 
The deticiency will be 1,653,2 


$37,538,852 08 





$2,002,348 





A reduction below the expenditures for the year 
1869-70 of igeaaniled oo a $4,636,503 11 
One million four bundred thousand dollars of the deficiency 
above indicated is occasioned hy the fact that in the estimate 
made by this Department for the year ending June 30, 1871, 
no amounts were included for certain purposes, because of 
balances of old appropriations believed to be applicable to 
the payment of expenses for the current year, which balances 
were rendered unavailable by the act of July 12, 1870. The 
total estimate of military appropriations for the year endin 
June 30, 1872, is $29,383,998 ; a reduction below the expen- 
ditures of the previous year of $3,518,350 97; and below the 
»,150 97. Of this estimate for the 


last appropriation, of $86 
next fiseal year the sum of $1,062, 
the prohibition of the use of unexpended balances of former 
years. These figures, therefore, present clearly and plainly 
the amounts demanded for the proper financial adm nistra 
tion of tne Department. The estimates of heads of burenus 
have been carefully scrutinized, and notwithstanding the 
prohibition of the use of unexpended balances of former ap- 
propriations has deprived the Department of any fund to be 
used, as in former years, when in cases of emergency the 


79° 
is 


amounts appropriated were insnficient for its purposes, still | purposes of study and scientific instrugtion,into four glasses, 


~ 1 
Captain Albert B. Kauff- 





| cies occurring prior to that date in the regiments of cavalry, 





| 
these estimates have been reduced on close calculation to the | 
lowest sum required by the wants of the service, and a failure 
to appropriate the amount asked would result in great em- 
barrassment to the public interests. The estimates of the 
Chief of Engineers for fortifications, improvement of rivers 
and harbors, public huildings and grounds, and Washington 
Aqueduct, are submitted separately as presented by that 
officer : 

Fortifications and other works of defence........csess00+- $3,699,200 | 
River and harbor improvements... 8,842,450 
Public buildings and grounds, and Washington Aqueduct 1,108,489 


$13,650,139 

Of these amounts no revision has been made by me, but 
they are submitted for the consideration of Congress and for 
such action as may be deemed advisable. 

With an Army scattered over so large an extent of coun- 
try, stationed in localities remote from a dense population, 
needing quarters whose erection is retarded by the want of 
those facilities offered in the more thickly settled portions of 
the country, and actually demanding very heavy expendi- 
tures for transportation and the other incidents of the service, 
it is difficult to rapidly enforee areduction. Since the date of 
the last report it has been my endeavor to use every proper 
means to return from the loose customs and expenditures 
which crept into the service during the emergencies of our 
late war o the more economical and thrifty system of former 
years. The transportation of clerks by officers of the staff de- 
partments was prohibited, except on special order from the 
Department; cumbrous and leagthy returns of property, 
which during the war were made monthly, for obvious rea- 
sons, are now made quarterly, thus reducing the number of a 
vast army of clerks, the result of whose labors was only to 
encumber the desks of the Department at Washington with 
accounts which could not be examined, and of which a quar- 
terly examinction would answer all purposes. General offi- 
cers were required to limit the number of their inspection 
tours, and were restricted to the selection of one officer to ac— 
company them, instead of an entire staff. Surplus draught 
animals of the Quartermaster’s Department, to the number of 
6,345, were sold, producing $245,134; useless depots were 
broken up, and a reduction of 1,085 in the number of civil 
employees was made, thereby effecting a saving in salaries of 
$774,672 per annum. Experience shows that a further reduc- 
tion, in both the number of employees and of draught animals, 
can be borne wéthout detriment to the service, and will conse- 
quently be made. In the cities of New York and Brooklyn 
rents were being paid for buijdings for Army uses at the 
rate of $56,500 per annum. 0 lessen this expenditure a 
large storehouse, at a moderate cost,'’has been erected on 
Governor’s Island, New York Harbor, by which means the 
storage of property can be concentratedin the new building, 
and in one building in the city of New York, a saving in 
rents ofthe sum of $31,500 annually. The above are a few of 
the plans which have been adopted, looking toward economy 
and retrenchment, and with the best results. Further reduc- 
tions in the number of buildings rented at high rates and 
changes in existing customs of the serviceas may appear to 
be nec@sary for the same purpose, are in contemplation, and 
will be made from time to time. Since the commencement of 
the present fiscal year there has been realized from sales of 
surplus arms and ordnance to citizens of the United States 
the sum of $5,600,000. More than 1,340,000 stands of arms 
of obsolete pattern, and unfit for issue, have been sold since 
the close of the war, and itis the intention to continue the 
sales as opportunity offers. 

Recruiting fur every arm of the service has been carried on 
throughout the year. Many of the rendezvous were closed in 
February, 1870, owing to the nearly exhausted state of the 
recruiting fund. Congress, however, having made a special 
appropriation of $50,000 to defray expenses until the end of 
the fiscal year, recruiting was resumed under instructions is- 
sued on April 30. By the Ist of July, 1871, the Army will be 
brought down to the legal standard of 30,000 enlisted men, 
the number prescribed by the act of July 15, 1870, and in the 
mean time recruiting will be continued only on a scale ren- 
dered necessary by casualties. On July 1, 1869, the number 
of officers in service was 2,746, increased by the appointment 
during the year of 6 post chaplains and 58 graduates of West 
Point, making in all 2,810. The number of officers in ser- 
vice on November 16, 1870, was 2,481, a reduction of 329. On 
November 30 the number of supernumerary officers, or of 
those in excess of the standard prescribed by law, was 211. 
By the act of July 15, 1870, providing for the reduction of 
the Army, the extent of the retired list was increased, author- 
ity was given to the President to discharge at his discretion, 
with one year’s pay, officers who might apply therefor, and 
to transfer officers of the line to the list of supernumeraries ; 
the Secretary of War was directed to constitute a board for 
the examination of the cases of officers reported by department 
commanders as unfit for the proper discharge of their duties : 
and it was also enacted that all supernumerary officers remain- 
ing after the Ist of January, 1871,should be honorably mus- 
tered out of the service, with one year’s pay and allowances. 
Preparations for carrying out the provisions of that act are 
being made as rapidly as possible. The board referred to is 
now in session, having under, consideration the cases which 
have been reported for its action, and reports have been re- 
ceived from the retiring boards organized under the act. It 
will be the endeavor of the Department to exercise discretion 
and judgment in the recommendations it may make as to the 
discharge of supernumeraries, and, by the exercise of due re- 
gard for the military record and personal fitness of those rec- 
ommended for transfer or retention, to avoid injustice, and, 
by a fair examination of each case, to aid in a just and im 
partial enforcement of the law. As many of the officers who 
will of necessity be mustered out by operation of law have 
done faithful service in the field—some of them in the war of 
the Rebellion, and some in the war with Mexico—I submit 
whether it would not be a wise as well as generous act in 
Congress, by legislation early in the coming session, to extend 
until July 1, 1871, the time in which the President may, at 
his discretion, discharge, with one year’s pay and allowances, 
officers who may apply therefor, and also to direct that vacan- 





artillery, and infantry might be filled by such supernumerary | 


| officers, with due regard to rank and fitness, those remaining | 


) is also necessitated by | 


g | supernumerary after July 1, 1871, to be mustered out with one | 


year’s pay. I recommend the adoption of thiscourse. It will | 
go far toward preventing the injustice which it is so difficult 
to avoid, and will to a great extent dispense with the necessity 
for toreing from the service with seeming ingratitude many 
gallant men. 

During the past year 58 cadets of the Military Academy 
have been graduated and appointed second lieutenants in the | 
Army; 17 have been discharged for marked deficiency in con- | 


due! or studies; 6 have resigned; } has deserted; and 4 have | 
| died, New eadets to the nymber of 65 haye heen admitted, | 


and the corps at present numbers 228 members, divided, for | 





and organized for military instruction, duty, and discipline, 
into a battalion officered from among themselves, ithin 
the next four years some 200 educated officers can be supplied 
to the Army, equal in professional attainments to the require- 
ments of any military organization upon officers of their grade. 
Gratifying reports of the welfare and progress of the Acade- 
my are presented both by the inspector and the board of visi- 
tors. Hopes are entertained that the increasing labors of the 
Corps of Engineers, in connection with the internal and for- 
eign commerce of the country, and the necessity of employ- 
ing civil engineers, will induce a repeal of the existing law 
prohibiting appointments and promotions in the corps, and 
thus restore to the cadets an incentive to exertion of which 
they have lately been deprived. The estimates for increasing 
the supply of water, opening and repairing roads, improving 
the drill ground, and for the new office building, are particu- 
larly recommended. A personal visit to West Point in June 
last afforded satisfactory evidence of the high state of disci- 
pline and the comprehensive judgment which characterizes 
the management of the Academy. A thorough inspection 
disclosed some defects and exhibited some matters lof detail 
in which changes were desirable, but its well-earned character 
as a military sehool is fully sustained. The act of Congress 
passed at its last session placing the professors, in respect to 
retirement from active service, on the same footing as officers 
of the Army, is regarded as a just provision, giving those gen- 
tlemen whose lives have been spent in the daily performance 
of arduous duties an opportunity for rest with liberal pay, 
when the efficiency of the corps requires their retirement. 

But little progress has been made by the railway compa- 
nies in settling the debts contracted by them at the close of 
the war by the purchase of the material of the military rail— 
roads. The total debt remaining due and unpaid on June 
30,1870, was $6,912,106 97, principally owing from south- 
western companies. Their payment during the vear amount- 
ed to the sum of $365,820 45, but owing to the amount of in- 
terest the entire reduction was only $58,128 04. Action by 
Congress in their relief has been sought by some of the roads, 
while suits have in some cases been instituted ‘against those 
defaulting. In the matter of transportation, the Pacific 
Railroad has saved the Government much moncy, but, as be— 
fore stated, with the opening to settlements of the wilder por— 
tions of the country, army posts are pushed further and fur- 
ther into the wilderness, and as the stations are extended, the 
expenses of transportation are and will remain very great. 

As the Quartermaster’s Department depended on the bal- 
ances of old appropriations, no appropriations for clothing 
and equipage was last year asked. The act of Congress of 
July 12, 1870, destroyed this resource, and there are no means 
on hand for the purchase of tents and clothing. The stock of 
some of the essential articles is exhausted and purchases 
must be made. As to the purchase of horses for cavalry and 
artillery, the result was the same. The balances supposed to 
be available were cut off by the same law, and hence it is ear- 
nestly hoped that the additional appropriations asked for both 
these objects for the present fiscal year, as well as those for the 
next fiscal year, may beappropriated without deduction. By 
the act of Congress of March 2, 1861, the sum of $50,000 was 
appropriated for the construction of a new post inthe valley of 
the Red River of the North, and $5,000 for surveys to be made 
in connection therewith. During the year troops have been 
located at the point selected, and the construction of the post 
known as Fort Pembina proceeded with. The importarce of 
this post is fully set forth in the report of General Hancock, 
which is presented herewith, and attention called to his rec- 
ommendation that early measures be inaugurated whereby 
our boundary may be authoritatively determined. In addi- 
tion to this several new posts have been commenced and ex- 
tensive repairs at older stations been made, there being ander 
the control of the Quartermaster’s Department nearly 5,000 
buildings of various kinds. Under the decision of the At- 
torney-General, the current appropriations are not applicable 
to the settlement of claims for quartermaster’s and other 
stores, under the law of July 4, 1864. As the law still re- 
mains in foree requiring the Quartermaster and Commissary- 
Generals to examine such claims, and if just report them to 
the Auditor for settlement, it may deemed necessary to 
make an appropriation to meet them. The records of the De- 
partment show the burial, in the national and other ceme- 
teries, of 333,000 persons. In addition to those buried in the 
73 national cemeteries there are very many soldiers interred 
in private cemeteries, near hospitals in which they died. 
Measures are in rapid progress for carrying out the law which 
requires the cemeteries to be properly inclosed. Under the 
act of Congress clore and useful inspections have been thor- 
oughly made by a field officer of the Army, and many timely 
suggestions as to changes and improvements carried out. 
They are being decorated, in accordance wilh a law of the 
last Congress, with trees and shrubs, and, instead of being left 
unattended, are cared for with the consideration which the 
memory of the nation’s dead demands. Full statements of 
the condition of these cemeteries accompany the report of the 
Quartermaster-General. 

During the year the Subsistence Department has been ena- 
bled, in an increased degree, to purchase supplies near the 
points where they are required for consumption by the troops, 
obtaining them at a much less expense for transportation. 
Increased agricultural and commercial progress in the States 
and Territories west of the Missouri river, and the completion 
of the lines of railroad to Denver, have enabled the Depart- 
ment to obtain therein many of the supplies for those sec- 
tions, and it is evident that the transportation now necessary 
from ocean to ocean will soon cease. During tho year 1869- 
'70 large quantities of supplies were furnished for the Indian 
Department, for Indians on the Upper Missouri river and in 
the Indian Territory. The expenses thereby inonrred, 
amounting to $1,600,000 are to be refunded, and bills there- 
for are being prepared for presentation to the Indian Depart- 
ment. The sums appropriated by Congress at its last session 
for the temporary relief of the poor and destitute in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia were expended in the purchase of food, 
fuel, and clothing. These supplies were distributed only on 
the recommendation of the Washington Association for the 
Improvement of the Condition of the Poor, the National 
Freedmen Relief Association, or the Industrial Home School, 
in’such quantities as were necessary to prevent actual suffer- 
ing. Efforts were made to induce those seeking aid to pro- 
cure labor, and when secured at a distancethey wererationed 
to their destination. In all cases the plies were purchas— 
ed from the lowest bidder, or at the cheapest market price. 
The number of rations issued was 567,873, at a cost of $20,308. 
Coal, wood, and coke were issued amounting to $4,450 52, and 
clothing amounting to $319 36. The total sum disbursed was 
$25,077 88, leaving a balance of $4,922 12 still on hand. 

Tbe number of commissioned medical officers for duty with 
the troops on June 30, 1870, was 147. There were 217 mili 
tary posts, besides many detachments, each requiring the ser- 
vices of a medical officer. Hence, contract surgeons were em. 
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quate. Economy would be subserved by filling the vacancies 
in the medical staff, and increased efficiency gained in this 
branch of theservice. The employment of contract surgeons 
must continue should the existing law be unrepealed. 

During the past year the Army has been paid with regular- 
ity and promptness. The a number of paymasters is 
56, the number authorized by the law of July 28, 1866, is 60, 
but no vacancies can be filled. A necessity for the employ- 
ment of a number seemingly out of proportion to the force to 
be paid is created by the existence of so many military posts 
and the distribution of regiments over so great an extent of 
country. While the reduction of the Army diminishes the 
number of men to be paid, the number of stations continually 
increases and demands the constant service of those fit for 
duty to keep up the payments, and in this connection it may 
be remarked that this distribution of posts over vast breadths 
of country accounts for that preponderance of the staff corps 
in our Army which is observed on comparison with the ar- 
mies of foreign powers. Under the act of July 15, 1870, the 
officers of the Army are paid by salaries instead of by ailow- 
ances of various kinds. The system has been in operation 
but a few months, but that short experience shows the change 
to have been a wise one. The complications and calculations 
ofthe old system are avoided, and the payments rendered 
simple, more prompt, and far more satirfactory. It is believ- 
ed that the monthly payment of troops, instead of bi-monthly, 
as at present, will be benefici+], and if found practicable steps 
will be taken to secure this end. 

Constructions upon the permanent defences during the past 
fiscal year have been restricted to their repair and preserva- 
tion. The Engineer Department has beem actively engaged 
upon plans for the modification of the defenses to meet the 
requirements of the latest improvements in modern warfare. 
Many of the plans for the defence of our most important har- 
bors have been approved by me, and the estimates submitted 
by the Chief of Engineers for carrying them out are presented 
for the consideratien of Congress. Such appropriations as 
were made at the last session of Congress for the partial exe- 
cution of similar plans for the harbors of Portland, Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia, and San Francisco are being applied 
to those defences. Geen the recommendation of the Chief of 
Engineers, three able and experienced officers of engineers 
were sent to Europe to examine into the manner and extent 
of the employment of iron in sea-coast defence. They have 
been received with great courtesy by ail foreign officers, and 
every facility has been afforded them for making their exami- 
nations, and I am indebted to the honornbie Secretary of 
State for the pains he has taken to insure the success of their 
mission. The battalion of engineers, stationed chiefly at 
Willett’s Point, New York, has been made the torpedo school 
of the Army, and is engaged in investigations and experi- 
ments as to the best method of employing this auxiliary in 
harbor defence. The battalion is carefully instructed and 
maintained in an efficient state for field service. It assists 
in the instruction of practical engineering at the Military 
Academy, takes care ,of the bridge trains, equipage, and en- 
gineer’s tools at engineer depots, makes military surveys, and 
has been occasionally called upon for infantry service in en- 
foreing the revenue laws, which service has been done with 
eficiency. The river and harbor surveys and works have 
been conducted with energy; satisfactory progress has been 
made and active operations are going on, except at some 

oints on the Gulf coast, where the prevalence of yellow fever 

as,}temporarily suspended field labor. The reports upon 
each of the surveys called fur by the act of July 11 last will be 
submitted «= soon as received. The report of the Chief of 
Engineers exhibits in detail all necessary information upon 
the progress of these works. 

Action has been taken as follows in connection with certain acts 
and resolutions passed at the last session of Congress: In accor- 
dance with the act of February 2, 1870, an officer has been detailed 
_—— nd 4 survey -y-4 em 7 } the tae 

yer, Oregon, with a view to the location proposed bri 
from Portiand to the east bank of the river, but A. report has yet 
been reovivel. The question of the location and construction of 
@ bridge «cross the Niagara river, from Buffalo to Canada, is still 
bt ee os by a board of engineers, and mene Gotatiod ont 

m progress. No plan and drawings of the 

bridge omen Arkansas river at i tle Hock, with map showing 
a8 uired oO » 1870, has yet nm fur- 

nished by the Citlsens’ ul Compan yenh no ection has there- 
fore been taken by the Department in this matter. The Green 
Bay and Mississippi Canal Company not having filed a satisfac- 
tory agreement in writing to grant and convey to the United States 


the peeetiy and fra mentioned in section 2 of the act of 
July 7, 1870, for the improvement of water communication between 
the ppi river and Lake Michigan by the Wisconsin and Fox 


rivers, the amount py by the act of July 15, 1870, $100,000, 
for the improvement of the Wisconsin river, has not become avail- 


able. The officer in charge of the improvement has been directed 
to submit a per for the application of the amount. The sum ap- 
ted for widening deepening the ship canal in the Pa- 


pseo river and Chesapeake bay is now being applied to this im- 
= by dredging. The improvement in deepening the har- 
or waters at the mouth of the Susquehanna river, for which a 
sum of $12,000 was appropriated 
the channel, which will probably be completed this season. 
The of officers for the examination of all bridges now erected 
or in process of erection across the Ohio river was organized on the 
1sth of October, and is now in session at Cincinnati, Ohio. The 
pg, of the location of a pier in the Delaware bay, at or near 
Lewes, Delaware, and the extent and the material, whether stone or 
iron, to be used in its construction, is under consideration. It is 
expected that a report will soon be received as to the best manner 
of appl the amount a eee for the structure. The sur- 
vey ofthe u Teche, provided by the joint resolution of May 5, 
1870, was and the result submitted to Congress at its fast 
session. An eppcopeietion of $17,500 {was subsequently made for 
the improvement of this bayou, and a contract entered into for its 
execution, but the work has been delayed by the prevalence of yel- 
low fever in that region. In the survey of the lakes operations 
were chiefly carried on‘in Lake Superior, extending to Lake Michi- 
an and necessary points, and embracing, toward the close of 
season, partsof Lake Champlain. Such of the results of the 
surveys as are of special value for purposes of navigation are made 
known at once by the publication of preliminary charts, prepara- 
tion of more elaborate maps following. The survey of the lakes is 
@ work of great utility, and the estimates for this object commend 
themselves to attention. The surveys and reconnaissances re- 
quired in connection with the permanent seacoast defences, for 
other mili purposes, and for the movements of troops in the 
territory occupied or frequented by Indian tribes, have received 
due attention. The — survey on the central route of com- 
munication with the coast has preenent in the most satis- 
Slee, mannan, and the publication of its results will form a highly 
valuable contribution to science and to the varied wants of the 
Government and of the 
are progressing a 
theo of the Government. Provision should be made for 
—*% annual a; priation. 

Ordnance iment the estimates are far in advance of 
any submitted since the close of the war, for the reason that no ap- 
—— for ordnance or ordnance stores was requested or male 

‘or present year. The unex ed balances were placed be- 
yond the reach of the Ordnance Bureau, and much em)arrassment 
was caused in procuring supplies for filling requisitions and in 
taking care of stores on hand. At Springfield armory a few thou- 
sand armsare being manufactured for competitive trial in the field, 
the recommendation of the Chief of nance, in connection 
the report of the board lately convened at St. Louis. The prop- 

of the United States at r’s Ferry was sold in Novem- 
aad December. 1869, in acco: ce with the terms 
y law, Itis recommended that Rome arsenal, New York, Cham- 





These surveys and reconnaisxances 


Tait 


, is in pregress under a contract to | 


plain arsenal, Vermont, Mount Vernon arsenal, A ppalac 
cola arsenal, Florida, and North Caroli 1, North Carolina, 
be sold, and that the captured lands in Shreveport, Louisiana, and 
Marshal, and Jefferson, Texas, and in Marion and Davis counties, 
Texas, be also disposed of. A similarr dation was made 
in my last annual report. There are many other arsenals through- 
out ths country which, in my opinion, should be sold, and the pro- 
ceeds used, if necessary, for the erection of a principal arsena’ for 
the Atlantic coast. Not only economy, but many interests connect- 
ed with the subject make it advisable to dispose of those which can 
now be spared with advantage—the proceedsto be used as above 
indicated. Rock Island arsenal, Illinois, has been established as 
the principal arsenal for the valley of the Mississippi. A personal 
inspection, minutely made, of the improvements at that point in 
September last, gave me great satisfaction, as they are of an exten- 
sive and substantial kind, and such as are demanded by the grow- 
ing power of the country and of the West. An arsenal 0 like 
character in the East could be erected from the proceeds of the 
sales of ‘useless arsenals, without any appropriation of funds from 
the public Treasury. When the new form of becesh-toading arm 
is decided upon and placed in the hands of the troops, there ould 
be called in from all the States arms of the old stylewhich have hereto- 
fore been issued, and a new issue made to them of those of the im- 
proved pattern. It is the part of wisdom in the public defence to kee 
the militia—the mainstay of the nation in time of war—acquaint 
with the use of the best arms the Government armories can offer. 
Our security as a nation can, in lieu of a la standing army, be 
maintained by the ability which will thus be given us of putting 

romptly on a war footing a formidable force. Under various 
joint resolutions passed at the last session of Congress, 225 pieces 
of condemned ce were donated to soldiers’ cemeteries, in ad- 
dition to a large indefinite amount for monuments. 

The duties imposed upon the War Department by the enactment 
of Congress providing for the observation and report of storms by 
wn and signal have been discha: under the management 
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of cer. A num of observers, carefully 
chosen, have been enlisted, instructed in their duties, examined as 
to their qualifications, provided with instruments, and sent to the 
stations which have, on consultation with the best authorities, 
been selected. Arrang nts have been made with the Western 
Union, the International, and the Northwestern Telegraphic Com- 





lines effected, by which it is hoped unusual system and rapidi- 
ty will be attained. e transmission of reports on this plan 
commenced on November 1, 1870, and the widest publicity is given 
them through the press by bulletins, and as time its, the nec- 
essary arrangements will be extended by maps and other methods. 
This work is without precedent in this country, and it is necessary 
that each step should be well studied and devised before execution. 
Assistance from scientific men and institutions here andin Eu- 
rope has been generously accorded, and chambers of commerce 
boards of trade, commercial associations throughout the United 
States have given cncouraging co-operation. ilitary 0 iza- 
tion and control secures a promptness and thoroughness in the exe- 
cution of this work perhaps not otherwise attainable. It is asked 
that proper provision be made by Congress for a service involving 
such extended responsibilities. The experience of the coming year 
will afford some practical tests of the benefits which are expected to 
result from this important undertaking. Its execution thus far 
has been very satisfactory, and it is confidently believed that the 
systematic means adopted to carry out this wise legislation of Con- 
gress will result in benefits to commerce which will amply justify 
an appropriation adequate to its accomplishment. ; 

The act relative to expenses incurred by the Territory of 
Montana, for suppression of Tadien hostilities, has been carried out 
by having acomplete examination of papers, vouchers, and evidence 
made by an officer of the Army, who visited Montana for that 
purpose. A report will be submitted to Congress thereon during 
the ensuing.session, and a small appropriation asked to defray the 
expense unavoidably incurred in the examination. ‘Bhe act set- 
ting apart a portion of Fort Snelling military reservation for a per- 
manent mili post, and the settlement of all claims in rela- 
tion thereto, has been carried out by having the location and the 
facts concerning the claims referred to examined by a board of offi- 
cers, who made a report recommending a settlement, which settle- 
ment was concurred in by myself and accepted by the claimants. 

The annual report of the General of the Army, with acoompany- 
ing reports of commanders of military divisions and departments, 
is submitted herewith, and attention is invited to his various re- 
commendations. Since my last no changes have been made 
in commanders of the military divisions, excepting in that of the 
Pacific, caused by the death of Major-General George H. Thomas, 
which occurred in May last. In his decease the Army has sustained 
a severe loss. He was a soldier of solid attainments, of honorable 
action, of few words, but of many heroic deeds. His life isa | oy 
of the history of the Army. The Military Division of the Pacific is 
now commanded by Major-General John M. Schofield. : 

The operations ef the Army during the year have been chiefly 

fi to the ist of the civil authorities in carrying out 
the laws, and in the suppression of Indian depredations. I would 
again ask consideration to the matter of incursions of Indians from 
the south side of the Rio Grande, which seems to constitute a sys- 
tematic business, only to be broken up by co-operation on the part 
of the Mexican authorities. Pursuit by our troops stops at the 
border, while our citizens can pass into Mexico and witness the 
sale of their animals recently stolen. 

*A system of general regulations for the administration of the 
affairs of the Army, as prescribed by section 20 of the act of July 15, 
1870, is being pre , and will be presented to Congress at its 
coming session. It is a work which requires much labor and studi- 
ous care, but it is hoped that it may be submitted in time for full 
consideration by Co . The slow, tedious, and cumbersome 
system of clerical administration in the various bureaus of the De- 
partment retarded business to such an extent that, for the purpose 
of devising some plan which would expedite its transaction, a 
board was organized, composed of two officers of the staff corps 
and a civilian clerk, for an examination of the subject. They 
gave the matter thorough and exhaustive attention, which resulted 
in the report of a — which has been approved and which will go 
into operation on January 1, 1871. Itis confidently believed that 
the result will be satisfactory, a forward the work of the 
different bureaus, doing away with the necessity for increased 
clerical force, and giving satisfaction to that lw number of per- 
sons who have business with the ment, which will be n- 
ed to conclusion by a Gorge which is radical, and which the inter- 
est of all connected with this branch of the public service has so 
long d ded. In ction with this subject, it is here stated 
that during the month of Se aber many chan were made in 
reductions and removals in the clerical force, which have resulted 
in increased efficiency. 

The different bureaus of the War Department, now scattered in 
m, at a distance from each other. 








wang localities in Washingto’ 
should be concentrated in one buildi At the last session of 
Co measures looking to this end were presented and dis- 
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cussed, but failed of enactment. Records of incalculable value to 
the Government, exposed to fire in buildings easily destroyed, are 
in constant danger, and cannot be stored away on account of the 
gy for their daily use in the current business of the De 
ment. The loss of the records of any one of these bureaus from 
this cause would be a great calamity, and their preservation thus 
far may idered providential. By the distance which se: 
rates these buildings from each other great delay is caused to public 
business, and inconvenience to those interests which require 
prompt attention. The present system of hiring separate offices is 
an expensive one, as a yearly rental of over $50,000 is paid for those 
used, that known as the War ent, or northwest executive 
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field and office, and are essential to | 





| with an @& 


building, accommodating but one bureau of the Department be- 
sides the immediate offices of the tary and the General of the 
Army. Nine of the bureaus are located elsewhere. 
By joint resolution of Congress of July 27, 1866, the Secretary of 
War was required to appoint a competent person to arrange and 
re for publication official documents relating to the Re- 
vellion and operations of the Army during the war, and to sub- 
mit a plan of said publication and estimates of cost to Congress at 
its then next session; the person so appointed to receive a com- 
pensation of $2,500 per annum for two years. In accordance there- 
i intment for the purpose indicated was made by the 
lion. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War, but no acceptance was 
filed, and no further action taken. The proviso that payment 
should cease in two yours after the passage of the act renders an 
appointment under that legislation impracticable. It is earnestly 
asked that ress, at its next session, will revive this legislation, 
and authorize the Secretary of War to make the appointment. It 
is very desizable that action of this kind be taken without delay. 
© reasons 8 iting the great value of this national work need 
| not be stated, for, without argument, they commend themselves to 


prescribed | the consideration of every citizn. 


Wx. W. Bevunar, Secretary of War. 


panies for the transmission of reports, and an organization of tele-. 


THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for this department of the Jovrwat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movementa 


of officers or vessels. 


VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. 


THE Shawmut was successfully launched at the Brook- 
lyn Navy-yard on the morning of the 7th instant at 9 
o'clock. 

THE Plymouth, twelve guns, Commander K. Randolph 
Breese, was at Southampton November 10, having just 
arrived from a cruise in the Baltic. 

THE United States steamer Hndeavor, in the Coast Sur- 
vey service, arrived at Norfolk November 28, and after 
making slight repairs will go to Savannah. 

THE Saginaw, of the Pacific fleet, which has been at- 
tending to the deepening of the entrance to the channel 
at the Midway islands during the last year,is repairing 
at the Mare Island Navy-yard. She is destined for duty 
with the Darien exploring expedition, and when in 
readiness will proceed immediately to Panama and report 
to Commander Selfridge. 

Mr. R. B. Forbes, chairman of the standing commit- 
tee of the Massachusetts Humane Society, writes us that 
at a meeting of the trustees of the Society held Decem- 
ber 2, it was voted to present the silver medal, the 
highest testimonial, to Lieutenant Commander N. Mayo 
Dyer of the U. 8. Steamer Ossipee, for his gallant con- 
duct in jumping overboard on the 12th of October last 
to save the captain of the maintop, who fell from the 
maintopsail yard, striking the rigging in his descent. 

CaPpTAIN James S. Abeel, U. 8. Army, retired, died at 

Rome, N. Y., on Thursday last, in the seventy-sixth year 
of his age. He was born in Pennsylvania, but remoy- 
ed to New York when quite a lad. In 1813 he entered 
the military service as third lieutenant, and was assign- 
ed to duty with the Twenty-third Infantry, which regi- 
ment was disbanded on the 15th of June, 1815. Some 
months later he was commissioned a second lieutenant, 
and on the 31st of December, 1834, resigned and return- 
ed to private life. Three years later, however, he again 
entered the service as military storekeeper of ordnance, 
a position he held, with the rank of captain, to the time 
of his death. 
GENERAL Logan, having taken his fill of Army reform, 
co..ceives the idea that he has a mission to the Navy 
He was evidently nervous lest some one should get the 
sta.t of him, for the members of Comgress were hardly 
settled in their seats before he introduced the following 
bill: “Be it enacted, etc., That the office of Admiral in 
the Navy be, and the same is hereby abolished, there be- 
ing now a vacancy in said office, and all laws and parts 
of laws creating said office shall, by virtue of this act, 
henceforth be held to be repealed. Section 2. And be it 
further enacted, That the office of Vice-Admiral in the 
Navy shall continue until a vacancy shall occur in the 
same, and ro longer; and when such vacancy shall occur 
in said office, immediately thereupon all laws and parts 
of laws creating said office shall become inoperative, and 
shall, by virtue of this act, thenceforward be held to be 
repealed.” Mr. Hale objected, and Mr. Logan thereupon 
gave notice that he would move on Monday next, Decem- 
ber 12, to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 

WRITING from Havre, under date the 7th instant, the 
Paris correspondent of an English paper says: “ There 
is an English gunboat moored in this harbor, the Heli- 
con, a paddle steamer with two funnels, mounting two 
small guns ; and but forthe marine pacing the bridge, no 
one would take her for anything but a very large private 
yacht. If for some mysterious reason not generally 
known to the public it was necessary that our navy 
should be represented at Havre just now, it is a pity that 
a more formidable specimen was not selected. Compared 
with the French floating batteries, the Protectrice and 
Infernale, the corvette Catinat, the gunboat Oriflamme, 
and the American steam corvette Juniata—this latter a 
splendid vessel, in splendid condition—the Helicon looks 
very like a minnow among Tritons. Perhaps you will 
think it worth while to ascertain why a British man-of- 
war was sent to Havre, and once that question is answer- 
ed, why a vessel was not selected calculated to give a 
better idea of our naval power than a gunboat which 
ap fitted out specially for a pleasure cruise. The 
Admiralty should at least keep up appearances, if they 
disregard realities.” 

SEcoND Assistant Engineer W. Sturtevant Moore, U 
S. Navy, was married in Washington November 3) to 
Miss Virginia Henderson Eastman, only daughter of 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Brevet Brigadier-General Seth 
Eastman, U. S. Army. The marriage ceremony was 
solemnized at the Church of the Epiphany, Washington, 
the rector, the Rev. Dr. Starkie, officiating. The 
bridal party entered the church in the following order: 
First, the groomsmen and bridesmaids—Thomas H. Jan- 
vier and Miss Annie Forrest, Frederick McKean and 
Miss Constance Beale, J. W. Corceran and Miss Kate 
Lee, W. H. Edwards and Miss Cenie Maxwell, Harry 
Eastman and Miss Nellie Dorsey, D. R. McKey and Miss 
Fannie E. Dunn. Then the bride with her father. Next 
the groom, with Mrs. Eastman, the bride’s mother 
Then followed Mr. Moore, the father of the groom, with 
Mrs. Eastman, the widow of Brevet Major Eastman; 
Surgeon Maxwell, U.S. Navy, with Mrs. Eastman, the 
wife of Lieutenant-Commander Eastman, U. 8S. Navy; 
Mr. McLain Eastman, with Mrs. Henderson, the wife of 
Chief Engineer Henderson, U. 8. Navy, a brother of Mrs. 
General Eastman; Chief Engineer King, U.S. Navy, 
and Miss Lizzie }Forrest. Among the guests were the 
President and Mrs. Grant, Secretary and Mrs. Fish, Ad- 
miral Porter, Mrs. and Miss Porter, Secretary Belknap, 
Acting Commissioner Douglass and wife, Generals W. 8. 
Hancock, Brice, Meigs, Townsend, Humphreys, Barnes, 
Myers, Commodores Alden, Case, Sands, and many other 
prominent Army and Navy officers now in Washington. 


THE corvette Juniata, eight guns, Commander Stephen 








B, Luce, was at last accounts stationed in the port of 
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Havre, France. A correspondent of the Herald reports, | REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. | of over 140,000,000 square miles, are divided, for the purpose 


that while the carpenter and sailmaker of the Juniata were 
ashore on leave in uniform, going towards the city, they 
were pounced upon by a zealous squad of soldiers and | 
arrested as Prussian spies. They were at once conveyed 
to the jail and locked up. While being escorted to the 
“stronghold ” they were insulted by the crowd and called 
all sorts of unpleasant names by the infuriated home 
guards. As soon as information of this extraordinary 
arrest reached the ship, an officer was sent ashore to idene 


tify the suspected parties, and after a great deal of pa- | Clinton (tug) at home, and the Maumee and the Unadilla, 


laver they were released. Commander Luce was at the 


* time absent on a brief visit to Rouen, and no steps had | sold; the tug Rescue was also sold, under the act of Con- 


been taken to obtain satisfaction for this offence. No 
apology had been made, at last accounts, by the authori- 
ties, although it is probable that they will be made to 
make a satisfactory explanation and apology when Com- 
mander Luce lays before them a formal complaint. The 
arresting party consisted of a detachment of twelve men, 
commanded by a non-commissioned officer, who displayed 
more zeal than sense in the affair. 

The Juniata was awaiting the arrival of her relief, 
the corvette Shenandoah, Commander Clark B. Welles, 
from Lisbon, before she proceeded to the Mediterranean 
for the winter, 


NAVY GAZETTE. 





REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE, 
ORDERED. 


NoveMBER 30.--Second Assistant Engineer James W. Hollihan, 
from the Navy-yard, New York, and ordered to the Guard. 

DeceMBER 1.—Lieutenant Wm. P. Randall, to the receiving 
ship at Boston, Mass. 

Boatswain Thomas Smith, to the receiving ship at Boston, Mass. 

Sailmaker John A. Birdsall, to the receiving ship at New York. 

DecemBer 2.—Assistant Paymaster George E. Boughman to 
duty at Norfolk, Va. 

Second Assistant Engineer John A. Scot, to duty in the North 


Atlantic Fleet 
DecemBeERr 3.—Commander Le Roy Fitch, to the Navy-yard, Pen- 
saeola, Fla. 


DeceuBer 5.—Paymaster R. W. Allen, to the receiving ship Po- 
tomac, at Philadelphia, on the 31st inst 

DeceMBER 6.—Master Wm. M. Paul, to the receiving ship Ohio 
at Boston. 


First Assistant Engineer Rudolph T. Bennett, and Boatswain | 
Philip J. Miller, to the Guerriere 


DETACHED. 


DeceMBER I.—Lieutenant-Commander Henry C. Nields, from 
the Navy-yard, Philadelphia, and ordered to the receiving ship at 
Philadelphia 

Master Andrew Dunlap, from the Jamestown, and waiting or- 
ders. 

First Assistant Engineer B. B. Bampton, from the Nipsic, and 
waiting orders, 

First Assistant Engineer Alfred Adamson, from the Navy-yard, 
Philadelphia, and ordered to the Nipsic. 


Second Assistant Engineer George W. Baird, from the Navy- 
yard, Mare Island, Cal., and ordered to the Pacific Fleet. 
December 2.—Lieutenant Richard M. Cutts, from the Pacific 





Fleet, and ordered to the receiving ship Independence at the Navy- 
yard, Mare Island, Cal, 

DeceMBER 3.—Lieutenant Oscar W. Farenholt, from the Idaho, 
and waiting orders. 

DecemBer 5,—Paymaster George Cochran, from the receiving 
ship Potomac on the 31st inst., and ordered to settle accounts. 

Lieutenant-Commander Horace E. Mullan and Assistant Surgeon 
J. H. Kidder, from the Jdaho, and waiting orders. 

Chaplain W. RK. Cobb, from the Navy-yard, Norfolk, and ordered 
to the Severn per steamer of the 10th inst. 

Midshipman Nathan Sargent, from the Guerriere, and granted 
sick leave. 

DEcEMBER 6.— Assistant Paymaster Wm. T. Stevenson, from the 
receiving ship Vermon/, and ordered to the Guerriere. 

First Assistant Engineer L. W. Robinson, from the Navy-yard, 
Philadelphia, and ordered to the Nipsic. 


Boatswain William Long, from the Guerriere, and granted sick 
leave. 
APPOINTED. 
December 5. —Edward Greg Allen, a second assistant engineer in 
the Navy. 


ORDERS REVOKED. 


DecempBer 6.—The orders of First Assistant Engineer A. Adam- 
son, to the Vipsic, and to remain on duty at the Navy-yard, Phila- 
delphia. 


LIST OF DEATHS 
In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to the 
Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery for the week ending 
Deeember 3, 1870: 

James Dunbar, beneficiary, November 26, Naval Hospital, Phil- 
adelphia. 

Lawrence Carroll, boatswain’s mate, November 28, Naval Hospi- 
tal, New York. 

ALLOTMENT CIRCULAR. 
TREasuRY DEPARTMENT, FourTH AUDITOR’s OFFroR, } 
December 1, 1870. 4 

On and after the Ist of January, 1871, naval paymasters will 
observe the following additional regulat:ons in regard to allot- 
ments : 

1. When a paymaster transfers the account of an officer or en- 
listed man who has an allotment, he should immediately inform 
this officer of the fact, giving the names of the paymaster and 
vessel to whom the transfer has been made, and stating the whole 
sum which he has checked, mentioning the last month’s allottment 
checked upon his roll. 

2. When a paymaster has the aecount of an allottor transferred 
to him, and he in turn transfers the account before any checkage 
on the allotment has been made by him, he will at once so inform 
this officer, giving the names of the paymaster and vessel to whom 
he has transferred the account. 

3. When an allotment is discontinued by reason of the death, 
desertion, or request of the allottor, the paymaster who then has 
his account upon his roll will inform this office of the amount 
checked by him, giving the last month checked, 

4. When an allotment expires by limitation, the paymaster who 
at that time has the account of the allottor will be required imme- 
diately to inform this office as to the amount he has checked, and 
state the last month checked. 

Paymasters are earnestly enjoined to comply strictly with the 
above regulations in every particular, in order to save themselves 
from pecuniary loss in the event of a short checkage on an allot- 
ment. W. B. Moors, Acting Auditor. 

Approved: J. M. Bropreap, Second Comptroller. 


Tue Secretary of the Treasury has issued instructions 
directing a change of station of vessels belonging to the 
revenue marine, prior to winter cruising. The revenue 
steamer Mahoning, now at Portland, will be ordered to 
Boston, and the Vigilant, now at Boston, will be trans- 
ferred to Portland. The Mahoning is regarded as one of 
the best vessels in the revenue marine service, and will 
cruise during the winter eastward from Nantucket 
Shoals in order to give succor to vessels in distress and 
support to such as may need it. The Dobbin will be 
stationed at Castine, Me.; the Campbell at New London, 
Conn.; the McQulloch at New York, and the Miami at 
Wilmington. 





Navy Department, December 1, 1870, 


of our naval operations, into five distinct cruising stations, 
to each of which is assigned such of four naval force as the 


Sir: I respectfully submit the foilowing report of the | circumstances of each may require and the means at the 


Navy Department and the naval service for the last year : 

At the date of my last report the Navy of the United States 
consisted of 188 ships, of all classes, calculated to carry, | 
when in commission, 1,322 guns, exclusive of howitzers. | 
Since that time four small gunboats, the Seminole and the 


in the East, have been condemned as unseaworthy, and 


| gress, to the governme’ of Liberia, through the agency of 
the President of that republic, who visited this country 
| with authority to carry out the requirements of the law. On 
the 3d of January last the tug Maria was run into and sunk | 
on long Island Sound, with a loss of four men; and on the 
night of the 24th of the same month the steam sloop Oneida, 
cut down by the English passenger steamer Bombay, sunk in 
the bay of Yeddo, with the loss of most of her officers and 
crew. Thus reduced, the Navy consists at this time of 15] 


command of the Department may permit. 
these stations have not been changed since the date of my 





| vessels, calculated to carry 1,309 guns. Of these, 52 are of 
the iron-clad or monitor class; of the remainder, 30 are sail- 
ing vessels without any steam-power, and the balance | 
steamers or sailing vessels with auxiliary steam power. Of | 
| these, 45 vessels, including store and hospital ships, mounting | 
465 guns, are attached to the several fleets, and 4 others, 
mounting 7 guns, are in commission for special service. 
These, with six receiving ships at the various stations and the 
tugs and small vessels on duty at the Navy-yards and stations, 
make the naval force now incommission. Ten others, mount 
ing 143 guns, are ready for sea, and will join the several fleets 
as soon as they receive their complement of men. These, 
however, cannot be enlisted till the ships which are return- 
ing tothis country shall have discharged their crews. Of 
the remainder, whose names are borne on the register, 13 
are on the stocks in various stages of forwardness, 15 are 
under repair at the various yards, and the balance are laid 
up in ordinary, or as unfit for service or repair. 

During the period which has passed since my last report 
the United States of America have been at peace with all 
nations, and the duties of her Navy have been nowhere those 
of active hostility. But the attitude of this branch of the 
public service must always be in some degree warlike, since 
it represents abroad the military power of the Government, 
and, displaying everywhere the flag of the country, is ex 
pected to protect the rights which that represents from the 
attacks of barbaric ignorance and the encroachments of 
| civilized power. Our people, peaceful, prosperous, and se- 
‘eure at home, and representing peculiarly the civilization of 
| humanity and peace, are slow to realize the trials to which 
their governmental, commercial, and religious representa- 
tives scattered throughout the world are so often subjected, 
and the sudden and sometimes appalling dangers which 
threaten so frequently their personal safety and our national 
honor. But those who are charged with the duty of antici- 
pating, as far as may be, such dangers, and of guarding 
against them, are ever oppressed by their presence and by 
the want of adequate power at command for proteetion or 
redress. Almost every foreign mail during the past year has 
brought, through the appropriate channels, to the Navy De - 
| partment, from our citizens and representatives in every 
| quarter of the globe, requests, which are sometimes appeais, 
| gor that assurance of safety and protection abroad which is 
| only afforded by the presence of an armed vessel of the 
Government. Wherever civilization is backward, commerce 
and Christianity are only safe under the guardianship of 
power; wherever governments are unsettled or arbitrary, 
the property and the persons of strangers of every class are 
jn continual danger; and all over the world, wherever war 
| inflames the passions of civilized men, the authority of law 
| is loosened, the securities of government unsettled, and the 
influence of civilized society weakened, and there the rights 
of neutrals demand of their governments constant and care- 





| ful protection. 
On our own continent, war in the West Indies and compli- 


cations on the fishing banks have called simultaneously for 
the presence of our cruisers at both extremities of the North 
| Atlantic station. From the isolated groups of the Pacific, 
| and from every struggling government of the south, we are 
| called upon to protect the persons and property of our citi- 
|zens. Everywhere on the shores of civilized Europe, from 
| the Baltic to the Bosphorus, the security of American in- 
|terests and the rights of American citizenship demand at 
| this juncture the presence of our flag; and in the half-civ- 

| ilized East our commerce is constantly startled by outbreaks 
| which defy the power of even friendly governments. At our 
last advices Christian missionaries, frightened from their 
chapels and schoolhouses, were being returned on board a 
man-of-war; and on any day we may hear that some 
representative of our Government, more than ten 
thousand miles from our capital, has found his 
only safety under cover of cur naval guns. In addition 
to the duties which these circumstances entail, the Navy 
is at this time prosecuting, under the authority of Congress, 
two surveys across the isthmus which connects the northern 
and southern portions of our continent, and making, under 
like authority, soundings and surveys for lines of telegraph, 
and for dredging and improvement of harbors of refuge and 
resort, on our coasts and in mid ocean; we are also about to 
contribute, under special legislative direction, a vessel and 
its appliances to a scientific expedition toward the North 
Pole. To answer as far as possible the requirements imposed 
by these conditions is the appropriate duty of our Navy, but 
the fulfilment of this duty must, of course, depend upon the 
proportion which the means at its command bear to the char- 
acter and frequency of the circumstances calling for attention, 
and the vast distances which must be traversed to apply 





The limits of 


last report, nor has the Department been able to increase to 
any great extent the force assigned to each of them. 

The North Atlantic station, extending northward from 
the mouth of the Amazon and westward from the 43° of lon- 
gitude west of Greenwich, embraces more than 3,000 miles of 
our own coast line on the Atlantic and the gulf, and includes 
within its limits all the West Indio islands and the coasts of 
Mexico, the isthmus, and the northern countries of South 
America. The force on this sis ion is under command of 
Rear-Admiral 8S. P. Lee, who relieved Rear-Admiral C. H. 
Poor on the 16th of August last. It consists of the Severn, 
the Congress, the Tuscarora,.the Swatara, the Nantasket, the 

Yantic, the Kansas, and the Népsic, with the tug Pilgrim, 
and the iron-clads Dictator, Terror, Ajax, and Saugus, and 
the Puwnee as & hospital ship, making in all 14 ships, includ- 
ing the tug, and mounting ,79 guns. Of this fleet ali but 
four vessels, the Tuscarora, the Nantasket, the Dictator, and 
the Saugus, have been refitted or repaired during the past 
year. The principal headquarters of this fleet is at Key 
West, selected as the most convenient station, within six 
hours’ sail of Havana, and in direct communication by tele- 
graph with Washington. Of this fleet the four monitors, 
with the hospital ship and tug, cannot be considered as 
cruisers; the latter is stationed permanently at headquarters, 
end the former, whose movements are slow and expensive, 
are kept ready for emergencies, and move oniy to points 
where a display of force is called for. The steamers Nipsic 
and Kansas of this squadron are at present engaged on special 
service connected with the Darien and Tehuantepec surveys. 
During the past year the vessels of this fleet have been 
largely engaged in cruising among the West India islands, es- 
pecially in the neighborhood of San Domingo, to the govern- 
ment of which republic we extended our protection under 
the terms ofthe pending treaties; and in the waters of Cuba, 
where a condition of civil strife demanded the constant pres- 
ence of our ships for the protection of American interests. 
These waters embrace an area of 606,000 square miles. The 
island of San Domingo itself has a coastline of over 1,100 
miles, while that of Cuba exceeds 1,600 miles inextent. In 
these waters the force of other and distant nations far exceed- 
ed ourown. The French and English fleets on that station 
are fur larger than our own; while that of Spain is made up 
of 25 ships, including several powerful sea-going iron-clads, 
mounting in all 356 guns, besides 30 gunboats, mounted, 
each with one heavy rifle gun. 

The South Atlantic station, stretchingfrom the Amazon 
across to St. Paul de Loanda, and southward between the 
shores and beyond the capes of either continent, covers an 
area of vast extent and importance. The fleet assigned to 
this station consists at present of but four vessels, three of 
which are on the station, andthe fourth about to join it. 
These, under the command of Rear-Admiral Lanman, are 
the Lancaster (flag-ship), the Portsmouth, the Wasp, and the 
Narraganset, Dumberingin all 41 guns. Of this fleet the Nar- 
raganset bas been completely refitted during the past year. 

The Pacific station extends from Behring Straits southward 
to Cape Horn, and westward to the 170° west longitude, and 
south of the equator to the 115° east, including the South 
Pacific groups, New Zealand, New Guinea, and Australia. 
The fleet on the station is divided into two squadrons, called 
respectively the North and South Pacific squadrons. The 
North Pacific squadron, under the immediate command of 
Commodore William R. Taylor, consists at this time of seven 
ships, mounting in all 88 guns, six of which are on the sta- 
tion, and the seventh under orders to join the squadron, 
viz.: the Pensacola, the Saranac, the St. Mary's, the Cyane, 
the Nyack, and the Saginaw, with the California about to 


sail. The South Pacific squadron, now under the immediate 


command of Commodore David McDougal, consists of five 
ships, mounting in all'40 guns, viz. : the Jamestown, the Ossi- 
pee, the Resaca, the Onward, and the Mohican. The whole 
fleet thus consists of 12 ships, mounting in all 128 guns, and 
is under the general command of Rear-Admiral John A. 
Winslow, who relieved Rear-Admiral Turner on the 9th day of 
September last. Of this fleet all but three vessels have been 
refitted or repaired since the date of my last report. Our 
coast line on this station, including that of Alaska, is over 
4,000 miles in extent, and the duties and responsibilities of 
this fleet are of great variety and importance. Besides a 
general protectorate ofthe persons and property of our mis- 
sionaries, representatives, citizens,and traders scattered on 
the coasts and in the seaports of South America and the 
| isthmus, and among the islands of the Pacific, they include a 
supervision of the interests of the Government and our people 
in the whaling and seal fisheries of the north, and of our com- 
mercial relations with the islands and with the east. In 
these interests long stretches of coast must be su ed, 
ports of resort and harbors of refuge on the mainland and in 
mid ocean must be sounded and dredged, points of difficulty 
and of danger tested and marked out, and at vast distances, 
with thousands of miles between, the flag of the republic must 
be displayed wherever barbarism is ignorant or cupidity un- 

mindful of our rights and power. The reports of the opera- 
tions of the ships on this station, which, together with those 
of the other fleets, will be found detailed in brief in the 

statement annexed, entitled ‘‘Operations of Fleets,’’ and 

more at large in the reports in the appendix, will be found 

both interesting and instructive, especially those relating to 

the cruises of the Jamestown and Kearsarge among the islands 

of the Pacific. 

The European station, embracing all the waters of the 
Atlantic, a its communicating seas north of the equator, 
and including the whole European coast and that of North 
Africa, is always a station of great consequence, in view of 
the intimacy of our relations with the peoples and govern- 
ments of western Europe, and the number and importance 
of our personal and commercial relations in that quarter of 
the world. In the present condition of Europe the feelings 
and pride of our people, as well as their interests and safety, 
demand that we shall be represented there by all the force 
available for that purpose; and the Department has en- 
deavored to increase the fleet in that quarter as far as was 
possible, in view of the requirements of other'stations. Our 
European fleet is now under the command of Rear-Admiral 
Glisson, who relieved Rear-Admiral Radford on the 10th of 
August last. It consists of the Franklin (flag-ship), the 
Brooklyn, the Richmond, the Plymouth, the Shenandoah, the 
Juniata, the Saco, and the Guerriere, eight ships, mounti 
in all 129 guns. Of these, seven are now on the station, an 
the eighth, the Guerriere, is under sailing orders to join the 
fleet. Of this fleet, all but the Franklin, the Richmond, and 
the Juniata have been refitted and repaired during the past 





them. The navigable waters of the globe, embracing an area | year. 
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The Asiatic station embraces all the waters of Asia and of 
eastern and northeastern Africa, and the islands of the East- 
ern Ocean, stretching eastward till it meets the limits of the 
Pacific station extending from the west. The fleet on this 
station is now under command of Rear-Admiral John Rod- 
gers, who relieved Rear-Admiral Rowan on the 2@th day of 
August last. Itconsists of the Colorado (flag-ship), the Beni- 
cia, the Alaska, the Ashuelot, the Monocacy, the Palos, and 
the Jdaho (store-ship), seven vessels in all, mounting 88 
guns. Of this fleet all but three have been prepared for sea 
and have sailed from the United States since the date of my 
last report. The Paulos, a smali steamer of 306 tons, fitted 
and armed for cruising in the rivers of China, was sent to 
join this fleet by the route of the Suez Canal. She made the 
passage from Boston to Singapore in 73 sailing days. The 
history of her voyage and her passage of the canal, detailed 
in the appendix, will be found of mach interest. The im- 
portance of our interests on this station can hardly be over- 
estimated, and the constant necessity for an increase of our 
force there oppresses the Department. The uncertain tenure 
by which all the interests of commerce, civilization, and reli- 
gion are held in the East ; the ignorance which clogs, and the 
superstitions which thwart, all plain dealing with barbaric and 
semi-barbaric power; and the vast distances which separate the 
points of interest or danger—all these combine to demand an 
increase of force which the Department is unable to afford. 
The feeling of uncertainty and alarm which at this time per- 
vades all the European settlements in China extends to our 
own commercial and religious representatives, and the bulk 
of our Asiatic fleet is now cruising in that portion of the sta- 
tion for the protection of any interests which may be threat- 
ened, and the display, as far as may be, of that armed force 
which makes the strongest appeal to Asiatic respect. 














MIDWAY ISLANDS, 


The act making appropriations for the naval service, ap- 
proved March |, 1869, appropriated $50,000 for deepening 
the entrance to the harbor of Midway Islands, in the Pacific 
Ocean, to afford a safe rendezvous and port of refuge and re- 
sort for the naval and merchant vessels of the United States. 
In pursuance of the provisions of this act a contract was en- 
tered into with Mr. George W. Townsend, of Boston, Sep- 
tember 30, 1869, to execute the work, and one of the vessels 
of the Pacific fleet, the Sayinaw, under Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Sicard, was detailed to aid the contractor by making 
the necessary surveys, and to afford such other facilities as 
were ressonahie and best calculated to forward the enterprise. 
The commanding officer of this ship was charged with the 
immediate supervision of the work, and with the insnection 
of it as contemplated by the act. 


the deepening of the channel was commenced, and has been 
continued with fidelity. More difficulty has been expecienced 
and greater obstacles encountered than were anticipate:|, but 
at the date . the iatest report from the officer in charge, he 
was able to torm a tolerably fair estimate of the time and 
cost of completing the work. His estimate of time is 52 
months from April 23, the date of its commencement, 
and of the cost about $214,000, which sum he con- 
siders to be the least that can be allowed. I: is agreed 
in the contract that the United States shall have the op- 
tion of terminating the work whenever the appropriation 
specially wade for it by UCongress shall be insufficient for its 
further continusice, and as the Department has given positive 
instructions that the appropriation be not exceeded, there will 
be no means for prosecuting the work longer than till October, 
at which time the party proposes returning to San Francisco. 
Lieutenar !-Commander Sicard gives in his report full and in- 
teresting details of the manner ia which the work has been 
executed, its progress from time to time, and the prospects of 
its successful termination. 


INTEROCEANIC CANAL. 


Tn execution of the plan stated in my last annual report 
for surveying the Isthmus of Darien, with a view to ascer- 
tain by what route, if any, a ship canal might be constructed 


between the two oceans, three small veasels, the Nipsic, | 
Guard, and Ny«-k, were, in January, 1870, placed under the | 


command of Commander Thomas 0. Selfridge, with instruc- 
tions to explore and survey such portions of the province o 
Darien as might be supposed suitable for the location and 
construction of such acanal. Besides the officers and crews 
of these vessels, the exploring party consisted of a guard of 
marines, under the co.umand of Captain Houston, and twelve 
civilians, employed as engineers, draughtsmen, telegraphers, 
mineralogists, and photographers. Two of the vessels (the 
Guard and Nipsic) were ordered to r ndezvous in Caledouia 
Bay. The Guard arrived there on the 19th of February, and 
the Nipsic two days later, by the way of Aspinwall, where 
she touched to procure laborers and guides. The President 
of Panama exhibited a friendly interest, and sent an official 
representative to join the exploring party. The Nyack, 
which wasattached to the Pacific fleet, was ordered to San 
Inigues Bay, but, not reaching her destination until the 14th 
of April, her officers and crew took no part in the explora- 
tions on shore, but were advantageously employed in harbor 











| the Department to prosecute the plan of exploration and 


| complete the survey during the present season in such a man- 


ner as to settle definitely the question of a ship canal by any 
of the Darien routes. The expedition, erganized under the 
| provisions of the act of Congress, for the survey of the Te- 
huantepec route for a ship canal, consisting of the Kansas 
and Mayflower (tug), sailed from Hampton Roads, under 
| command of Captain R. W. Shufeldt, on the 14th of October, 
arriving at Key West on the 24th of that month. When last 
heard from they had left Key West in good condition, for the 
place of their rendezvous. It is expected that the survey 
will be completed during the present season, and a favorable 
result is hoped for. Such are some of the duties required of 
our naval foree in time of peace, and such is the force which 
we are now able to put a the seas for the performance of 
at, 


relations with Great Britain, our supply would be in a great 
measure cut off. There is not in this country a private firm 
| of hydrography. The Government, by establishing its own 
office, has destroyed private enterprise in this direétion, and 
| taken upon itself the supplying of all the needed informa- 
| tion, and most properly so; for private firms can neither find 


| this branch sufficiently remunerative to insure accuracy,nor 


| can theyreadilyobtain the necessary information, which comes 
| largelyfrom the offices of foreign governments, and from original 
| surveys entirely beyondtheir province. To place our office 
on a proper basis, and make a gradual advancement from 
year to year, a fair appropriation is required to procure 
| and arrange a proper building for the prosecution and ex- 
tension of the work ; and a yearly allowance to enable the 
office to increase gradually its engraved chart-plates, etc., 


these duties. It is true t with all the Department has 
been able to do during the last year, it has not been possible | 
to increase materially our cruising force on foreign stations. | yearly ,appropriation should also be made for prosecuting 
But this force is, I think, in a state of much greater efficiency | surveys abroad in such unsurveyed fields as most require it, 
than formerly, and there are, in addition, several ships ready and which may most immediately benefit our own commerce 
for sea, which can sail to strengthen our squadrons as soon 
as crews can be enlisted to man them. I am happy, more- | ; ’ 
over, to be able to report that the past year shows a marked : I beg leave also to call your attention to the unsafe condi 
improvement in the character and the conduct of the mention of the magazine at Norfolk, Virginia, and to ask thata 
enlisting in the service, and the general discipline and effi- | sufficient appropriation be made for the purchase of a new 
ciency of the crews of our men-of-war. Many regulations | site in a safer position, and for the erection of the necessary 
have been made and orders issued during the last year look- buildings. A smelting furnace has been erected, and is in 


| until such time as, by the sale of their work, with an in- 
| crease of commerce, the office would pay for itself. A small 


MAGAZINE AT NORFOLK, ETC, 


The Saginaw reacued the | 
Midway Islands March 24, and as soon as possible thereafter | 


rl the 


lof defence and 


ing to their comfort and health, and a system of rewards and | 
promotions for good conduct established. This has already 
produced noticeable effect for good, and it needs only to be 
pursued and enlarged to make the Navy attractive to the 
best sailors in the country. The officers in charge of this 
subject unite in recommending, as an improvement now most 
urgent, the allowance of an outfit of clothing to each sailor, 
on enlistment, after the manner of the allowances of a simi- 
lar character made inthe Army ; and the Department con- 
curs in this recommendation as an act of justice, and a means 
of re ieving the men from the necessity of entering the ser- 
vice in debt to the Government,and removing this induce- 
ment to discontent and desertion, I beg a'so, in thisconnec~ 
tion, to refer to and repeat the recommendations made at 
length in my last report, upon t:e subject of improving the 
character of our seamen, and of their training, registry, and 
organization as a part of the available force of the country. 


NAVY-YARDS 


The condition of our Navy-yards in various parts of 
the country demands attention. Very little has been done 
towards their improvement at any time since the commence- 
ment of the war, and last year nothing was appropriated for 
that purpose, except a small amount for the Mare [sland 


| atiention of Congress to the condition to which our building 
and repairing yards were coming under this policy; and in 
my last report I felt called upon to speak at some length 
on the subject. Each year that they are postponed the ne- 
cessity for improvements grows more imperative, and the cost 
|of making them larger, while the want of them is each year 
|more and more severely felt in the increased cost to the 
Government of the work which we are obliged to do, en- 
| tailed by the want of the ordinary appliances for rapid and 
| economical labor. This want is most severely felt at Mare 
| Island, where is situated our only naval establishment on 
the Paciiic coast. 





the Asiatic fleet, should be repaired at this yard. The pas- 
consumes too much time, to be thought of when other means 
of refitting and repair are possible to the Government; yet, 
| for the want of »ppropriations for the proper buildings, tools, 


obliged to make long and dangerous passages to the Atlantic 
coast, with'’great detriment to the service and lossto the Gov- 
ernment; and expensive and cumbersome machinery built 
at the east must be transported across the continent at an ex- 
| pense often equal to its original cost. I wou'd also again 
| press the suggestions made last year in regard to the im- 
| portance of removing our large working yards from their 
present situation in the midst of populous and growing cities, 
and call attention again to the necessities of the service and 
obligations of the Government in regard to the League 
Island portion of the Philadelphia station, and to that of 
New London. 





THE SUBMARINE TORPEDO. 
The importance of the submarine torpedo as a weapon of 
naval warfare is every day more apparent. As our experi. 
ments and improvements progress, the terrible power of this 


| engine, and the certainty and ease with which it may be ap- 


plied, are more clearly demonstrated, and it promises to be 
the most efficient as well as the leart expensive means 
attack known to the service. Kecent 
events in Europe have shown its value as an important part 
of a system of coast defence. We are progressing in this di- 
rection as fast as the appropriation will permit, and if the 
suggestions of the officers in charge of this branch are car- 
ried out, we shall, 1 think, be as well armed in this respect 
as any other power in the world. The reports of the several 


and coast survey. Three routes were explored andsurveyed, | bureaus of the Department, and that cf the Admiral, upon 


viz. $ 

1. The Darien route, which, starting from Caledonia Bay, 
proceeds to the head waters of the Su:ubiti river, following 
that river to iis junction with the Chucunaqui, thence goes 
westwardly, across the ‘divide,’ to the confluence of the 
Lara and Savanna rivers, and down the Savauna to the 
Pacific ocean. 

2. The Sassardi route, which, leading from Sassardi Har- 
bor, at the northerly extremity of Caledonia Bay, up the 
Sassardi river to the dividing ridge, moves thence to the riv- 
er Morti, a tributary of the Chucunaqui, and thence, by the 
Morti, Chueunaqui, and Savanna. to the Pacific. 

3. The route of San Blas, which, starting from the gulf of 
that name, passes throu :h the valleys of the Mandinga and 
Marmoni rivers, to the junction of the latter with the river 
: Bayamo, or Chepo, and thence twelve miles by that river to 
the Pacific. 

Each of these three routes was ascertained to be impracti- 
cable for ashipcanal. In the first, an elevation of 553 


feet; inthe second, of 284 feet ; and in the third, of 1,142 | 


feet, must be overcome by tunnels, varying in length from 
six to ten miles, and involving an expense too monstrous for 
any hope of profit or advantage. The advent of the rainy 
season rendered the further survey of other routes im possi- 
ble, and the expedition returned \o report results and await 
further orders. The report of Commander Selfridge seems 
to furnish abundant proof that the expedition was conducted 


with great industry, zeal, and skill; and although no feasi- | 


ble route has yet been discovered, the field of fature explora- 
tion has been materially diminished. The importance of 
this work cannot be overestimated, and it is the purpose of 


| the condition of the service, will be found in the appendix 


| to this report. They contain much that is instructive and 


valuable. I shall not pause to relate them in detail, but, 
| recommending them for the study of all who, from duty or 
| inclination, are interested in the service, shall refer especial- 
| ly to a few things which impress me as of the most urgent im- 
portance. 

HYDROGRAPHIC OFFICE. 


The necessity of an American hydrographic establishment, 
furnishing its own charts, books, and sailing directions, at 
least to our own commerce, if not to the outside world, and 
performing its portion of the works of survey and discovery, 
must be apparent to any one even slightly acquainted with 
the wants of commerce and the duties of a commercial nation. 
Under all European governments of any note such establish- 
ments have long been in operation, furnishing their quota 
for the general advance of science and the greater security 
of <navigation. In this the hydrographic office of England 
| takes thelead; and, furnishing its charts and publications 
toa great part of the commercial world, exacts a tribute 
which pays almost the whole expense not only of the office 
and its publications, but of thelsurveys constantly carried on 
in every quarter of the globe. Our country, with perhaps 
greater advantages, has done, and is doing, little in com- 
parison. Although a hydrographic office has been estab- 
lished by Congress, under the Bureau of Navigation, no 
steps have been taken toward its advancement and gradual 
increase, and it is at present scarcely more than a depot of 
charts, the greater part of which, with the sailing directions, 
ete., used by our naval and commercial marine, are pur- 
chased from abroad; and, in the event of a rupture of our 








yard. The late Secretary, Mr. Welles, frequently called the | 


Our vessels for the Pacific fleet should be | 
built, as far as may be, and all of them, as weil as those of | 


sage round Cape Horn is too difficult and dangerous, and | 


and machinery for this yard on the Pacific, our ships are | 


full operation, within 200 feet of the present site of the mag 
azine buildings, some of which are of wood, and the town is 
fast extending to direct contact with their walls. The sub 
| ject of anitre depot, for the storage of nitre at some inland 
point near railroad or canal communication with the sea- 
| coast, also presses for action. This subject was fully pre 
| sented by the Chief of the Bureau of Ordnance in a note to 
| the estimates for the bureau for 1869-70. This is believed to 
| be very important, and it is hoped that Congress will see the 
propriety of acting in the matter. In ordnance there is no 
reason to believe we are yet behind other nations, but large 


sums are now being expended by themin experiments with 
cannon and guns of all callibres; and as thein e genius 
of our country is much engaged in the improvement of arws, 
and new suggestions, some of much apparent merit, are con- 
stantly offered, it is hoped that a suitable sum may be al- 
lowed for testing them, particularly as most of the inventors 


are without the means for doing this themselves. Among the 
many enterprises on foot for restoring our commerce and af- 
fording greater facilities to the Navy in time of war, which 
ask for governmental sssisianee, those which present them- 
| selves most favorably to the Department are such as propose 
to erect building yards for iron ships, and docks of large ca 
pacity, sufficient for the building of the largest class of steam 

ers for mercantile and war purposes, and offer to the Gov- 
ernment preference for their work in time of peace, and ab- 
solute control in time of war. We have notat this time the 
requisite docks, tools, and machinery for the construction of 
these great iron vessels, and the establishment and control of 
such works as these would of course be of great advantage to 
the Government. 


THE NAVAL ACADEMY 


at Annapolis continues to be a subject of great interest and 
satisfaction to all who are interested in the service. The 
mental and physical development produced under the system 
there pursued is of great value, and its benefits are felt in ev- 
ery department of the service. The board of visitors, whose 
report is annexed (in the appendix), have made recommen- 
dations, in which the Department concurs, in regard to the 
| increase of age at the time of admission, the purchase of a 
| strip of land lying eontiguous to the Academy, and between 
two portions of the Government property, and the establish- 
| ment ofa swimming school. It should not be forgotten by 
those interested in this institution that it is intended as a 
school of discipline for an exact and difficult service, as well 
as of mental instruction and improvement. In this view the 
enforcement of regulations, which to the uninformed may 
seem strict, becomes necessary to maintain the standard of 
| the school, and accomplish the ends for which it was estab- 
| lished. 


THE DEATH OF ADMIRAL FARRAGUT. 


Since the adjournment of Congress the nation has been 
called to mourn the death of the great naval hero, Admiral 
| David G. Farragut, who was alike distinguished .or his ser- 
| vice to his country, for his moral worth, and for the simplici 
ty of his personal character. He has passed to his rest while 
| his deeds are yet fresh in the memory of his countrymen. 
Entering the naval service at an early age, he gave evidence 
as a boy,on board the historic Lssex, of that bravery and 
| self-reliance which distinguished him in after-life During 
| the years of peace which succeeded, his professional conduct 
and his personal bearing, as he advaneed from grade -to 
grade in the service, placed him among the foremost of his 
profession in the estimation of the Department and of the 
country. On the breaking out of the Rebellion, Admiral 
(then Captain) Farragut, thongh a citizen of a seceding 
State, knew no other allegiance than that pledged to the 
Government and flag of his country. He was early selected 
by the Navy Department as the commander-in-chief of the 
blockading squadron operating on the southern coast, where, 
by the brilliant exploits of the fleet under his command at 
ew Orleans, in the Mississippi, and at Mobile, he conquer- 
ed the admiration of the world, and won the gratitude of his 
country. Honored both at home and abroad, and beloved 
by all who knew him, hehas descended to the grave, and his 
country mourns the hero and the man. Since his death the 
very distinguished officer who had occupied the position of 
Vice-Admiral has succeeded to his place as Admiral, and Rear 
Admiral Rowan, who has received the thanks of Congress for 
gallant services to the country, has been appointed Vice-Ad. 
wiral. 

On the afternoon of the 24th of January last the steam 
sloop o' war Oneida, carrying 6 guns and a crew of 176 
officers and men, steamed out of the harbor of Yokohama 
on her return to this country, after a cruise of three 
years on the Asiatic station. At 7 o’clock on the same 
evening, in the bay of Yeddo, about fifteen miles from Yoko- 
hama, she was run into by the English steamer Bombay, car 
rying the mails and’ passengers forthe last-named port. After 
cutting down the Oneida, and carrying away entirely a large 
portion of her stern, the Bombay proceeded on her way, 
leaving behing her in the darkness the unfortuaate ship and 
her gallant crew. In less than fifteen minutes from the time 
she was first struck the Oneida had sunk beneath the waves, 
and of 24 officers and 152 men but two of the former and 57 of 
the latter escaped a watery grave. I have already had the 
honor, in response to resolutions of Congress, to communi- 
cate all the information on this subject which was in the pos- 
session of the Department, and to express my opinion of the 
causes of the disaster and of the conduct of the actors. I have 
not since that time seen reason to change these views, and, 
still believing that our loss was caused by tle recklessness 











Decemser 10, 1870. 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 








and bad navigation of the persons in charge of the Bombay, 
I recommend that the Department be authorized to take 
such means as may be available 
owners for our pecuniary loss. The lives of those who 
perished cannot be restored, nor their loss repaid to their 
families or their country. 


The pension 1 the Ist of November was as follows: 
1.368 invalids innually receiving $123,014 50; 1,642 
widows and children, annually receiving $266,032 ; 3,010 
persons, receiving at talof $389,046 50. 


EXPENSES AND ESTIMATES. 


The whole actual expenditure of the Department and the 
service, chargeable to the Navy appropriations since the date 
of the last report and up to the ist of December, is the sum of 


218,985,165 LI This amount will be slightly, but oaly ap- 
parently, increased by the payments of adjudicated prize 
money, ani the bounties given by Congress to the heirs of 
those lost in the Oneida, which sums, though chargeable to 
other funds, will appear in the general sum of naval expen- 
diture. The actual expenditure of the year ending Decem- 
ber 1, 1869, was $20,081,285. This shows a decrease in the 
expenditure of the last year from that of the previous year 
of $1,096,119 89. The appropriations for the current fiscal 
year, ending on the 30th day of June next, amount in the 


aggregate to $19,994,63- 17. The expenditure since the 


commencement of the fiscal year is within that proportion of 
the appropriations applicable to the five months which have 
passed, and shows a decrease, during that period, of $2,488,- 
535 30 from the expenditure of the corresponding five months 


of the last year 
A statement showing the amounts drawn, refunded, and 
expended for each month of the last year is hereunto an 


nexed 





to obtain redress from her | 


CORRESPON DENCE. 


Our correspondents are informed that communications intended 
for our columns, to receive prompt attention, should invariably be 
addressed to Tue Eprror of the ARMy anD Navy Jounnat, Box 
3,201, New York. 


THE WAR QUESTION IN ENGLAND. 
Lonpon, November 22, 1870. 


why 





| To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sir: It is quite needless to tell you that the Franco- 
Prussian war is quite eclipsed in this country by the 
sudden, and I may say appalling thought, that before 
the end of the year England may find herself involved 
in hostilities not only with Russia, but with other, and 
up to the present unknown foes. Every one knows that 
nothing is so dreaded as an undefined, a vague danger. 
To warn a man to “take care;” threateningly to hold up 
a finger and nothing more, is infinitely more terrible 
than the direst of menaces clearly expressed. It is pre- 
cisely this undefined doubt and danger relative to the 
future which at this moment most agitates men’s minds 
in England. The almost unanimous tone of the press 
will have shown you that Rus-ia’s declared intention to 
break the treaty of 1856 has united Englishmen as no 
other question hag done for very many years past. There 


| are just three things which may happen, no more, and 


there can be no compromise between any of the three: 
(1) Either Russia must withdraw her pretensions and 
express regret that they should have been enunciated; or 
(2) England must eat humble pie, allow matters to take 


The estimates for the general expenses of the service for | their course, and lose the litte prestige remaining to 


the fiscal year ending June 30, 1872, amount to $20,683,- 


17 77, and are as follows 
Pay of officers and seamen $6,500,000 00 
( urrent repairs of } 


OF the Navy <icccccccdocess 
] and incidental ex- 
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penses in Navy-yards, ¢ ee pons seedcesece 833,850 00 
Pay of civil establishment in Navy-yards, hospitals, 

Cf nes os os se - oaee 317,544 00 
Ordnance and Torpedo Corps 987,000 00 
Coal, hemp, and equipment... 1,700,000 00 
Navigation, navigation sup} 137,500 00 
Hydrographic work.. 40,000 00 
Naval Academy....-.0++cee 200,340 77 
Naval Observatory and Nauti 49,000 00 
Repairs and preservation of vessels... ......-eeeseee+s 3,925,000 00 
Steam machinery, tools, etc.........-ccscccescccscece 1,715,000 00 
v2, .... PERTEELTUCLUL TTR TEIEELLTTETT LTT 1,500,000 09 
Clothing é dibitn erate eae di: 060s cheeedheseabaaleke 250,000 00 
Repairs of hospitals and laboratories..........+..++.+ 40,000 00 
SurWeOMs’ NECCSBATICS... 2... - cee e cee ceeesoeeees éne 50,000 00 
Contingent expenses of va s departments and bu- 

reaus... . OO60 coe ccvessedececetéeessesssbe 1,392,000 00 
Support of Marine Corps.... 1,046,083 00 

Beha sccccccassccvccecccessecchsssvbacs . sees $20,683,317 77 


And to these is added the sum of $955,100 as necessary 
for permanent improvements at the several Navy-yards and 
station’. These estimates approach very nearly to the ap 
propriations for the current year, though including some 
new expenditures deemed absolutely necessary, and their ex 
cess over the current appropriations is less than the amount 


of the deficiencies in the departments of provisions and 
clothing, occasioned by the return to the Treasury, under 
the provisions ot the law upon that subject, of moueys ap- 


propriated to discharge the regular and authorized expenses 
of those departments. These estimates are made closely, 


however, forthe mere maintenance of the Navy as it now is, 
and they include but little in the way of permanent improve 
ment. This seems to be the policy indicated by the recent 


legislation on the subject, and though I am of opinion that 
it is neither the wisest nor the most economical policy, yet it 
is the plain duty of the Department to accommodate the ser- 
vice, as far as may be, to the views of the representatives of 
the people. Ihave not repeated at length many of the im- 
portant suggestions and recommendations for the improve- 
ment of Navy which I felt it my duty to make 
last year; but those recommendations still remain, and I 
beg to refer to and again press them, as suggestive of much 
that is needed not only for the efficiency of the naval service, 
but for the honor, safety, and welfare of thecountry. Should 
Congress at any time think fit to adopt any measures looking 
to permanent improvement in the number and character of 
our naval force, the Departurent wiil be ready to furnish the 
proper information and estimates. In this connection I will 
repeat what I have had occasion before to remark, that 
neitaer ships, dock-yards, nor ordvanze can be legislated into 
existence at the moment when needed, but are the products 
of long-continued industry and skill. A ship of war, armed, 
equipped, manned, and officered for efficient service, cannot 
be extemporized, but is the combined result of much labor, 
skill, science, training, discipline, and experience, produced 
by slow processes and organized with great care. Merchant 
vessels, whether of wood oriron, thongh of great value as 
an auxiliary force of privateers, despatch boats, andcruisers, 
could not in time of war be relied on as a main body of the 
Navy. Not bui!t to carry heavy batteries, nor to resist the 
effect of heavy shot or shell, they could not encounter the 
war ships of any enemy 

During the last session of Congress the following resolution 
was submitted to the House of Representatives by its Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs : 


the 


Resolved, That it is clearly the duty of our naval officerson for- 
eign stations to render all reasonable assistance to the diplomatic 
officers of the United States in the discharge of their duties; and 
that a refusal ar neglect to render such assistance when required, 
or any discourtesy by such naval officers toward such diplomatic 
officers, should be the subject of inquiry and punishment by the 
Navy Department. 

On this subject it is proper to remark that the Department 
fully concurs in the general views here expressed, and has 
enforced them in its regulations and orders to the command- 
ants of the national vessels and fleets. 

In the various suggestions in this report I have endeavored 
to confine myself to those questions with which the naval ser- 
vice is directly connected, leaving it to the representatives 
of the people to say how far their solution must affect the 
general policy of our Government, and the affirmative char- 
acter and dignity of our relations ac home and abroad. I 
have felt it my duty, however, to speak plainly in this, as in 
my last report, of the needs of our Navy, for its present and 
possible duties, that Congress, fully informed upon the sub- 
ject, may assume its share of the responsibility before the 
country. In conclusion, [ would express my renewed obli- 
gations to the chiefs and officers of the several bureaus for 
their skill and attention, and to the accomplished chief clerk 
of the Department, who has discharged his onerous duties 
with great industry and ability 

Gzornar M. Roserson, Secretary of the Navy. 

The PREesipent , 


her; or (3) hostilities must commence. 

The vague danger I alluded to above is the question 
of alliances—of Russia’s alliances. It is not known here 
yet what side Prussia may take, and it is very generally 
expected Ameri a may use the occasion to her own profit 
and the settlement of all claims, or declare war against 
England. Nowa Russian war, with the remembrance 
still very fresh of what the last one cost in men and 
money, is a serious thing; but what strikes every one as 


still more serious is the course both Prussia and America | 


may follow. It is generally supposed here that America 
has for some little time been aware of the impending 
Russian manifesto, and intends to use the occasion to 
press her claims very vigorously ; and further, that Eng- 
land may before lung be engaged in a gigantic maritime 
war with the great power of the West, as she may be, in 
conjunction with Austria, Turkey, and Italy, with per- 
haps Spain, in a land attack on Russia. 

At this present moment, according to the best authori- 
ties, there are in Great Britain the following troops only 
(of the regular army) available for active immediate ser- 
vice. The colonies certainly contain together a force 


| which, if concentrated, would prove a very respectable 


army, outnumbering the home establishment by at least 
a half; but not a single man can be withdrawn from any 


colony ; on the contrary, additional forces must immedi- | 


ately be sent out to many of them in the event of cer- 
tain complications. India and Australia are perhaps the 
only two colonies capable of offering at the present time 
a respectable defence, the former by its regular army and 
the readiness with which an efficient native force can be 


raised ; the latter colony with its scanty supply of regu- | 


lar regiments, by the ease with which volunteer regi- 
ments of great efficiency and fine organization could, in 
a short time, be got together. That reliance should be 
placed on the patriotism of the settlers ia Australia will 
surprise outsiders who only see what passes at the sur- 
face. But in fact, if there be one colony fit to take care 
of itself in an emergency, it is Australia. The forces 
available in England are: (1), the regular army, 
consisting of 56,500 infantry of all kinds, guards, line 
and depot battalions; (2), 11,000 or 12,000 cavalry; (3), 
14,000 artillery men and 200 guns ; (4), 4,800 engineers. 
To this may be added 38,500 recruits very lately joined, 
an for two months quite unfit to join their regiments or 
batteries. This gives us a force all told, every single 
man of whatever designation who can be brought into 
action included, of 90,0U0 men. Besides, there are the 
hospital corps and the army service corps, together 
amounting to 3,000 men. Next to the regular army 
comes what is called the army reserve, divided into two 
classes, of which the first, liable to foreign service, num- 
bers certainly under 30,000 men, and the second, which 
can be used only at home, in garrisons, etc., amounting 
to perhaps 22,000. Then comes the militia, which, if all 
enrolled, would amount to 85,000 or 86,000 men; and 
lastly, the volunteers, perhaps 180,000 strong. It is diffi- 
cult to obtain a precise muster of this force, it being so 


| liable to appear on paper only and not on parade, when 


needed at reviews; but the number of Englishmen who 
have been well drilled by passing through the volunteers, 
I mean men who have studied their duties for at least 


| one year, cannot be under 650,000 ; and there is fair rea- 








son to suppose that in case of war and that the govern- 
ment expressed a desire to mobilize, pay, arm, and feed 


as many volunteers as would come forward, an army | 


strictly for home defence of over 500,000 men could be 
instantly formed. 

Recapitulating again, we find atthe present moment a 
forceof 178,000 for foreign service. This includes the regu- 


lar army of all services, foot, horse, and artillery, the | 


militia, and the reserves. The manner in which it can 
be increased will be presently shown. And this is the 
force with which we must be prepared to fight the three 
most powerful countries on the globe. Were it not de- 
plorable, could anything be more ridiculous? It is to 
this pass we have been reduced by the so-called econo- 
mies and reductions in every branch of the administra- 
tion, in the fleet, army, and civil service. Should war be 
indeed decided on, these economies will prove the most 
expensive Great Britain has been put to for many years. 

Almost immediately after the battle of Sedan, the cry 
from all sides that the army should be put on a more 
suitable footing, was met by a semi-official announce- 


. 
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ment intended to raise an increased force—whether by 
regular conscription as in France, or by the Prussian 
system, excusing no one, or merély by the old method 
of lowering the standard and i i the pay and 
bounty on joining. That the latter plan, obsolete, use- 
less, and expensive, would still have been adhered to, there 
is fair reason to suppose, notwithstanding that within 
the last three months we have had practical demonstra- 
tion of its rottenness. One of the last acts of Parliament 
before adjourning was to vote 2,000,000 pounds sterling 
in addition to the estimates for the army already passed ; 
and authority was given to recruit 20,000 men. How 
much of the money grant has been expended I do net 
know; but this much I do know, that but 9,000 men out 
of the 20,000 have been obtained, and ti lower- 
ing the standard height from 5 icet 5 inches to 6 feet 4, 
But it is not in the want of men and in the present rfe- 
duced state of the home regiments that the chief diffi- 
culty and danger lie. In case of a war, by paying for them, 
men enough would be found to meet any emergency, if 
a couple of months, or perhaps a single month’s time were 
allowed. True, they would for the greater part be clod- 
hopping recruits, ignorant of everything; but every 
available drilled man could be placed in the first line, 
while the clod-hoppers were knocked into shape and dis- 
ciplined. This would indeed be a mere patched-up, 
temporizing expedient, unworthy of a country like Great 
Britain, which long ago should have organized some sys- 
tem to place her on something like an equality with the 
Continental military powers. But again I repeat, it is 
not in the want of men that the great danger would lie. 





| It is in the various administrative departments of the 


army that England is most wanting, as she has ever been 
in every known instance, with the Abyssinian expedition 
as the one bright exception. Take for instance what is 
called the Control Department. It is simply a matter of 
history that the system of supply and transport, organ- 
ized by the Duke of Wellington in his Peninsular cam- 
paigns, having been broken up during the long peace 
which preceded the Crimean war, the English army, de- 
pendent on the treasury for its commissariat and trans- 
port, was reduced to the greatest straits and nearly 
starved before Sebastopol. Ever since thatcampaign the 
war department has been unsuccessfully employed in at- 
tempts at organizing these important branches of the 
service. First came the army works corps and the mili- 
tary train. These were formed, then ch then found 
incompetent and broken up, and afterward reformed into 
its present shape under the name of “Army Service 
| Corps.” But it is found to work very imperfectly, and 
two years ago a committee, with Lord Strathnairn at its 
head, considered the subject. The recommendation of this 
committee was that the department of supply and trans- 
port should be formed into two great divisions, with an 
officer responsible for his own particular department at 
the head of each division; the one being charged with 
the supplies of food and transport, and the other being 
responsible for all warlike stores and material. Forsome 
inscrutable reason the recommendation of this commib- 
tee was not accepted, and the whole department has been 
| placed under the charge of what is called the controller- 
general, he being responsible for army transport, sup- 
plies of all kinds (food and warlike material), manu- 
factories, and clothing. It is alinost needless to remark 
that this Department has worked excessively bad, and 
that if such has been the case in time of peace the bur- 
den placed on itin case of war will utterly break it 
down. 


IT have shown that England’s army is utterly unpre- 
pared for war; that the forces at i at the 
present time are only sufficient for the of re- 
pressing any rising in Ireland, which would surely fol- 
low any difficulty England might find herself in; that 
the country could not send on the Continent an army of 
even 25,000 men. I have also explained that even were 
the men there—even if the army was in sufficient num- 
bers to spare a respectable force for attack—the depart- 
ment entrusted with the supply of all stores, with the 
collection of transport, and the forwarding to the front 
of food, ammunition, and clothing, is confessedly unpre- 
pared for any such strain on its resources. But still 
this is only a part of the difficulties which would have 
to be met and surmounted if England goes to war. Just 
after the battle of Sedan a vigorous controversy raged 
in the 7imes and other London papers respecting the 
state of the English army, and its readiness or unreadi- 
ness to take the field. Lord Elcho, than whom no one 
can be a better judge, took a strong part in it, and 
passed severe strictures on the false economy and mis- 
taken reductions which had reduced the army to a state 
of utter inefficiency. Among other points on which he 
particularly dwelt, he showed conclusively that under 
the then circumstances (and they have not been in the 
least altered since) (1) it would be impossible to send any 
force on active service properly equipped in all details; 
(2) that it has not been deci what camp equipments 
are to be carried in the field by cavalry and infantry; 
(83) that although our present cavalry force is at its very 
minimum strength, there is only one horse for ev 
three men; (4) that the same may be said of the field 
and horse artillery, which are so short of animals that 
lately for some reviews horses were hired at livery stables 
to make up the complement of some batteries; ®) that 
Great Britain altogether possesses 300,000 breech: i 
arms only in store, besides what are in use,and in that 
300,000 are included revolvers and carbines ; that they 
are distributed over the whole globe, some in India, 
some in Canada and the West Indies, so that one third 
only are available in Great Britain and Ireland; (6) 
that the ammunition of the field artillery isin a most 
lamentable state, the only projectiles they could fire now 
being shell with percussion fuses and blind shell as shot; 
(7) that shrapnel and segment shell do not exist; (8) 
and that there are in all only five or six mitrailleusea, 

| bought for experimental purposes. 

These are some of the strictures passed only two 


ment that the government was preparing a measure to | months ago, strictures which have since been acknowl- 


meet the demands for an increased military establish- 
ment; but up to the present moment not the slightest cue 


has been given as to the principles on which the gevern- | state of affairs, 


| edged true, and which there is reason to believe still ex- 
ist, with no ategs EEA Se apmere en eae 
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[rortant TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS. 


Officers of the Army and Na’ y b- ving daughters to educate, and 
who wish to secure for them the advantages of of a first-class English 
and French Academy, with musical instruction unsurpassed if not 
unequalled in this country, and all at exceedingly moderate rates, 
are advised to investigate the claims of the Academy of the Visita- 
tion, at Mount de Chantal, near Wheeling, W. Va. 
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ow Ay dy ssbinaten, D. ©. 
neral George G. fiteade 8. A., Philadelphia. 
jer-General Lawrence P. Graham, U. 8. A., and lady, Aus- 
| 


Mi Brigadier Gener Innis N. Palmer, U. 8. A. and lady, Omaha, | 
Oylee a aentval David Porter, U. 8. N., Washington, D. C. 
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HE ANDUA! "MEETING OF VETERAN CORPS, 
lwenty-second Regiment, N. G. 8S. N. Y., will be held at the 
Armory, on slomusy evening, December 12, at 8 oclock. 
By order, Colonel Joun H. Parmer. 
E. A. Heatu, Adjutant. 


L expres- 
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THE ANNUAL REPORTS. 


((anaeex gliding over the war and the Cuban in- 
surrection, the President’s pen leaves the smooth 
line of statesmanlike language in treating of our re- 
lations to the South American republics and the ac- 
quisition of San Domingo. That part of the Message 
| foreshadowing the future supremacy of our influence, 
| our commerce, and our politics in every part of this 
DURING the siege of Fort Fisher Admiral Pore, | continent, and which points out the error of the last 
under the influence of some passing feeling, was in- Congress in rejecting the purchase of San Domingo, 
discreet enough to write a letter to the Secretary of | and the danger as well as loss of dignity we should 
the Novy, in which he reflected severely upon Gen- | incur if we allowed foreign powers to gain so firma 
eral GRANT and the oflicers of the Army. Those foothold close to our borders, is couched in warm 
who know Admiral PorTer will easily understand and earnest language. 
how he should have been betrayed into criticisms | the few men holding political power who have 
so inconsistent with the friendship which has beenso found the importance of making our hold on our 
long maintained between him and the Chief Magis- | southern neighbors fast and sure, and Congress will 
trate. We believe that the Admiral might have safe- do well to give him heed. Our policy in this matter 
ly trusted much to the good will of his friends and cannot now compare in strength or wisdom with that 
to the generosity of the President, and we regret which we had years ago, when our republic was 
that he has been led into the further mistake of a forming. At that time we thought more of holding 
second letter explaining the first. It was natural good relations with countries which were no more 
that he should wish to bring this single jarring note than a wilderness than we now think of binding 
into harmony with the general tone of his well-| ourselves to countries that are sister republics, carry 
known friendship for General GRANT; but in these on a trade of a hundred millions a year, and enclose 
cases, the least said the soonest mended. Weare sure cities of a hundred thousand inhabitants. The 
that the publication of a hasty letter, written six | policy of our rulers has changed, as our civilization 
years ago, would not necessarily alter the President's has changed, from comparative rudeness to compar- 
opinion of a man of whose character he has had | ative refinement. But it is not a necessary conse- 
such opportunities of forming a judgment as he quence that our Congressmen are better statesmen. 
has of Admiral PorrEr’s. In his letter tothe Presi- | There are things which are not to be learned by sit- 
dent the Admiral reflects with just severity upon the ting down to Latin and Greek in a study, nor by 
mischief-maker who is responsible for the publica- | travelling in old Europe. Lieutenant GRANT, as an 
tion of his letter. We happen to know, however, Army man and a (military) traveller in Mexico, had a 
that it was not ex-Secretary WELLES, as might bein- much better school for learning United States 
ferred. Mr. WELLES left the letter on file in the Navy statesmanship than lawyer SuMNER, full of books 
Department, and knew nothing of its publication and society. The President has the right of 
until he saw it in print. We have reason to believe this thing, and he does not at all exaggerate the 
that the letter found its way inte the papers through duty of the United States toward its republican 
the instrumentality of an ex-naval clerk, who proba- neighbors. 
bly obtained a copy of it either from the files of the It isa stand of a different kind which is taken on 
Navy Department or from the Admiral’s letter book. the Canadian fishery squabble and the navigation of 
| the St. Lawrence; and in his statement of the case, 
'as well as his recommendations, the President lets 

















CHANGES OF STATIONS. 

Tux following is a list of the changes of stations of troops re- | US hear just a little of the snort of the war horse. 

ported at the War Department since last report : | Canada is always the threatening side of our foreign 

Company H Guest States from Montgomery, Ala., to Talla- ‘relations, and the British government seems to be 
hassee, Fla., November 25. Ordered. 

Company C, Sixteenth Infantry, from Lebanon, Ky., to Lan- “quite as sensitive about any fancied aggression as 

|we are. We have always thought this a very un- 


caster, Ky., November 25. 
Headquarters and Companies C, D, and E, Nineteenth Infantry, | 
Som Ep Hiand, Sin, to Jackson Barracks, La., November 4, necessary state of affairs, and one which is kept up 
on change in headq headquarters or companies of cavalry or artillery | by misapprehension on both sides. The people of 
a te 7 camer | this country have steadily rejected the propositions 
LETTERS IN THE FEW YORK POST-OFFICE. ‘of the politicians to bring Canada into the Union, 
‘Tus following te 0 Matef lett ; aetna ese aa OF it is time England should read in this a proof 


office on the dates given. These letters are retained in the New Of our willingness to leave the Dominion alone, and | 


York Office for one month from date, after which they are sent to | treat us with a little less rigor in the matter of the 
the Dead-Letter Office, Washington : 








President GRANT is one of | 


and if revenue reform means this, it has his support ; 
but if it means direct taxes, or failure to pay the 
debt and pensions—repudiation, in other words— 
he is against it.. The Quaker experiment in Indian 
affairs is spoken of with satisfaction, and the Presi- 
dent joins in the hopeful expressions in regard to the 
future of our Indian tribes which may be found in 
almost every annual message which has come from 
the White House. 

A few years ago, when it was a common thing to 
hear the name of one general or anotl er proposed for 
the Presidency, there was a great deal of talk of the 
“man on horseback” riding into the White House, 
and there seemed to be a vague idea that these dic- 
tatorial Army men, accustomed to nothing but hav- 
ing their own will, would, in some way or other, 
manage to introduce a despotism into our govern- 
ment. If that was to be a military despotism, or if 
our good, peace-loving people were afraid something 
would be got out of them for the Army or for the 
Navy, we are sure they have long been satisfied on 
that score. If there are any parts of the govern- 
ment machine that lack oil, they are the Army and 
Navy. In his last sentence, President GRANT sums 
up the work which he proposes for his administra- 


tion in the future. He says: 

In conclusion, I would sum up the policy of the ad- 
ministration to be a thorough enforcement of every law: 
a faithful collection of the tax provided for; ecomomy in 


the disbursement of the same; a prompt payment of 
every debt of the nation ; a reduction of taxes as rapidly 


as the requirements of the country will admit; reduc- 
tions of taxation and tariff to be so arranged as to afford 
the greatest relief to the greatest numbers; honest and 
fair dealings with all other people, to the end that war, 


with all its blighting consequences, may be avoided, but 
without surrendering any right or obligation due to us; 
a reform in the treatment of Indians, and in the whole 
civil service of the country; and, finally, in securing a 
pure, untrammelled ballot, where every man entitled to 
cast a vote may do so just once at each election, without 
fear of molestation or proscription on account of his po- 
litical faith, nativity, or color. 

In all this there is not a word in behalf of pro- 


vision for or in defence of our military institutions. 


HE information of most immediate interest to 

the Army in the report of the Secretary of War 
has already been obtained through the report of 
General SHERMAN published last week. The Secre- 
tary gives211 as the number of officers in excess of 
the standard prescribed by law on the 30th of No- 
vember. He recommends that the time for muster- 
ing them out with one year’s pay and allowances 
be extended to the Ist of July next, and that mean- 
time vacancies occurring in the artil- 
lery, and infantry, be filled from the list. Now that 
the reduction proposed by Congress is so nearly ac- 
complished, there would seem to be no reasonable 
objection to this recommendation. 
also expresses the hope that the increasing labors 
of the Corps of Engineers in connectiov with the 
internal aud foreign commerce of the country, and 
the necessity of employing civil engineers, will in- 
duce a repeal of the existing law prohibiting ap- 
pointments and promotions in the corps, and thus re- 


cavalry, 


The Secretary 


| store to the cadets an incentive to exertion of which 


they have lately been deprived. He makes no al- 
lusion to the recommendations of General SHERMAN, 
with the exception of the one in reference to paying 
the troops oftener,in which he concurs. He ad- 
vises that when the new form of breech-loading 
arm is decided upon, and placed in the hands 
of the troops, there should be called in from 
all the States arms of old style which have hereto- 
fore been issued, and a new issue made to them of 
those of the improved pattern, as it is the part of 
wisdom in the public defence to keep the militia— 
the mainstay of the nation in time of war—acquaint- 
ed with the use of the best arms the Government 











' fisheries. 

Ba . | Revenue reform also calls for 8 frank and decided 

Abbott, D. L., General. Scott, John, | expression of opinion. After saying that the people 
Brick, E., Captain. Sturgis, D. J., Captain. , are called on for eighty millions of dollars less each 
, = taeteie, Captain. wv ilby” 7: 5. Colas | year than they have been, he declares that, with a 
— Wine, D. G., Captain. similar course steadily pursued, “there is no reason 
ee why the national tax-gatherer may not disappear 

Bam G. #, Captain, Partritie ee, iV. Captain ‘from the door of the citizen almost entirely.” Re- 
Dentocts, ee eye eee duction of expenses, reduction of interest, and con- 
eevee any Coptas Young, W. ¥,* Captain. finement of taxes to stamps and luxuries outside of 
geckson, H. B., Captain. ae eee ® wisely regulated tariff, will do this, in his opinion ; 


armories can offer. He does not venture, however, 
upon any expression of opinion as to what arm 
should be adopted, leaving that to the recommenda- 
tion of the St. Louis Board and General SHERMAN, 
who concur in advising the adoption of the Reming- 
ton system, in opposition to the Chief of Ordnance, 
who pins his faith to the altered Springfield. Gen- 
eral DYER, in his report, which we have on hand 
for another week, says that the Springfield breech- 
loading musket is “one of the very best that has 
been devised,” and recommends that the work of 
alteration upon this system be resumed. 

Economy is the study of the Secretary of War, as 
well as of the other Secretaries, and he shows good 
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judgment in its practical application. His expendi- 
tures for 1870-71 are nearly five millions less than 
for 1869-70; and his estimates for 1871-72 show a 
still further reduction of nearlyfour millions. He 
is over-cautious, if anything, in recommendations 
involving expenditure, and leaves Congress so little 
opportunity for showing their own zeal for economy 
in revising his estimates that they may feel them- 
selves obliged to abolish the Army altogether. 

The reform General BELKNAP is introducing into 
the clerical administration of the various bureaus of 
the War Department is not only commendable as a 
measure of economy, but is one for which all who 
have business with the Department will have occa- 
sion to thank him. His recommendation that a 
building be provided for the War Department, in 
which all its bureaus can be gathered together, is an 
essential corollary to this reform ; and we wish we 
might hope that Congress would act upon it prompt- 
ly and favorably, as well as upon his suggestion in 
regard to publishing the records of the Rebellion. 
If we cannot afford to incur the expenditure neces- 
sary to preserve our valuable public archives, we had 
better sell the “Capitol and the White House, 
board out the President and send the members of 
Congress home. 


5 ge report of the Secretary of the Navy proclaims 
once more the necessities of our naval establish- 
ment, but we fear it will, as heretofore, fall unheed- 
ed on the dull ear of Congress. The overshadowing 
influence of Congressional economy is apparent in 
every line of the document, and the study of the 
Department evidently is to see how it can cut its 
coat according to its cloth, rather than to determine 
what is absolutely best in itself. 

The report shows that the Secretary has a 
better mastery of the situation than he could 
be expected to have at the outset. No department 
of the Government is more difficult of administra- 
tion than this. It is practicaly impossible to com- 
mit the direction of its affairs to any man who has 
@ professional knowledge of the wants of the Navy, 
and we are forced to admit that the attempt to do so, 
though well in intention, has led to very inadequate 
results. We say this in no spirit of criticism on the 
present administration, whose course in this respect 
we have heretofore advised and commended. The 
truth is, the whole matter of naval administration 
is in a transition state the world over, and a man 
equal to the necessities of the case would be a genius 
such as only a great crisis could produce, and who 
would, indeed, go unrecognized except in a great 
crisis. It is easier to criticise than it is to suggest ; 
and, much as we should like to see our naval strength 
increased, it is difficult to advise Congressional ex- 
penditure in any direction except that of maintain- 
ing our Navy at its present maximum. Smaller it 
cannot well be and continue to exist. The most we 
can hope to do is to convince Congress and the coun- 
try that a naval establishment is not like the public 
buildings, which are built once for all, but that it 
must be constantly renewed by the annual expendi- 
ture of a large percentage on the original cost; and 
until Congress shall show that it appreciates the ne- 
cessities of our present and prospective position asa 
maritime power by some intelligent fostering of our 
mercantile marine, we fear that attempts to increase 
our naval strength will only result in bungling, 
which will bring the whole subject into discredit. 
The Secretary makes a suggestion in this connection 
which is worth attention. He says: 


Among the many enterprises on foot for restoring 
our commerce and affording greater facilities to the Navy 


in time of war, which ask for governmental assistance, | 


those which present themselves most favorably to the 
Department are such as propose to erect building-yards 
for iron ships, and docks of large capacity, sufficient for | 
the building of the largest class of steamers for mercan- 
tile and war purposes, and offer to the Government pref- 
erence for their work in time of peace, and absolute con- 
trol in timeof war. We have not at this time the requi- 
site docks, tools, and machinery for the construction of 
these great iron vessels, and the establishment and con- 
trol of such works as these would of course be of great 
advantage to the Government. 

We should have been glad to have a more ex- 
act statement of what has been done in the way of 
torpedo defence by the Navy. We fear that too 
much attention has been given to chemical experi- 
ments, ingenious and interesting certainly, but not 
in the direction of the true line of investigation for | 
the Navy, which is not as to how to explode torpe- | 
does, but how to propel and direct them. Money | 


expended in experimenting in any other direction 
is wasted, and such experiments as those conducted 
at Newport may serve to disturb the elements and 
dazzle the spectators, but we fail to see that they 
advance us much toward a solution of the practical | 
difficulties in our way. If the Department can in 

any way stimulate Yankee ingenuity to provide us 

if it has not already done so) with a torpedo which 

can be operated under water with the certainty 

which directs our means of attack above water, they 
will have accomplished more to protect us against 
any possible naval attack than they would by pro- 

viding us with a dozen such fleets as that which has 
proved so valueless to France in the present Euro- 
pean contest. We trust it will not be forgotten in 
this connection, that the most effective ships in the 
British navy are those for which she is indebted to 
the original American idea—her colossal monitors, 
such as the Devastation and the Thunderer. One of 
our twenty-inch guns would send a shot clear 
through most of the English and French iron-clads 
which appear in the table of foreign naval forces 
accompanying the Secretary’s report. We trust 
therefore that the Secretary is in no danger of being 


feigned attacks on Montretout and Bezons would 


have been developed into real attacks had the Ger- 


mans shown any weakness. St. Denis also had a 
sortie, the French making a rush upon Epinay, un- 
der cover of the guns of Fort La Briche. 

It is difficult to glean from the discordant and de- 
layed despatches the true result of these vigorous 


|and bloody strokes. On the one hand we have 


TRocHU’s bulletins claiming success, and saying 
that the Germans attacked the French positions at 
Villers and Champigny on the 2d; but winding up 
with the information that Ducror bivouacked om 
the night of the 3d at Vincennes, which is on the 
wrong side of the Marne forhim. A telegram from 
the Prince of Saxony also announces that the 
| French had retired beyond the Marne, and that-fur- 
_ther movements by them were impossible. He puts 
\the loss of the Saxons at 2,176 in all. Fi- 
| nally, we have a letter from Minister Wasu- 
|BURNE’S secretary reported, in which he says 
that the French failed in everything, and that 
Paris cannot hold out more than three weeks 
longer. King Wiram’s despatch, bearing the 
news of the sorties, claimed that the garrison had 


misled into following models which Europe her- been driven back at every point. This despatch, 
self is preparing to abandon for our own more effec- | sent November 30, referred to the events of the 
| tive system of iron-clads. England has developed | 29th. The French seem to have done better the 
our system on a scale which shows what it is capable | next day, but to have been compelled to yield a 
|of; and where we have been building Passaics of 1,000 part at least of their advantages on the 2d of 
tons, and Dictators of 3,000 tons, England has built | December. We are told that the fighting was very 
Devastations and Thunderers of about 5,000 tons. |stubborn, and that the losses are immense. The 

The Secretary’s reference to the condition of our Germans count about 3,500 to 4,000 prisoners in their 
Navy-yards is well, but we trust Congress will not/hands. Thus it is evident that the Governor of 
divert in this direction appropriations which are | Paris has not forgotten the characterization of a be- 
more imperatively needed elsewhere, though the |sieged commander which he gave us in his book. 
Mare Island Navy-yard should undoubtedly be pro-| The city he rules holds out with quiet determina- 
| vided for. The feats of construction performed by tion, and in good time the garrison goes out to try 
our private builders during the war have shown what | its fortune in the open field. We have still to ascer- 
can be dowe in an inexpensive but well-selected es-| tain what this fortune is to be, and efforts full as 
tablishment, directed by skill and energy. Perhaps _great as those we have described are probably yet 
|a closer investigation will convince the Secretary | in the future. A Mr. ERLANGER, perhaps the banker 
that lack of skill at our. Navy-yards, quite as of the Southern Confederacy during our war, is. 





much as lack of facilities, is the cause of the 
difficulties complained of. One New York engineer 
recently, in less than six months, turned out a fleet 
of thirty gunboats, armed and equipped from truck 
to keelson, from a marine engine-building establish- 
ment far less complete than the poorest of our Navy- 
yards. A thorough overhauling of our whole system 
of Navy-yard construction might reveal some facts 
which would astonish the Secretary. 








THE SITUATION IN EUROPE. 


beste ypenipts November 30, was the long ex- 

pected day of trial for the French army which 
has been forming in Paris. A force said to number 
150,000 men, with 300 guns, and to be commanded 
by Generals DucroT and Trocnt, left Paris by va- 
rious gates and joined battle with the besiegers at 
nearly every point of the investing line. Ducror 
had the principal task, which was to lead a strong 
force out on the east side, toward the Marne, in that 
part of the fortifications where the configuration of 
the ground best admits of great operations. He 
crossed the Marne near Brie, and advanced against 
Noisy-le-Grand, Villers, and Champigny, occupy- 
ing in this way a bend of the river which measures 
some three and a half miles along its chord. His 
force was estimated by the Germans at 50,000 men, 
and he seems to have succeeded in planting himself 


said to be accumulating immense stores in Havre 
for the people of Paris when the siege ends; and 
now the news comes that Havre is entirely cut off 
from the rest of France. 


On the Loire there is nothing doubtful, unfortu- 
nately for the French. Orleans is again occupied 
by Von DER Tawny, the French moving out at his 
threat to bombard the place if it were not evacuated. 
We turn again to King WILLIAM for our news. His 
despatch is as follows: 


VERSAILLES, Sunday— Midnight. 


After two days’ battle, in which the army of the Grand 
Duke of Mecklenburg was mainly en , Manstein’s 
corps captured St. Jean, a railway station and suburb of 
| Orleans. Thirty guns and 1,000 prisoners were taken. 
The Prussian loss was moderate. Wrangel’s division 
suffered most. 

The Prussians found nine cannon and much ammuni- 
tion on the field before Amiens. WiLiiaM. 


In this account he is not disputed by the French, 
except that the latter say their retreat was or- 
|derly and slow. But thirty guns are not lost 
_without reason, and it is evident that D'AURELLES 
'has paid dearly for his one day's success. Min- 
‘ister GaAMBETTA, in trying to reach Orleans from 
Tours, hardly escaped with his life, the train which 
he was in being fired on. It is said that the army 
of the Loire will now go to Lyons. Its utter lack 
| of success ever since the one bright day in its his- 





for the time being on the left bank of the Marne, | tory proves that its good fortune then was won by 
his flanks resting on the river. The movement | numbers rather than by superior mettle. 


which resulted in this success seems to have been 


GARIBALDI is said to have had two slight suc- 


begun on the 29th, and there certainly was serious | cesses, and the last French despatch represents the 
fighting on that day; but a flood in the Marne pre-| Germans in flight and the Garibaldians pressing 
vented General Vinoy from acting in unison with | hard after them. In the north, General MANTEUR- 
Ducror. The Germans attempted, December 2, to| FEL seems to have given up his movement upon re-- 
dislodge the French from the positions they had | ceiving news from Paris. Amiens has been evac- 
gained, and according to their own reports they | uated, and MaNnTEUFFEL is hastening to the help 
were successful. The King’s despatch, December 4, | Of the army before Paris. 

is: “ There was no fighting of moment yesterday at — 


Paris. The French are massing Gorge from Vin- | Tux Grand Army of the Republic are making an ef-: 
cennes. During the fight of December 2 the French | fort to provide for the necessities of the Union Home and 
lost 1,800 prisoners, including one general and | School for soldiers’ and sailors’ orphans in New York, and. 
twenty superior officers; also seven guns.” Prince) , ¢,:. for this object will be held at the Seventy-first reg- 
GrorGE of Saxony also telegraphs that Brie and jment armory, corner Broadway and Thirty-fifth street, 
Champigny have been recaptured, though with | under its auspices, from December 15 to 25. We com- 
heavy losses. | mend this worthy enterprise to the favor of the members 
The other sorties appear to have been less fortunate. of the National Guard and others of our subscribers 
A strong attack was made on Choisy-le-Roi, and | resident in New York. : 




















270 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 











December 10. 1870, 








l 
CHRONICLE OF THE WAR. 


OCTOBER. 


13. REGULAR siege of Verdun begins. The fortress 
has numerous and well-served guns. 

Garibaldi reaches Besangon. He is made commander 
of the Francs-tireurs in the Vosges, and has also a brigade 
of Mobile Guards. 

General von Podbielski, staff of the King, telegraphs 
that the French Lad without cause shelled and burned 
the palace of St. Cloud, which the Germans had spared, 


and that ten battalions of the French had made a sortie 
and been repulsed by the Second Bavarian corps, with 
loss of 19 men on the German side. 

14. General Bourbaki, who passes through the German 
lines about Metz in some mysterious way, reaches Tours, 
placing himself at the disposition of the republican gov- 
ernment, and is received with great demonstrations. 

The Constitutionnel of thia date contains the following 
— from the commandant of Bitche to the Minister of 

ar: 


Bircue, September 28, 1870. 

Departure of the Fifth corps from Bitche, Aug ust 6. First 
bombardment on 8th, second on 23d, third from 11th to 22d 
September. The greater part of the town is burned; the 
civil and religious officials have left the place. More than 
10,000 shot, mostly bombs, have been thrown by the enemy. 
The buildings in the fort are destroyed. The garrison in 
good health, almost without losses; provided with food and 
munition for some time. Communications cut. Without 
any kind of official news since August 6. 

The Commandant, T erssigr. 

15. General Bourbaki assumes command in Lille of the 
army of the North, to which all troops in Normandy, 
Picardy, and French Flanders belong. 

The Fourteenth German corps under General von 
‘Werder reaches Epinal, having had daily skirmishes. 

General von Werder reports: ‘ The enemy in my front 
withdrew hastily to Belfort and by railroad to Dijon upon 
approach of our troops. The railroad Vesoul-Belfort has 
been cut by us. The inhabitants, freed from terrorism, 
show themselves very ee _ 

Preparations for the defence of Lyons are going busily 
forward. The heights of Barbe island are intrenched, 
and it is proposed to establish works on Mont Cindre. 
Lines have been finished between Fort Brotteaux and 
the Rhone, closing the railway from Perrache to Geneva. 
The municipality has contracted for 250,000 guns from 
private manufacturers. 

French accounts say the Germans have occupied Beau- 
gency, 17 miles southwest of Orleans ; Jargeau, 10, and 
Sully, 23 miles east of Orleans. They have now gained 

ion of about 42 miles of the line of the Loire. 

16. Soissons capitulates after four days’ hard bombard- 
ment. At three o'clock the Grand Duke of Mecklenburg 
makes ajtriumphal entry. There were taken 99 officers, 
4,633 men, 128 cannon, 70,000 shells, 300,000 pounds pow- 
der, three months’ provisions for a division, clothing, etc. 

About 500 French prisoners (of the Mobile Guard) es- 


cape during an engagement with Francs-tireurs at Cha- 
teau Thi 


17. Montdidier ocoupied by a detachment of the Ger- 
man of the Meuse, and 182 French taken prisoners. 

18. General Wittich left Orleans on the 16th and 
‘marched northwest against Chateaudun. He was joined 
at St by the cavalry division of Prince Albert. 
To-day the French were found in the immediate neigh- 
borhood of Chateaudun and quickly driven into the 
town, but the entrances to the place were found to be 
strongly barricaded, and as a stubborn defence was there- 
fore expected, General Wittich ordered artillery to shell 
the from behind a railway embankment on the south 
side, while infantry attacked on the east and west. The 
key of the city is the railway station on the east side. 
‘This was stormed, but the attempt to penetrate on the west 
failed from the very decided defence of the loopholed 
houses. The artillery was therefore ordered to shell the 
city, and did soin heavy chassepot fire, 800 paces distant. 
After effective cannonading, two regiments stormed the 
castle lying on the west side, and from there suw how 
difficult their task was. All the streets were blocked up 
with barricades made of trees and stones, protected by 
sand heaps and fascines from artillery tire. Bombard- 
ment was therefore again resorted to, and 30 guns plied 
against the town till dark; several fires breaking out, the 
defence was weakened, and the attack was again ordered. 
The French defended every house, and the sharpshoot- 
ers could not advance until the pioneers had broken the 
walls through. This weary fight lasted until 3 o’clock in 
the morning, when the last houses were taken. Two 
thirds of the houses are destroyed. The garrison num- 
bered 3,000 to 4,000 men. 

20. General Bourbaki at Lille is taking energetic 
measures for the defence of the place. The outer line of 
houses is demolished, and the inundation of the sur- 
rounding country is ordered. 

By order from Tours, France, exclusive of Paris, is 
divided into four departments or general governments, 
as follows: 


1. ion of the north, General Bourbaki, headquar- 
ters in Lille. 

> on of the west, General Fiereck, headquarters 
in 


|don, Clamart, Fontenay, Bourg, L’Hay, Choisy, Creteil, 
|Champigny, Noisy, Gagny, Bondy, Bourget, Dugny, 

Pierrefitte, and Argenteuil. Winter quarters preparing 
for the Germans at Paris; among other things 60,000 
| sheepskin coats with the wool on are ordered. 

21. Chartres, where the Francs-tireurs had been very 
numerous, occupied by the Gemans. Great numbers of 
deserters come trom Metz. 

Despatch from the King: 

Thave just come from a small fight at Malmaison. Twelve 
| battalions came with forty guns from Mont Valerien, and 
| were repulsed, after a twelve hours’ fight. We looked on 
|the fight from the Marly viaduct. All Versailles was 
alarmed. Witiiax. 

In this sortie 100 prisoners and 2 guns were taken. j 

22. In consequence of the frequent injuries to rail- 
roads in France, Prince Frederick Charles orders well- 
known citizens to be carried on the locomotive of each 
train. 


GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
HIS CHARACTER AND CAREER—ORATION BY GENERAL 
GARFIELD. 


COMRADES OF THE ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND: In 
obedience to your order, I arise to discharge, as best I 
may, the most honorable and the most difficult duty 
which it was possible for you to assignme. You have 
required me to exhibit in fitting terms the character and 
career of George H. Thomas. 

I approach the theme with the deepest reverence, but 
with the painful cons#iousness of my inability to do it 
even approximate justice. 

There are now living not less than two hundred thou- 
sand men who served under the eye of General Thomas ; 
who saw him in sunshine and in storm—on the march, 
in the fight, and on the field when the victory had been 
won. Enshrined in the hearts of all these ure enduring 
images and most precious memories of their commander 
and friend. Who shall collect and unite into one worthy 
picture the bold outlines, the innumerable lights and 
shadows that make up the life and character of our 
great leader? Who shall condense into a single hour 
the record of a life which forms so large a chapter of the 
nation’s history, and whose fame fills, and overfills, a 
hemisphere ? No line can be omitted, no false stroke 





will not instantly detect and deplore. I know that each 
of you here present sees him in memory at this moment, 
as we often saw him in life, erect and strong, like a 
tower of solid masonry; his broad, square shoulders and 
massive head; his abundant hair and full beard of 
light brown, sprinkled with silver; his broad forehead, 


ion, with just enough color to assure you of robust 
health and a well-regulated life ; his face lighted up by 
an eye which was cold gray to his enemies, but warm, 
deep blue to his friends ; not a man of iron, but of live- 
oak. His attitude, form, and features all assured you of 
inflexible firmness, of inexpugnable strength ; and yet 
his welcoming smile set every feature aglow with a kind- 
ness that won your manliest affection. If thus in mem- 
ory you see his form and feafures, even more vividly do 
you rememher the qualities of his mind and heart. You 
knew that his body was the fitting type of his intellect 
and character, and you saw both his intellect and charac- 
ter tried aguin and again in the fiery furnace of war, and 
by other tests not less searching. Thus, comrades, you 
see him, and your memories supply a thousand details, 
which complete and adorn the picture. I beg you, there- 
fore, to supply the deficiency of my work from these liv- 
ing prototypes in your own hearts. 

No human life can be measured by an absolute stand- 
ard. In this world all is relative. Character itself is 
the result of innumerable influences from without and 
frum witbio, which act unceasingiy through life. Who 
shall estimate the effect of those latent forces enfilded 
in the spirit of a new-born child—forces that may date 


thouvht, and deeds of remote eances'ors—forces, the 
germs of which, enveloped in the awful mystery of life, 
have been transmitted silently from generation to ger- 
eration. and never perish? All-cherishing Nature, pro- 
vident and unforgetting, gathers up all these fragments, 
that nothing may be lest, but that all may ultimately re- 
appesr in new combirations. Each new life is thus the 
“heir of all the ages,” the possessor of ynalities which 
only the events of life can unfold. The problems to be 
solved in the study of human life and ‘character are there- 
fore these : Given the vharacter of a man, and the :on- 
ditions of life around him, what will be his career? Or, 
given his character and career, of what kind were his 
surroundings? The relation of these three factors to each 
other is severely logical. From them is deduced all gen- 
uine history. Character is the chief elemcnt, for it is 
both a result and a cause—a result of influences and a 
cause of results. 

Each of these elements, in the career of 4eneral Thom- 
as, throws light on tae others; for throughout his life, 
whether we consider causes or results, there appears a 
harmony of proportion, both logical and beautiful, which 
can spring only from a genuine soul, true to itself, and 
therefore false to none. 





8. Region of central France, General Polhés, head- | 
quarters in Bourges. 
M,* Region of the east, General Cambriel’s headquarters 


Besangon 
Pn ee of these are the army of Lyons, under 
Walsin-Esterhazy, and the army of the Loire, 
under General d’Aurelles de Puladines. 
General Bressoles at Lyons orders the fortress to be 
provisioned for 70,000 men and two months. Naval 
guns of large calibre have been brought from Toulon 


and on the Redoute Mont d’Or or Fort Ment 
Cindre. The > a Lyons paper, says that the in- 
habitants, more ,000, require for one month’s 





support 6,500 tons flour, 5,000 cattle, and 2,000 tons fod- 
bar toy ad¢@‘tion to other n articles. | 


positions occupied by the French troops before 


From the meagre materials at our command it appears 
that he was of Welsh descent on his father’s side, though 


/his ancestors resided for some time in England before 


they crossed the sea. Both physically and intellectually 
General ,Thomas bore unmistakable marks of that 
sturdy Cambrian character which for four centuries de- 
fied the conquering arms of Rome, and which preserves 
to this day, in a small corner of Great Britain, a lan- 
guuge, literature, and body of traditions all its own. On 
his mother’s side he was of French origin, she having <e- 
scen“ed from the Rochelles, a tiuguenot family that fled 
from the oppression of Louis XIV., to find an asylum in 
the New World. Few elements ever mingled in our na- 
tional life that added so much 
that which the.re 
sent to us from 


ey and brilliancy as 
ious wars of the sixteenth century 
ce; and it would be difficult to 


| came thoroughly imbued with the American s 


made, no imperfect sketching done, which you,his soldiers, | 


full face, and features that would appear colossal but for | 
their perfect harmony of proportion ; his clear vomplex- | 


back centuries and find their origin in tl. life, ard | 





Paris are about as follows: Reuil, Garches, Sevres, Meu- form a happier combination tian to unite the honest so- 


lidity of the Welsh with the genial vivacity of the 
French. 

Both branches of Thomas's family settled ig southeast- 
rn Virginia, in the early days of that colony, and be- 
pirit. 

His own birthplace and home was in that region™ of 
Southampton county, Virginia, which forms the water- 
shed between the James River and the streams that flow 
into Albemarle Sound. Southampton, like muny of the 
countis in that region, was named by the colonists in 
memory of their English home. 

George Henry Thomas was born on the 3lst day of 

| July, 1816. We know but little of his early boyhood 
beyond the fact that it was passed in a happy country 
home, in the society of brothers and sisters, and un ier 
the direction of cultivated parents, who ranked am mg 
the most respectable and influential of Virginia farmers 
| One class of influence is specially worthy of notice. 
| There was much in the surroundings of a young Virgin- 
| ian at that time to make him justly proud of his own 
| State. The glorious part she had borne in the war of 
| independence, and in that noble statesmanship which 
| produced the Constitution and government of the re- 
| public, was not forgotten by the young men. But much 
more could be said of Virginia. When Thomas was 
eighteen years of age the Constitution of the United 
| States had been in force forty-five years, and during that 
| period Virginia had held the Presidency thirty-two years, 
and filled the office of Secretary of State for more than 
twenty years, and had given to the nation its greatest 
Chief Justice for thirty-four years. 

These honorable evidences of leadership gave peculiar 
significance and popularity to the doctrine of a great Vir- 
ginia statesman, embodied in the now sadly famous 
resolutions of 1798, in which Virginia put forth the theory 
that the national Constitution was a compact between 
the several States, and that each State, in its own sove- 
reign right, was the final judge of any violation of the 
Constitution, and also of the measure and mode of re- 
dress. During the first quarter of this century Virginia 
did not see that the inevitable logic of this theory was, 
first, nullification, and finally secession. She saw in it 
only « safeguard against possible aggression on the part 
of the National Government or her sister States. It 
was gratifying to the pride of her citizens to look upon 
their proud State as a virgin queen that had been fore- 
most in founding a great republic, which she nobly sup- 
| pasted by her sovereign will. We shall never do full 

justice to the conduct of Virginians in the late war 
without making full allowance for the influence of these 
resolutions of 1798. . 

When Thomas had reached the age of twenty, and 
had made some progress in the study of the law, his 
family secured him an appointment at the Military 
Academy at West Point. He entered in 1836, and after 
a thorough and solid rather than a brilliant course, he 
graduated in 1840, ranking twelfth in a class of forty- 
two members, among whom were Sherman, Ewell, Jor- 
dan, Getty, Herbert, Van Vliet, and others who after- 
wards attained celebrity. As a cadet he was distin- 
guished for what Bacon has called “ round-about com- 
mon sense” rather than for genius, and for the possession 
of an honest, sturdy nature that accemplished whatever 
| he undertook by thorough, intelligent, persistent hard 
| work. 

Assigned to dutv on the day of graduation as second 
lieutenant of the Third Artillery, he served in the Reg- 
ular Army for twenty years, during which time he 
rendered honorable and faithful service in the Florida 
war from 1840 to 1842; in command of various forts 
and barracks from 1842 to 1845; in the military occu- 
pation of Texas in 1845-46; in the Mexican war from 
1846 to 1848, participating in nearly all its leading bat- 
tles; in the Seminole war in 1849-50; as instructor in 
artillery and cavalry at West Point from 1851 to 1854; 
on frontier duty at various posts in the interior of Cali- 
fornia and Texas, leading several expeditions against 
the Indians, from 1855 to the autumn of 1860. During 
these twenty years he was repeatedly breveted for gal- 
lant and meritorious services, and rose through all the 
grades to a captaincy of artillery, and in 1855 was made 
a major of the Second Cavalry, which regiment he com- 
manded for three years. e was wounded in a skir- 
mish with the Indians at the head waters of the Brazos 
river, in August, 1860, and in the following November 
went east on a leave of absence. 

Here let us pause, on the threshold of the great events 
then impending, and inquire what manner of man 
Thomas had become. He was forty-four years of age; 
had walked for nearly a quarter ot a century steadily 
and uncomplainingly in the rugged paths of a soldier's 
lite; had made himself complete master of all the de- 
tails of his profession ; had honored every station he had 
oceupied, and was in turn honored by his Government 
and his comrades, and was held in peculiar honor by the 
people of his own State. Virginia had presented him a 
splendid sword as a recognition of his high qualities 
and gallant conduct in the Mexican war, and the proud 
aristocracy of Southampton, to which he and his family 
belonged, esteemed him as a bright ornament of their 
soviety. He had scarcely reached home when the fearful 
portents of storm began to appear. Sharing in the tradi- 
tional sentiment of the army that a soldier should take 
no part in politics, he had never identified himself with 
any political party, and probably had never cast a vote. 
But we have no reason to doubt that he had shared in 
the general sentiments of Virginia, and deprecated any 
agitation which should disturb her social institutions 
During the winter of 1860-’61, he watched the culmina- 
tion of that conflict of opinion which preceded the war 
with the most painful anxiety, and regarded the grow- 
ing political strife as a measureless outrage, in which 
both contestants were wrong, but in which Northern 
agitators were the first aggressors. The teachings of the 
Constitution and laws relating to the subject matter of 
the contest were sadly obscured by the legal subtleties 
which were employed to defend or apologize for a dis- 
solution of the Union, The executive head of the na- 
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December 4, 1860, that “the Constitution confers upon 
Congress no power to coerce into submission a State that 
is attempting to withdraw from the Union,” and 
that “ the sword was not placed in the hands of Congress 
to preserve the Union by force.” To the officers of the 
Army this official declaration of their Commander-in- 
Chief amounted to a decree that should their States se- 
cede, neither he nor they could do any lawful military 
act to prevent it. 

Before the middle of February seven States had passed 
ordinances of secession; the Confederate government 


was actually set up at Montgomery; Southern leaders | 


declared the Union lawfully and permanently dissolved, 
and that there would be no war. Looking back from 
our present standpoint, we can hardly understand how 
widespread was the opinion, both North and South, that 
the Union was gone, and the Government was powerless 
to restore it. To an officer of the Army the situation was 
painful and perplexing to the last degree. Dissolution 
of the Union without war would carry with it the in- 
evitable dissolution of the Army, and besides the shame 
and humiliation which an officer must feel at the ruin of 
a nation whose honor he had so long defended in arms, 


he saw that he must look about him for some new pur- 


suit by which to earn his bread. What will Thomas do? 
What path will he mark out for his own feet to follow 
through this bewildering maze ’ His State had not yet 
seceded, but her heart was on fire, and no one knew how 
far she would go, nor how many would follow her in the 
work of ruin. Let us consider more closely his surround- 
ings. He was a major of the Second Cavalry, a regi- 
ment organized in 1855 by Jefferson Davis, Secretary of 
War, out of the élite of the Army. Either by accident or 
design, three-fourths of its officers were from the slave 
States. Its roster, as printed in the Army Register of 
1860, shows a list of names now widely notorious in the 
history of the war. Albert Sidney Johnston was its col- 
onel, Robert E. Lee its lieutenant-colonel, and W. J. 
Hardee its senior major. Among its captains and lieu- 


tenants were Van Dorn, Kirby Smith, Jenifer, Hood, and | 


Fitzhugh Lee. More than one-third of its officers after- 
ward became rebel generals, and others held less conspic- 
uous rank in the same service. 

The regiment had served for five years on the Indian 
frontier, and its officers, thus remote from the social and 
political centres, had lived on terms of the closest official 
and personal intimacy. It is difficult to overestimate 
the combined intluence of these brilliant and cultivated 
men upon the sentiments and conduct of each. We have 
seen already how strong were the influences of 
family, neighborhood, and early life that bound 
Thomas to his State. All these were now thrown 
violently into the Southern scale. Besides the fact 
that his wife was a Northern lady, there was no counter- 
vailing force in the whole circle of his social life. Given 
these facts and the impending conflict, what will be the 
conduct of a man possessing clear perceptions, high char- 
acter, and real nerve? He would be less than a man 
who could choose his path without the keenest suffering. 
Only a man of the highest type could comprehend all, 
suffer all, and, resolutely striking through the manifold 


entanglements of the problem, follow with steady eye | 


and unfaltering step the highest duty. While the con- 
test was confined to the politicians and found expression 
cnly in constitutional theories and legal subtleties, the 


wisest might well be perplexed. But the flash of the | 


first gun revealed to the clear intellect of Thomas the 
whole character and spirit of the controversy, and his 
choice was made in an instant. Relinquishing his leave 
of absence, he reported for duty at Carlisle Barracks, Pa., 
on the 14th of April, the day when our flag went down at 
Sumter, and less than forty-eight hours after the first 
shot was fired. 

His regiment, betrayed in Texas by the treachery of 
General ‘I'wiggs, had come North to be reorganized and 


equipped, and he entered at once upon the work. Three | 


days after his arrival at Carlisle, by fraud and intrigue 
in her convention, Virginia resolved herself out of the 
Union, and, pending a ratification of the act by a popu- 
lar vote to bg taken on the 23d of May, formed a treaty 
offensive seal Salant with the rebel government of 


Jefferson Davis. The resolutions of 1798 had borne their | 


bitter fruits, and the same day Governor Letcher, as the 
chief of a “sovereign State,” issued his proclamation, 


calling upon “ all efficient and worthy Virginians in the | 


Army of the United States to withdraw therefrom and 
enter the service of Virginia.” 

Three days later, Robert E. Lee resigned his commis- 
sion after a service of thirty years, and was followed by 
hundreds of Southern officers. Every officer of his regi- 
ment from the seceded States, save two, joined the Rebel- 
lion. Thomas was one of the two. While his brother 
officers were leaving, and at once taking high command 
in the rebel army, a comrade ssked Thomas what he 
would do if Virginia should vote tosecede. “I will help 
to whip her back again,” was his instant anewer. 

On the 23d of May, the people of Virginia enacted the 
mockery of an election to ratify her secession from the 
Union, against which she had already taken up arms. 
Their overwhelming vote in favor of secession swept 
away from our Army nearly all the Virginians who had 
not leftin April. With the news of this election, there 
came to Thomas the passionate appeals of his family and 
friends, the summons of his State to join her armies, 
and the threatening anathemas of them all in case he 
should refuse. He answered by leaving Carlisle Bar- 
racks on the 27th of May, and leading a brigade from 
Chambersburg across Maryland to Williamsport, and on 
the 16th of June rode across the Potomac in full uniform 
at the head of his brigade, to invade Virginia and fight 
his old commanaers; and afew days after he led the 
right wing of General l'atterson’s army in the battle of 
Falling Waters, and defeated the rebels under Stonewall 
Jackson. Such was the answer that Thomas made to the 
demands of rebellion. 

Before leaving this period in the life of General 
Thomas, it is due to his memory and to the truth of his- 
tory that I should notice an attempt which was first 
made in the South, amidst the passions of war, to throw 
a shadow on his good name, by declaring that he sought 


service on the rebel side, and only determined to stand 
by the Union when he failed to receive such rank as he 
desired among his enemies. 

When peace reopened intercourse between the North 
and South, these voices of calumny were silent, and re- 
mained so as long as Thomas was alive to answer. 
But when he was dead his defamers ventured again 
|to speak. The spectacle of -a grateful nation stand- 
ing in grief around his honored grave, awakened 
to new energy the envy and malice of those who 
had staked all, and lost all, in the mad attempt 
to destroy that republic which Thomas had so powerful- 
ly aided to save. I should dishonor his memory were I 
even to notice the wicked assaults made upon him in 
rebel journals, by writers who withheld their names, or 
shielded themselves behind the impersonality of a news- 

paper editorial, 

One attack, however—and so far as I know only one— 
had the endorsement of a responsible name. The Rich- 
mond (Va.) Dispatch of April 23, 1870, contains a letter 

| from Fitzhugh Lee, late a general in the rebel army, and 
| before the wara lieutenant in the regiment of which 
| Thomas was major. 

In this letter Lee asserts “that just before the war 
Thomas's feelings were strongly Southern; that in 1861 
he expressed his intention to resign; and, about the 
| same time, sent a letter to Governor Letcher, offering his 
services to Virginia.” 

To this statement I invite the most searching scrutiny. 
That prior to the war the sentiments of Thomas were 
generally in accord with those which prevailed in Vir- 
ginia, and that he strongly reprobated many of the opin- 
ions and much of the conduct of Northern politicians, 
were facts well known to his friends and always frankly 
avowed by himself. That inthe winter of 186(-’61 he 
contemplated the resignation of his commission, we have 
no proof except the declaration of Fitzhugh Lee. But it 
would not be in the least surprising or inconsistent if, 
at that time, it seemed to him more than probable that 
disunion would be accomplished, and the Army dissolved 
by political action and without war. Should that 
happen, he must perforce abandon his profession and seek 
some other employment. If it should appear that at 
that time he made inquiries looking towards a prospect- 
ive employment as professor in some college, the fact 
would only indicate his fear that the politicans would so 
ruin both his country and the Army that the commission 
of asoldier would be less honorable than the office of 
schoolmaster. 

The charge that he ever offered or proposed to offer his 
sword to Virginia, or to any rebel authority except point 





,amously false. Not a shadow of a proof has ever been offer- 
ed, nor can it be. When Fizhugh Lee’s letter was pub- 
lished, he was challenged on all sides to produce the 
| letter which he alleged Thomas had written, tendering 
| his services to the Rebellion. His utter failure to pro- 
duce any such letter, or any proof that such a letter was 
ever written, is a most complete refutation of the charge. 

A. few weeks after his first assault, Lee did indeed 
publish what purports to be a letter written by General 
Thomas, dated New York city, January 18, 1861. 

Whether this letter is genuine or not, and if 
genuine, whether printed as it was written, we 
|have no other evidence than our faith in those 
who received and published it. But waiving the 
| question of its genuinéness, and of the correctness of the 
printed text, I appeal to the letter itself. It is not ad- 
dressed to Governor Letcher, nor to any rebel authority ; 
nor does the writer tender his services to Virginia or to 
any government or person. It is a letter addressed to a 
gentleman who had advertised in the newspapers for 
some person to fill a professorship in a military college 
|in Virginia. The letter inquires what salary pertains to 
the situation. It expresses no intention or willingness 
to resign; and states as the writer’s reason for making 
the inquiry, that from present appearances he fears it 
will soon be necessary for him to be looking up some 
means of support. This letter strongly confirms the 
views I have taken of General Thomas's charaster and 
feelings. 

Since the publication of Lee’s letter, testimony has 
come from all quarters which annihilates forever all 
ground for this charge; and now, while. the witnesses 
are living, I desire to put on record at least a small por- 
tion of their testimony. General Hartsuff, now and for 
many years a soldier of whom the nation is proud, writes 
that he saw Thomas many times near the close of 1860, 
in the city of New York, and heard him discuss the 





state of the country, in company with many officers who | 


afterwards went into the rebel army. 

He says: “ General Thomas was strong and bitter in 
|his denunciations against all parties North and South 
that seemed to him responsible for the condition of affairs. 

But while he reprobated, sometimes very strongly, 
certain men and parties North, in that respect going as 
far as any of those who afterwards joined the rebels, he 
never in my hearing agreed with them respecting the 
necessity of going with their States; and he denounced 
| the idea, and denied the necessity of dividing the coun- 
try or destroying the government. This was before the 
actual secession of any of the States, when the prospect 
of war was not strong.” 

These statements of General Hartsuff are abundantly 
corroborated by other testimony. Let it be remembered 
that the question is not what were General Thomas's 
opinions of the political causes that led to the war, nor who 
was at fault in bringing on the agitation ; but it is this: 
Did he give any countenance, sympathy, or support to 
the idea of disunion or of war against the Government ? 

Listen to the testimony of General R. W. Johnson, for 
many years a gallant soldier of our Army, and now an 
honored member of this society. He says: 

“ After the surrender in!Texas, my regiment (of which Thomas 
| was major) concentrated at Carlisle Barracks. I was intimately 
associated with General Thomas from that time until the close of 
the war. During the Patterson campaign we messed together, and 





foremost and at the head of his troops, is utterly and in- | 
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| General Patterson, under whose command Thomas per- 
| formed his first duty in the field in May and June, 1861, 
says of him: “General Thomas contemplated with hor- 
ror the prospect of a war between the people of his own 
State and the Union; but he never for a moment hesita- 
| ted, never wavered, never swerved from his allegiance to 
the nation that had educated him and whose servant he 
was. From the beginning, I would have pledged my 
hopes here and hereafter on the loyalty of Thomas. 
- Gm f He was the most unselfish man I ever knew, 
| a perfectly honest man, who feared God and obeyed his 
| commandments.” 

What weightier testimony can be conceived than that 

| of his classmate and friend of many years, the Lieuten- 

ant-General of our Army, the great soldier with whom 

Thomas served so grandly in the darkest hours of the 
| war? General Sherman has favored me with a letter 
| from which I copy. After stating that he went to Wil- 
_liamsport to visit Thomas early in 1861, he says: “It 
| was June 16, the very day Patterson’s army crossed the. 
| Potomac. I hada long personal conversation with Thomas: 
| that day, and after discussing the events that then - 
| ed so heavily on all who dreaded civil war, espentatly the 
| course taken by our friends who had abandoned our ser- 

vice and gone South, I asked him how he felt. His an- 
| swer was emphatic. ‘I have thought it all over,’ he said, 
|‘ and I shall stand firm in the service of the Government.’” 
| .General Sherman also writes, under date of August 
| 1, 1870: 

“T have seen the letters published by Fitzbugh Lee, sustaining 
the assertion that at the outset of our civil war Thomas leaned to 
the South. I understand the state of his mind at that dreadful cri- 
sis, and see how a stranger might misconstrue him. At the time to 

| which Fitzhugh Lee alludes, Buchanan administration was in 
| power, and had admitted that the Federal Government could not 


coerce a sovereign State, and his Cabinet did all they could to make. 
The Northern 


| Army officers feel insecure in their offices. 
as a rule, had been unfriendly to the Army, and when the election 
Lincoln and Hamlin was complete, they (the officers) naturally felt 
uneasy as to their future, and cast about foremployment. Several 
of them, I among the number, were employed ab the. military col- 
leges of the South, and it was natural that Thomas should look to 
his friend and our classmate, Gilham, then employed at Frank 
Smith’s military school at Lexington, Virginia. omas also en- 
tertained, as you must know, that intense mistrust of politici to 
which the old Army was bred, and feared the cousyties owe of 1860 
would result in some political compromise or settlement, if not in a 
| mutual agreement to separate, in which case it is possible he would 
| have been forced for a support to cast his lot with the South- 
ern part. It is more than probable that at the mess- 
| may have given vent to some such feelings and opinions, then natu- 
| raland proper enough. But as soon as - Lincolu was 
| in oMiee, apa manifested |S deep feeling of — for all sof 
country —de ting civil war, but that the 
Union Should be saeiotained, even if e had to be for one 
| that forcible ion was t —then Thomas, all na 
| men, brushed away the subtleties of the hour, saw clearly his duty, 
| and proclaimed it—not by mere words, but by uni- 
form at = head a? his oapens and a -_ a 
murmur his native State, and commanding his men to wa 
forcible resistance by the musket.” os 


This just and masterly analysis is more than sufficient 
| to settle the whole controversy. But I cannot dismiss 
| the subject without oppocing to his slanderers the stain- 
‘less shield of Thomas himseif—his own unimpeachable 
| words, recorded by Colonel A. L. Hough, his cenfidential 
| aid at the time they were spoken. Colonel Hough says: 
“ A slander upon the wa: ofte 

| pa wee . > seenchtasaty scnsauens ie haeoiiios a. tt wee 


pe 
| given upon the authority of prominent rebel officers, 
| nied by them. It was to the effect that he was disa ated ta 
t . 


in 
| ti high d in the rebel he had for; hénce 
refusal to join in the rebellion In & conversation tou wth him on the 
otom, of foundation > not ans sap peal nea ne ond the 
| rebel authorities; they have no geruine letter of his, nor was a word 
| spoken by him to any one that could even lead to such an " 
} He defied any one to produce any testimony, written or to sus- 
tain such allegation; he never entertained such an idea, for hisduty 
was clear to him from the beginning.” 

Among these utterances of General Thomas one brief 
| sentence, simple and sublime, is an epitome of his char- 
| acter and life. It is this: “My duty was clear from the 

beginning of the war!” 

| It is not enough to compare the conduct of Th at 
| this trying period with that of Northern officers who re- 
| mained true to the flag. The real measure of his merit 
is found by comparing him with such men as Lee and 
Johnston. We have seen that on the 20th of April Rol -- 
ert E. Lee resigned his commission, and on the same day 
wrote to a relative words which will remain forever as 
the most veritable picture of his character. He said: 

‘The whole South is in a state of revolution into which Virginia, 
after a long struggle, has been drawn; and though I recegnize no 
necessity for this state of things, and would have forborne and 
pleaded to the end for redress of grievances, real or su) » yet 
in my own person! had to meet the question whether I take 
part against my native State. With all my devotion tothe Union, 
and the feelings of loyalty and duty of an American citizen, [have 
not been able to make up my mind to raise my hand against m: 
relatives, my children, and my home. I have therefore 
| my commission in the Army,” etc. 

Lee here avows his devotion to the Union, his feelings 
of loyalty and obligation as an American citizen, and de- 
| clares that there was no necessity for the Rebellion; and 
| yet, after these confessions and declarations, which sur- 
|render utterly and forever all grounds for the justifica- 

tion of his conduct, he abandons his government and 

offers his sword to Virginia and to that Rebellion which 
| he neither justified nor appaoved. His example was im- 
| mediately followed by hundreds of Southern officers. 

Every officer of his old regiment from the seceded States, 
| save two, joined the rebellion. Thomas was one of the 
‘two. Like Lee, he deplored the suicidal strife, and de- 
nied the justice or necessity of rebellion. Like Lee, 

he was a attached to his family and friends, to 

Virginia and her glorious traditions. Like Lee, he ac- 
_knowledged his obligations to the great republic, of 

which all the people of Virginia were citizens, and to the 
| support and defence of which he had istered his sol- 
/emn oath when he becamea soldier. But unlike Lee, 
| when the supreme hour of trial came, he rose to the full 
| height of the great occasion, and esteeming the sanctity 
| of his oath and the life of the republic more precious 
than home, or kindred, or State, he drew his sword to put 
down a rebellion, which, even by Lee’s confession, was 
both unecessary and indefensible. 











| ‘There was one thing in Lee’s conduct which would 


frequently con freely together in rd tothe war. I re- % : 

member to have asked him what he should do if, Virginia seceded. | have been impossible to Thomas's uature. Though Lee 

Hip wee inmcroic a the ma. “Tvl bal iy? her | wrote his resignation April 20, it was not by 
md never na . 
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Adjutant-General informing him of the acceptance was 
not written till the 27th. Yet on the 28d Lee accepted 
the appointment of major-general from the rebel Gov- 
ernor of Virginia, and the same day issued a general or- 
der assuming command of the military and naval forces 
of that State, which forces, five days before, had attack- 
ed the troops of the United States at Harper’s Ferry, and 
also at the Gosport Navy-yard, and were at that moment 
levying war against the government which he had sol- 
emnly sworn to defend “ against all its enemies and op- 
posers whatsoever.” Instead of keeping this oath, he as- 
sumed command of the enemies of the Union two days 
before his contract of service was cancelled—a contract 
which he had lately renewed by accepting from Abraham 
Lincoln the commission of colonel in the Army of the 
United States. 

If there had been no other sufficient motive, the reli- 
gious aspect with which Thomas regarded his oath would 
alone have prevented him from following the example of 
Lee. I conclude the discussion of this topic by declar- 
ing what I doubt not will be the just and unalterable 
verdict of history, that this man was not doubting Thom- 
as; that he did not need to behold the bleeding wounds 
of his country before he believed, for his “duty was clear 
from the beginning,” and he followed it without a mur- 
mur. : 

After serving through the brief campaign of the Shen- 
candoah, General Thomas entered upon a wider field of 
action, and began that career which his country knows 
‘by heart. 14 is not possible within the limits of this ad- 
dress to give more than the most meagre outline of his 
military services during the war for the Union. I shall 
itherefore attempt no more than to state the nature and 
scope € 
which he exhibited while per forming it. 


THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Tas Natsonat Guard anv Po.itics:—We give place to 
the subjoined jetter, trom a member of the First division, as 
ably expressing the view of one party in the discussion which 
has—unfortunately in our opinion—arissn in the division: 











To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sm: The National Guard of the State of New York since 
its reorganization, during and since the war, is probably the 
finest body of soldiery (excepting of course the Regular 
Army) upon the American continent In this city the First 
division is regarded as the last and strongest safeguard for 
the public against riot and insurrection, and there is scarcely 
a citizen but views with pride its steady ranks and martial | 
bearing as it marches through our streets with all the glitter. | 

** pomp and circumstance of glorions war ’’ on some pub 
lie holiday. . 

The several regiments too of the First division are not | 
without honorable records acquired in the stern duties of 
actual warfare, and have before this been the instruments in 
the salvation of the republic, as President Lineoln, in the | 
darkest hour of the late struggle, made haste to acknowledge. 
There is scarcely an infantry regiment in the division but has 
been tried in the fierce crucible of war, and not one has 
brought discredit upon its native State and city. Is it to be 
wondered at then that these regiments are anxious to main- | 
‘tain, as a division, this proud pre eminence, and to preserve 
-ungarnished their fair escutcheons ’ 

Is it to be wondered at that observing members of the Na- | 
\tional Guard view with just resentment and regret any at- | 
tempt to degrade it from its high position, and to make it a_ 
mere tool in the hands of political conspirators ? 


of his work, and to consider some of the qualities | 


| announced in this command, @ating from October 7 : 


militia afficers arrayed in uniforms borrowed from one regi- 


ment, and timing their reeling steps to the drums stolen 
And now it is predicted that this 


from another regiment. 
organization of sidewalk sentinels and gin-mill guards is to 
be incorporated as a brigade into the First division. 
will indeed be a crowning insult. 

In the days of ancient Rome, when her liberties were 
smothered in a tide of corruption, like that which is every 
day rising higher in our midst, the usurpers of imperial 
power found it necessary for their end to surround themselves 
with brutal soldiery, obedient to their beck, to crush the 
faintest aspirations after their ancient liberties in the hearts 
of the people. 
and fearfully outraged public shall rise to take vengeance 
upon its oppressors, the despots of this modern Rome will 
need their Pretorian Guards. 

To this end then must the National Guard be corrupted 
and made thoroughly subservient to the interests of the 
Ring. VI. 

We regret that our correspondent has written with so much 
bitterness of feeling, though we are not surprised that a 
high-toned man should feel as he does; for we anticipate the 
most evil consequences to the National Guard if this discus- 
sion is continued. We agree with our correspondent that it 
will be a sad day for the militia when the corruptions and 
contentions of politics are allowed to enter into its organiza- 
tions. But it seems to us that that day is hastened by just 
such expressions as those into which this writer has been 
betrayed. Our advice is to avoid the issue by ignoring the 
overtures to it. Let the National Guard organizations con- 
fine themselves strictly to military matters, as heretofore, and 
especially refuse to entertain complaint or criticism which is 
| based on political feeling or political difference. If the 
| Commander-in-Chief saw fit to allow the incorporation into 
| the First division of a political target company, it would be 
|a misfortune for him, and a piece of great folly and bad 
| poliey, but it need cause no one to blush for the good name 
jot the division; the great body of the regiments already 
numbered in its ranks will take care of that. Moreover, we 
can say that there is no probability of the Governor’s doing 
| anything of the sort. 


THIRTY-SECOND INFANTRY.—,@he following promotions are 
George 
|Mannhardt, quartermaster-sergeant Company C; Louis 
Dhuy, sergesnt Company E; Henry Mille, corporal Com 
pany E; Henry Dosch, corpotal Company E. General or- 
ders direct that hereafter captains will not allow newly 
elected non-commissioned officers to act until their election 
is confirmed by headquarters. In order to make a correct 
award of the gold medal offered to the member procuring the 
largest number of recruits by the next muster, October, 1871, 
the following regulations are fixed: Every recruit must be 
regularly proposed, snd reported “favorably’’ by a com 
mittee of the company to which he is proposed, balloted for, 
and accepted. The name of the member who enlists the re- 
cruit must be entered upon the face of the enlistment paper, 
on the line, ‘‘ Enlisted by o 
ment papers must be delivered to headquarters on the 3lst of 
December, 1870, 30th of June, 1871, and one week before the 
muster of 1871, in accordance with which the award of the 
gold medal will be made. All orders from division and brig- 
|ade headquarters will hereafter be read by company com- 





This 


In the time to come, when an oppressed | 


Copies of these enlist- | 








Mentioning no names, and raising no political issues, it is mandants to their commands on the first assembly of the 
mevertheless no secret that a political power obtains in New | same after receipt of such orders. Commandants of companies 


kk that has turned every department of which it has ob- | . 
coined control into a rnesie Tor compassing its own ends, | #re directed to prepare a roll of those members of their com- 


with utter disregard to the effect upon the department or the | mands who have attended seven battalion drills and parades 
public. during the year 1870, stating the dates of such drills or 


Seietneten, a a yee Peg oo = parades opposite the names of the members, and forward such 


this gigantic political cormorant, and made to subserve its | roll to headquarters on or before the 10th day of December, 
nal profit. Almost the last to escape its polluring touch | 1370, The case of Giehl was resumed on the 8th inst. Pri- 


to cg peony yb edng pager amy yang vate Schwab, the deputy sheriff recently arrested and im- 


the Ring,’’ powerful for evil in the hands of its master, but | prisoned for contempt of court, has commenced suit against 
no longer the proud servant and guardian of the city and the presidentof the court-martial for false imprisonment. 
ic. . 
sy poem known that in the matter of appropriations for | Cnevrons Property Worn, versus Coevrons Prorer.— 
military purposes the = partiality pty we We have received the following on the chevron subject : 
isbursing agents, the supervisors; and while a few, om 
lee cagtenate (iavored on nate of the politieal influ- | 70 te Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 
ence of some of their officers) have luxuriated in gorgeous Sin: In your issue of the 19th ult. appeared an article 
ermories, the others have had perforce to be content with | copied from the Philadelphia Sunday Republic advocating the 
their barn-like drill-rooms, while che great outside public wearing of the chevron with point upward. The writer of 
believes them to be reclining ic the $45 ehairs, and signing | that article tells an amusing story relative to the cause of the 
orders at the $200 desks, that figure so conspicuously in the | chevron being worn in the Army inverted or point down. 
supervisors’ bills. He asserts that no legal order has ever been issued sanction- 
he meddling fingers of politicians are seen too in some of | ing the wearing of the chevron in that manner, and that 
the late appointments to high positions in the Guard, and when the chevron is thus worn it if ‘‘meaningless '’ and 
others high in command are rumored not to have escaped useless. This last assertion is not quite correct, for the 
this corrupting influence. To be sure, this is but rumor; but chevron is useful in architecture, whether it be placed with 
the time was when the mere breath of suspicion directed | the point up or down. The examination of any trestle-work 
nst the commissioned wearer of the uniform would impel | bridge will convince any one in this regard; for there will be 
him to demand an investiga’ ion to clear his character as ‘‘an | geen the chevron inverted by the side of the chevron proper, 
officer and a gentleman ’’ irom the stain. | each bearing its quota of the weight and strain of the struc- 
When the unscrupulous manipulator of Erie and opera| ture. The examination of the roof of a large building will 
aspires to social and political position, basing his claim upon show, in many cases, the chevron formed by the rafters to 
ihis mysteriously acquired commission, is it not time for the | be supported midway in its branches by a chevron inverted. 
National Guard to inquire, in the language of the late | It is therefore not useless When inverted, and the meaning it 
Jamented A. Ward. ‘‘ Why is this thus?” conveys when used cabalistically is simply support, whether 
Again, on the 28th of October last, in the very last days of | the point be placed up or down. 
the late election campaign, the entire division was ordered The assertion that there never was a legal order issued 
out on a large political ‘target excursion,” so to speak, to | justifying the wearing of the chevron point down was made 
Prospect Park. There is scarcely a man among the 7,000 without sufficient examination of the Army Regulations, 
who lost their time and spent their money on that day, but | paragraph 1,503, issue of 1857 (thirteen years ago); andthe 
knows that it was done solely to “‘ make a Governor’s holi- issues of 1861 and 1863 prescribe that the chevron shall be 
day,’’ and in no wise for the improvement and better disci- | worn on the sleeve of the coat of the enlisted men of the 
pline of the eommand. Army with the point down. The regula‘ions are usually 
The attempt made upon the dy of the late election to acknowledged to be law for those whom the matter therein 
dacitly set the Natjonal Guard in opposition to the United | concerns, and those in use at present have the sanction of 
States authorities has done more than any single thing to positive law. The act of July 22, 1866, directs the Secretary 
weaken discipline and diminish respect for constituted au- of War to prepare and report to the next Congress a code of 
thority. | regulations for the Army. It provides that ‘‘the existing 
And now comes the last attempt to lessen the prestige and | regulations remain in force until Congress shall have acted 
mtterly destroy the it de corpe of the First division. on said report.’’ This legalizes the order of the Secretary 
The Bhandley Legion, a target battalion composed of easti of War prescribing the regulations of 1863. Now, Mr. 
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side pot-house politicians, parades, under the instructions of | Editor, passing by the story (upon the supposition that it, 


|like the uniforms mentioned therein, was not intended for 
the land forces), let me request your opinion: Should the 
chevron be worn ‘‘proper’’ or properly as prescribed by 
Army Regulations? Yours truly, ¥. @., 

| A member of the N. G. of Pennsylvania. 

+ Our correspondent is correct in his assertions, and the law 
governing matters of this kind is found in the Regulations, 
from which there is no authoritative right to deviate.—(Ep. 
| JOURNAL. 


Seventa Inrantry.—Pursuant to brigade orders, a regi- 
mental court-martial for the trial of delinquent non-commis- 
sioned officers and privates will convene at the armory on 
| Thursday, December 22, at 8 o’clock Pp. m. Lieutenant- 
| Colonel George T. Haws has been detailed as president of the 
court. The resignation of First Lieutenant Charles H. Dela- 

mater has been accepted, and he has been honorably dis 

|charged. William F. Taylor was elected on the 22d ult. 
| first lieutenant of Company G. Private Thomas T. Sturges, 
Jr., having been expelled by Company K, the action of the 
company is confirmed by the regimental commander. The 
following-named non-commissioned officers have passed the 
Board of Examination, and have received warrants as non- 
commissioned officers of this regiment : First Sergeant Waldo 
Sprague, Sergeant Darius Ferry, Jr., Corporals Robert L. 
Belknap, Horatio N. Bradstreet, W. B. Carrington, Wm 
Geery, Jr., Frank M. Kelly, Same! Mettler, Thaddeus Pen- 
field, Samuel E. Warren. 

Seventy-rirst Inranrry.—Drills by division in this 
command are ordered at the regimental armory on the fol- 
lowing dates, at 8 o’clock P. m.: Companies A and D, Decem- 
| ber 12 and 19; Companies B and H, December 13 and 20 
Companies F and K, December 14 and 21; Companies E and 
I, December 8 and 22 ; Companies C and G, December 9 and 
16. These drills will be under the superintendence of a field 
officer, commandants of various companies taking command 
of the division alternately. 
are directed to 
companies, 
missioned, 





Commandants of companies 
immediately prepare of their 
showing the men—com- 
non-commissioned and 
privates—who have made at least seven parades dur- 
ing the year 1870, four of which shall have been by regi- 
ment, battalion, or company, which rolls must be sent in to 
headquarters by December 10, 1870. The commandant takes 
| great pleasure in notifying the command that Mr. David 
Banks, Jr., has presented the regiment with two elegant gold 
medals, to be the property of the first and second best drilled 
men in the manual of arms, the contest to take place at the 
end ofthe drill season, and to be open tc all competitors 
The regiment is congratulated on its present strength and 
efficiency, and the commandant urges a strict attention to 
discipline, steadiness in ranks, a close application to company 
drills, and a proper setting up of recruits. These items, with 
a uniform system of instruction in the manual, will accom- 
plish the result desired. The sympathy of the regiment is 
tendered Adjutant A. T. Francis in his prostration trom the 
severe accident on last parade, and the command is informed 
of his improved health and speedy convalescence. Pending 
his recovery, Second Lieutenant Wm. C. Dow is detailed as 
acting adjutant. Hospital Steward Burke is ordered to re- 
port to Captain Osgood for duty in Company A. The fol- 
lowing honorary staff appointments are announced: Pay- 
master, S. A. Bunce, with rank of captain, original vacancy ; 
assistant quartermaster, Thomas Girvan, Jr., with rank of 
| first lieutenant, original vacancy; engineer, T. H. B. Sim- 
| mons, with rank of captain, original vacancy. Non-commis- 
|sioned staff: Commissary sergeant, J. W. Senior, vice 
Kohnen, promoted; hospital steward, T. E, Seaich, vice 
| Burke, returned to company; sergeant gf guard, C. C 
Woods, original vacancy; drum-major, N. T. Banks, vice 
Bulger, discharged. Private Winfield S. Francis is hon 
orably discharged from further service in this regiment on 
account of physical disability. 


rolls 
those 
musicians, 


nanes of 


ofticers, 





Tae First Cavatry Bricape.—It will be observed from 
| the appended General Orders from the ‘headquarters of the 
| State that this brigade has at last been virtually discontinued 

and its component parts attached to the infantry brigade or- 
ganizations of the First division. This movement on the 
| part of the State authorities haslong been contemplated ; in 
| fact, the orders for disbandment were written over a year 
| ago, but cancelled before issue, at the suggestion of the First 
| division commander, and until the present time nothing 
definite has transpired. We have long urged this cavalry 
brigade disbandment; and last June, on the occasion of the 
review before Adjutant-General Townsend at Tompkins 
Square, we again spoke of its expediency, and even suggested 
the dismounting of the troops, and a reorganization on an 
| infantry basis. The plans of the State authorities in regard 
| to the cavalry organizations of the First division have so 
| frequently changed, and the delay has been so great, that 
we had begun to think that the cavalry brigade had ceased 
|to agitate General Headquarters. We fear this disband- 
| ment will be a sad blow to the brigade commandér and his 
| famous and showy staff officers, who were wont to display 
| themselves at the head of the brigade, in ‘ Hooker’’ hats 
and buckskin trousers, making the most dashing appearance 
in line. But, alas! the edict has gone forth, the general is 
without acommand, and his staff, ‘‘ Hooker ’’ hats, breeches, 
and all, have become things of the past. The disposi- 
tion of the troops is perhaps judicious, and in fact the only 
advisable way of scattering the component parts of thel ate 
brigade organization. We trust the action of the State is 





— oo 


=—_~_ 


Decemser 10, 1870. 





| 
satisfactory to all concerned, but we fancy we could have | 


heard the clatter of the horse hoofs of the retreating and 
disbanded brigade as the State cast the following bomb in 


their midst 
GENERAL HeEapQuaRrtTeRs STATE OF NEw YORK, } 
ApDJUTANT-GENERAL’S Orrice, ALBANY, Dec. 2, 1870. 4 
eral Orders No. 28. 
"— In further compliance with the provisions of the Military 
Code (chapter 80 of the laws of 1870) requiring a reduction of the 
force of the National Guard, it is hereby ordered : 

[bat the First brigade Cavalry be disbanded, and the brigadier- 
general commanding the same and his staff officers be rendered su- 
pernumerary, and that the several regiments and separate troops 
composing the said brigade be disposed of as follows, namely 

The First regiment will be transferred to the First brigade, the 
Third regiment will be transferred to the Second brigude, the Sep- 
arate Troop *“* Washington Gray Cavalry” will be transferred to 


the Third brigade, and the Separate Troup Cavalry, Captain Karl | 


Kleim, will report direct to headquarters of the First division. 

Il. Subdivision 3 of paragraph | of General Orders No. 17, current 
series, is hereby rescinded. 

[1I. Troops E and I of the First regiment Cavalry will be consoli- 
dated and designated as Troop E, with the foll: wing-named 
otticers: Captain, — -——— ; First Lieutenant, Christian 
Hochmeister; Second Lieutenant, Frederick Heimbach; Second 
Lieutenant, Jacob Kohem yj 

Troops C and D of the Third regiment Cavalry will be consoli- 
dated and designated as Troop D, with the following-nxmed 
officers: Captain, — —— ; First Lieutenant, William 
Burckhard; Second Lieutenant, George M. Hoffman; Second 
Lieutenant, -— . ; 

All officers of the troops above specified not named herein will be 
rendered supernumerary. : 

LV. Major-General Alexander Shaler, commanding First division, 
is charged with the execution of this order. 

By order of the Commander-in-Chiet. 

; FraNkLiIn Towssenp, Adjutant-General. 

Official: J. B. Stonenovuss, Assistant Adjutant-General. 





Tue Last Agiration.—Pending the discussion now dis- 
turbing the usual calm surface of the Seventh Infantry, we 
call the attention of its members to a circular issued by that 
command, and published last spring in these columns, at the 
same time asking every member thereof to especially note 
the third clause of the preamble 

HEADQUARTERS Sevestu Recent N.G.S8.N. Y.,} 
New York, April 2, 1570, 

At a meeting of the Board of Officers of the Seventh regiment N. 
G. 8. N. Y., held at its armory on the Ist day of April, the follow- 
ing preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

Whereas, The commandant of this regiment issued an order on 
the Ist day of August, 1868, from which the following is an ex- 
tract 

** The attention of the officers and members of this regiment is 
particularly called to General Orders heretofore issued from these 
headquarters, prohibiting any member from attaching the name of 
the regiment, in any form or manner, to any communication to any 
public journal, upon any subject whatsoever. While every member, 
as a citizen, is at liberty to entertain and express his sentiments 
upon any of the topics of the day, no one has the right to use the 
name of the regiment, directly or indirectly, as an endorsement of 
his own views, or in support of his individual opinions. ‘The wel- 
fare and good name of the regiment demand that all anonymous 
correspondence of this churacter should cease.” 

And whereas, Articles and communicatisas appear in the public 
journals, from time to time, to which the name of this regiment is 
without authority attached, written by some member of the regi- 
ment who is so destitute of common sense and ordinary discretion, 
that his opinions on any subject are of no value; or by some one 
in no way connected with the regiment, who takes this method to | 
prejudice some portion of the community against this organiza- | 
tion ; 

And whereas, This is strictly a military organization, numberin 
in its ranks men of divers political and religious opinions, an 
never has and never intends to authorize any one to speak for it | 
upon any subject not of a military character; and, upon military 
matters, is only represé nted by its officers in person, or by what is 
written or printed officially over their names and signatures; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the public generally be requested to regard any 
article which may appear in the public journals, to which the name 
of this regiment is attached in an anonymous manner, as entirely 
unauthorized, and as written by some one who is hostile to the in- 
terests of the regiment. 

Resolved, That the newspapers of the city be respectfully requested 
to exclude from their eenan all communications to which the 
name of this regiment is, in any form or manner, attached, unless 
the name of the writer is printed therewith. 

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoicg preamble and resolutions 
be forwarded to the daily and weekly newspapers of this city, with 
the request that the same be published. Epwarp EAkLe, 
First Lieutenant and Secretary of the Board of Officers of the 

Feventh regiment N. G. 8. N. Y. 





Sixta Inrantry.— The court-martial ordered in this reg- 


iment for the trial of delinquents, of which Lieutenant-Col- | 


onel Schieffelin is president, and which convened at the regi- 
mental armory on Tuesday last at 4 P. M., has adjourned to 
the 13th inst. The alteration in the new regimental armory 
has commenced 

A REMARKABLE CirncuLAR.—We give the accompanying 
announcement the benefit of our circulation, though we can- 
not, we regret to say, recommend the officers of the Fifth 
regiment to pay even ‘‘ten dollars per quarter in advance ”? 
for such instruction as they are likely to receive from an 
officer who so misapprehends the purpose of his appointment 
to the honorable and responsible position of commander of | 


a regiment ; | 
CIRCULAR. 
HEADQUARTERS Firtu Reoiwent N. G. 8. N.Y., 
New Youk, October 17, 1870. | 
By request of several officers of this regiment, I will form a private | 
class of such officers and non-commissioned officers of this regiment | 
only as desire instruction in the school of the,soldier, company, | 
and battalion, commencing Tuesday, November 1, prox., at half- | 
past 3 o’clock P. M., and every Tuesday following. Lessons to last | 
at least two hours. Price of instruction, ten dollars per quarter in 
advance. Twelve lessons constitute one quarter. Every officer 
and non-commissioned officer desiring to be perfect in his duties is 
invited to join; but I would advise none to join the class unless 
they are determined to attend every lesson, as is is the intention of 
the instructor to advance the class as rapidly as possible, and 
therefore cannot be kept back by those who have lost a lesson 
Officers and non-commissioned officers wishing to join will inform 
me by letter at 404 First avenue, or apply personal 2. at the armory 
every Friday evening during this month. Respectfully yours, 
Jonny E. Benpix, Instructor. 


GENERAL Heanqgvarters.—General Orders No. 26, from 
these hevdquarters, announce the appointment of Colonel 
Samuel William Johnson, of Westchester} county, Commissa- 





ry-General and Chief of Ordnance on the Governor's staff, 
in the place of Brevet Major-General William H. Morris, re- 
signed. ‘Lhis officer is also appointed acting assistant quar~ 
sermaster-general, and will discharge all the duties pertaining 
to the Quartermaster-General’s Department until further or- 
ders. Brevet Major-General William H. Morris is directed to 
turn over to,_Brigadier-General Samuel William Johnson all 
moneys and public property in his possession belonging to 
the Ordnance and Quartermaster-General’s Departments, | 
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General Johnson, the new appointee, assumed his duties on 
the Ist instant at the State Arsenal, Thirty-fifth street and 
Seventh avenue. No important changes have been made in 
| the clerical department of the office, and everything is work- 
ing with the same admirable system which has characterized 
this department under General Morris. General Johnson is 
perhaps a stranger to the majority of the officers of the’Na 
tional Guard, particularly those located in this vicinity; nev- 
ertheless, he is an old officer of the State service, has the true 
bearing of a soldier and gentleman, and will uw: doubtedly 
conduct this important department of the State service with 
efficiency and courtesy. 

General Orders No. 25, trom State headquarters, is not pub- 
lished nor issued, welearn. General Orders No. 27 is appar- 


ently blank, and No, 28 is pul. lished elsewhere. 


Tweirrta Inrantry.—Battalion drills are ordered in this 
command atthe State Arsenal as follows: Companies C, 
| E,G, H, and K on the evening of the 14th instant, and 
Companies A, B, D, F, and I on the evening of the 16th 
instant, both at 8 o’clock Pp. m. The drum-major will detail 


|two drummers ta report on each occasion. The following 
| non-commissioned officers, having passed the board of exami 


nation, have been granted warrants, viz.: Sergeants Joseph 
O’Brien, Philip Baker, and S. H. Crook, Jr., Company I; 
Charles P. Smith, Company F ; Corporals Williaza M. Hoff- 


|}man, Company I[, Thomas Sivells, Company C, Charles E. 


Owens, Company F, and J. W. Gardiner, Company K. Wm. 
R. Gallagher, Company A, has been appointed quartermaster. 
sergeant, vice Brown, returned to Company C at his own re- 
quest. 

First Drvision.—The purport of a portion of General 
Orders from these headqnarters is announced elsewhere, un- 
der General Orders from the State, but the following addi- 
tional details are announced : 
| The commanding officers of all organizations transferred 


| will, upon the receipt of this order, report at once in person 


to’the commanding officers of the organizations to which 
they are transferred. The several brigade commanders will, 
upon the completion of the transfers and consolidations here- 
in ordered, make report thereof, in writing, to these head- 
quarters. The assignment of the riding school (Thirteenth 
street, near Fifth avenue) for evening drills by the different 
troop’, as made by General Orders No. 9, current series, from 
headquarters First Brigade Cavalry, is continued until fur- 
ther orders, at the option of the commandants of the respect- 
ive brigades. 

An OVERSENSITIVE Orricer.—We have received the fol- 
lowing communication from Colonel Heath, chief of the 
Second division staff. 

Brooxiyy, December 5, 1870. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal, 

Six: Oftentimes great, although entirely unintentional, injustice 
is done to a person by some statement in regard to his conduct 
which, while technically correct, is not sufficiently comprehensive or 
explanatory. And beeause the public press is an organ of so great 
power that it can often make or destroy a reputation. 1 have al- 
ways felt that the responsibility resting upon every honorable jour- 
nalist to see that full and exact justice was done in every case, was 
very great and constant. A journal of the high character and au- 
thority of your own is pre-eminently placed under such an obliga- 
tion, and the general tone of its articles shows your full apprecia- 
tion of the fact. Yet the unintended wrong of insufficient state- 
ment is sometimes done, and an instance in your last issue illus- 
trates my meaning. In speaking of a recent parade of the Third 
regiment Infantry, the writer says: “‘Then followed . . . an 
inspection and review in the presence of the staff of the Fifth divi- 
sion (whose commander was absent),” ete. Now I presume the in- 
voluntary thought of almost every person who read those few 
words in parenthesis was : “‘ The commander of the Fifth division 
is either a very indifferent or ees neglectful officer,” for the form 
of words implies censure, and such criticism would soon undermine 
any reputation. The truth in the case is that, that commander 
could not possibly be present. By chance, only, | happen to know 
that several weeks ago he was called by business to California, and 
has not yet returned. The writer of the article probably had no 
knowledge of this fact, but yet was it not his duty to obtain it, for 
any one of the “ staff officers” could have informed him? Then if 
his absence had been noted at all (which was not really necessary’, 
he would probably have said, “‘ whose commander .was absent from 
the State,” and so have done him full justice. Many other instances 
might be cited, but this one, which 1s comparatively trivial, illus- 
trates the point sufficiently. One other matter is suggested by 
this incident, viz., a proper recognition of staff officers. The writer 
says “the staff of the Fifth division.” Now the staff of a division, 
brigade, or regimet, if judiciously organized, is composed of com- 

tent officers who take a pride in the proper performance of their 
duties, and often do a great deal of unproclaimed work ; and they 
naturally are pleased with personal recognition, when such men- 
tion is entirely proper. Personally I have to acknowledge great 
courtesy on your part, but I have often noticed instances where I 
should Lave been glad to have seen a merited recognition of some 
hard-working and efficient staff officer. Of course no general roll 
calls of a staff can be made on all oceasions—I speak of proper re- 
cognition only. Very respectfully yours, Henry Hears. 


Colonel Heath is, we think, over-zealous in defending the 
fair fame of the ,commander of the Fifth division from an 
implied criticism. It was farfrom the writer’s intention to 
suggest that the division commander was either “ indiffer- 
ent” or neglectful of the volunteer duty of reviewing a battal- 
ion, nor did he deem it his ‘‘duty” to inquire the why and 
wherefore of his absence. Still Colonel Heath writes in ex- 
cellent spirit, and we have no objection to giving him this 
opportunity to administer to us a little of our own medicine 
in the way of criticism, though we don’t think we have espe- 
cial need of it in this case. 





VARIOUS ITEMS. 

Troop G, Third Cavalry, Captain J W. Haaren, gave its eighth 
annual ball on the 21st inst. at the National Assembly Rooms, 334 
to 344 West Forty-fourth street....Company D, Sixth Infantry, 
Captain Fred. Schoen, hold its thirty-eighth invitation ball at the 
Harmony Rooms, 139 to 145 Essex street, on the 13th inst....Com- 
pany G, Seventy-first Infantry, Captain Webber,propose to merrily 
hop on the 16th. _'The affair will take place at the regimental arm- 
ory, and will doubtless be managed in the company’s good style... . 


| The Seventh’s Board of Officers has issued the annual roll of mem- 
| bers distinguished for long and faithful service in the regiment. They 


number 45, and the oldest member noted is Captain George W. 


| Smith, whose enlistment dates back to tho year 1835, Standard- 


bearer Peter D, Braisted and Corporal Peterson stand next ip 
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line—1845. These are records we would hke to see in every regi- 
ment....Colonel Fisk, of the Ninth, proposes the organization of a 
new band of seventy-five pieces for the regiment, twenty-five pieces 
from the Opera House and fifty from the Philharmonic Society. 
Carl Patti is to be the musical conductor, and Downing, of the Sev- 
enty-first, the military leader. In this connection we would sug- 
gest to regimental music committees, band leaders, or those having 
charge of these matters, that a change of selections would be agree- 
able to the members of the various regiments of the division. Opera 
bouffe and the like are about “ played out.” The “ Victory ” march 
is the newest composition, and we trust afew more of like lively 
character will be adopted by band leaders... -Inquirer E. W. T. is 
informed that the captain or officer commanding a company issues 
| or directs to be issued all orders for company drills, meetings, ete. 

.--The recruits of a prominent company of the First division re- 
cently entertained the older members at the regimental armory. A 
short time previous to this a few transferred members “ feasted” 
and “ punched ” the members of the company, and now the com- 
pany is awaiting the next festive announcement. Gentlemen, these 
social “‘ stag parties” will do once in a great while, but their too fre- 
quent occurrence has a demoralizing effect, and should therefore be 
discouraged ; but more anon on this supject....A “Constant Read- 
er,” if such, must have found out ere this that a general rule with 
most newspapers is to avoid answering anonymous communications, 
but as the question asked is of so little general importance, we 
state for his information that the Seventy-seventh Infantry was 
disbanded in accordance with Special Orders No. 31, February 25, 
1867, and its company organizatioas, in accordance with Special Or- 
ders No. 98, April22, same year. It was attached to the First bri<« 
gade, First division, N. G. 8. N. ¥.. and made its’ last parade with 
that organization on the 25th of November, 1866....M. R. H., who 
is also anonymous, is informed that Appendix T., fourth para- 
graph, in Upton’s Tactics, gives the desired information, and that 
is the position of the adjutant when the troops “ beat off” at dress 
parade....The remains of Private Stewart, a late veteran member 
of Company K, Thirteenth Infantry, were interred with military 
honors on Sunday last at Greenwood Cemetery....A drill of the 


left wing of the Forty-seventh Infantry (Vompanles B, I, F, and E) 
was held on the 2d inst. at the regimental armory. It was ve 
satisfactory, showing manifest improvement. The regiment % 
constantly gaining in discipline, strength, and general efficiency ; 
and if every officer in the command manifes the same hard- 
working spirit and care in his instructions as Colonel Austin, the 
regiment would soon rank equal if not superior to any regiment in 
the State forces....On Saturday evening last Lieutenant James C. 
Abrams, Eighth Company, Seventh Infantry,entertained,in connec- 
tion with several members of the company,somehalf-dozen subaltern 
otticers of the U. 8. Army stationed at West Point. The reunion 
was held at the apartments of the above-mentioned gentleman, Jo- 
cated on Sixth avenue, where every arrangement had been made 
to render the short visit of the West Pointers agreeable; and the 
success of the entertainment will undoubtedly tend to cement more 
closely the friendly relations between the officers of the Army and 
our volunteer National Guard. The earlier part of the evening was 
spent in listening to some excellent vocal and i tal music 
by several gentlemen present, Professor Gozman and Mr. Foster 
taking a prominent part therein, the former by exee - 
ances on the pinno, and the latter by inimitable comic sketches. A 
fine collation was served later in the evening, and the it af- 
fair closed to the mutual satisfaction of the many gentlemen pres- 
ent, among whom were Lieutenants Post, Payson, King, Greenough, 
Bass, and Barber, of West Point; Captain Smith, Lieutenants 
Abrams and Casey, Brevet Liewtenant-Colonel and Adjutant Fitz- 
gerald, and a number of other officers of the Seventh. 











MARRIED. 


Wesster—Cox.—On Thursday, November 24, at Trinity 
Chapel, Omaha, by the Rev.J. G. Glasmann, Lieutenant Grorce O. 
Wessrer, Adjutant Fourth Infantry, to Cuartorre L., daughter 
of the late Rev. Richard Cox, o7 this city 

O_MsTepD—Jounson.—At the residence of the bride’s mother, at 
Fort Smith, Arkansas, Saturday morning, October 22, 1870, by Rey. 
John Sandels, Captain Geo. T. Otmsrep, U. 8. A., to Miss Fawnre 
W. Jonson, of Fort Smith. (No cards.) 

Mercur—Bve..—At Christ’s Church, Detroit, Mich., November 
22, by the Rev. J. W. Brown, Jas. Mrrcur, o Uv. 
S. A., to Chara H., daughter of the late Hon. A. W. Buel, of De- 
troit, Mich. (No cards).) > 

Prasopy—Dvuvanyy.—At the residence of the bride’s mother in 
Baltimore, Md., on the 3d instant, by the Rev. Mr. l, Jose K. 
Peanopy, of Maine, to Miss Joxia L. Dutany, second daughter of 
the late Colonel Wm. Dulany, U. 8. Marine Corps. 

Boston, Baltimore, and Washington papers please copy. 

Mrircse.—Piquerre.—In the Cathedral, in Detroit, on the 2ist 
inst., by the Rev. Father Hemreaal, assisted b . Fathers 
Gillease and O’Donovan, First Lieutenant Ormspy MoKwiexr 
MircageL, Fourth U. 8. Artillery, to Exrise ALEXANDRINE P1- 
querte, of Detroit. 

















DIED. 


Becx.—At Williamsport, Penn., December 4, Mary A., wife of 
Hon. John B. and mother of Colonel W. Butler, and Captain H. 
Latimer Beck, U. 8. Army. ’ 
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i 39 P Free ROW, NEW'YG SS "| Tmvorter of Ovtioal Goods 8 MAIDEN 
JOHN R. ACKERMAN & SON) M*S? ArnaS smn es Cec aoe tan ge 
j WILL BE FOUND IN can 
lish instruction in Paint- 
| DEPOSITING MONEX CHAS. A.STETSON & SONS {ing Presse NOt? German, for their ‘da 
TAILORS, IX THE /‘ - seated asta aagheaptegs crm 
y A. McC. STErTsow, P. BR, Stetson | 0 
No. 763 BROADWAY, ‘MUTUAL BENEFIT SAVINGS BANK ‘Linden Hall,” 
Ber. Exontu axp Nira Sts, NEW YORE.| 166448840 ST. opp. Olty Hell, Now York. PROPRIETORS, Moravian imtiny Or emanate 
UEAU. 
’ hing. |%. H. BENEDI © K, GRAH Rey, BUGENE A. FR . Souein B 
Army, Navy, and Citizens’ Clot | Beoretary. VT; Bae iden ayy [BBOADWAL rrr veepsonsrsssseeneere DOW YORE, Jus, Laposstes County, 7 
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SCHUYLER, HARTLEY & GRAHAM, 
19 Maiden Lane and 22 John Street, New York, U. S., 


AGENTS FOR THE 


REMINGTON CELEBRATED BREECH-LOADING ARMS. 


Manufactured by E. Remington & Sons, at Llion, New York. 

















Reasonable terms made with Dealers for furnishing the new arm or transforming Muzzle-loaders for Militia purposes. 
A UNIFORM SYSTEM AND CALIBRE FOR RIFLES, CARBINES, AND PISTOLS. 


For Militarv and S orting Purposes. 
&@ 300,000 REMINGTONS IN OF PS. = 
ADOPTED BY THE UNITED STATES NAVY, AND MANY FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS. 
RECOMMENDED AS FIKST BY 8®T LOUIS ARMY BOARD, MAJOR-GENERAL SCHOFIELD, PRE’ST—AND REPORT FULLY CONCURRED WITH BY GENERAL 
W. T. SHERMAN. COMMANDING UNITED STATES ARMY. 
EXTRACT.—‘“ Considering all the elements of excellence and cost of manufacture, the board are unani 
: mously and decidedly of the opinion that the REMINGTON is the BEST system for the Army 
of the United States.”--Report of the St. Louis Army Board, June 10, 1870. 


“ MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS IN ALL KINDS OF 


MILITARY ARMS, AMMUNITION, AND EQUIPMENTS, ORDNANCE AND ORDNANCE STORES. 
: UNION mneatete CibseipeR co. 
NONE OF THE CARTRIDGES FU aNIGBED BEE UNION MBTALLIC CARTRIDGR, Oo aaeED FIRE IS THB BERENOTON OUNS AT THE TRIAL BY THE ST. LOUIS BOARD. 


PENROSE AND CRISPIN PATENT EQUIPMENTS. 
IMPORTERS AND WHOLESALE DEALERS IN 











apne, KIFLES, PISTOLS AND SPORTING ARTICLES, PARIS AND VIENNA wancy GooDs 
ENTS FOR TH SEER 682. RICH CLOCKS BRONZES, JEWELRY. AND FINE CUTLERY 
EBR AM GRE GARNET, CORAL, AND SILVER GOODS. 
FINE BREECH, oR MU BARBED, Mae ELAM Ge 3. AE. -oaetiltbes 
GUN WADDING, AND PERCUSSION CAPS OPERA, FIELD. AND MARINE GLASSES, OF ALL THE CELEBRATED MAKERS. 
ELY’S, DIXON’S, AND HAWKSLEY’S|FINE RUSSIA LEATHER. AND CANVASS TRAVELLING BAGS. PORTE-MONNAIES, 
GOODS IN VARIETY, ETC., ETC. ETC. GLOVE AND HANDKERCHIEF BOXKS, DRESSING CASES, ETU., EPC, ETC 





DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES, AND FANCY ARTICLES. LOW’S SOAPS, LUBIN’S EXTRACTS, ETC. 
ARMY and NAVY GOODS “Conforming to U. S. Regulation.’ 


Frise Goup Kracusts, Car Ornaments, Loops, Laces, asp Har Conps. Sworps, Sasves, any Betts. Aarny Crores or ati Conons. 
ae” PARTICULAR ATTENTION PAID TO ORDERS FOR THE STATE MILITIA AS 
REGALIA AND THEATRICAL GOODS IN GREAT VARIETY. 


The Gatling Battery Gun. 
THE ORIGINAL OF MITRAILLEUSES. 


——— in Simplicity, Precision, and Range to either of the European “ Machine ag e 
by it: from two to four hundred shots per minute, with extreme a greater 
— shells from ordinary field artillery, at equal distances ay engine 
a suppression of riots in cities. 
‘or particulars ing the above most important addition to modern ordnance, which is now be- 
ing en by many Beropeen States, apply to the special agent for the Gatling Gun Company, 


CHAS. H. POND,. 
No. 179 BROADWAY. 


SPECIAL AGENT FOR' . 
REMINGTON’S CELEBRATED BREECH-LOADING ARMS, 
Recommended by the Army Commission recently convened at St. Louis, as being the First in order of 
Merit of all arms presen or 
WINCHESTER’S REPEATING RIFLES, 12 TO 18 SHOTS. 
he Best Repeaters in the worli for Military or Sporting purposes. 
JOB LOTS OF ARMS, 
titable for Volunteer Corps and Military Schools, always in stock. 
ENDORSEMENT ON Sr. Louis Report By GEN. DYER, OrpNANCE OrFiceR, WAR DEPARTMENT, July 8, sinsitl "the - 
he be Springfield, and the Sharp systems are decidedly superior to all other systems which have been m brought r4 ane Mt. re DYER, Bet. Major General, Chief of Orin ance 


HORSTMANN, BROTHERS & ~ | TO THE ARMY | AND NAVY. 

















PHILADEL 
PTH AND CH STS., ELPHIA reply to the many inquiries made daily in to Meer- 
HORSTMANN "BROS. & ALLLE eat Pipa echt that eran epoca 
e mem e Army an avy, the Plain Hungarian 
640 BROADWAY, N. Y., CE rARS . & wait y PARIS and Egg Bowls, with Weichsel Stem Pi 
MA RUPACTURERS A ND te PORTE which hold the most of Tobacco, and as the most Gamabie ond ome 


AND N NA V AL GO ODS tical ones, t being the easiest to clean; and the Hamburg 
ve our prom e Bowls, having the largest surface to show color. 

x } Being repreeented extensively in the Army and N b d d th b thereof 

vaw sabe abeyiaitons aes Gol" Loors LOOPS, LACES and CLOTH, conforming to the using meaty smokers, we are po Aad to Sevecur Pi = Wht ore one Tew equalled by gang more 

LL DRESS BELTS for all urades, from Admiral to Midshipman, now| prices ively used by the members of the Army and Navy, and therefore offer them at the following 

ar. We will sell a No. 3 Pipe for $5 and charge #1 additional for every number 


REGALIA, CHURCH and THEATRICAL GOODS. Digher ; therefore No. 4 costs ©. 6 $8, No.8 $10, etc. etc. Pipes from No. 4 


are considered fair-sized ones; from ic. > “Ls. ; large ones. 
ROAD COMPAN ress a orien at On ty ator the uniformi 


RAILRO ning of In Got Kimber touth ple anda Weichse! stem. 
NCING MATERIALS A BOXIN GLOVES. SILK, BUNTI 1 er Mouthpieces for Weichsel Stems we will sell from $lto$ 2 50a 
FLAGS. BANNERS made ‘o order. Agents for AMERICAN BUNTIN AND ae 


ten. will send by express, to collect on deliv amount and charges. 
-PPIOERS’ UNIFORM, Poca Oniror™ In conclusion, we wish to state that we will readily give every information in regard 10 Meer 
schaums, based on pha = iy ng a. experience in the trade, having received our diploma in_ 1839 by 














Both For the respective Commisai and wi!l ever uphold the fair fame we have acquired in the 
“un-Dr introduction of the Manufacture of Genuine Meerschaum Goods into this country. 
a e-ew ReGiments We will cut Pipes of any shape or design, mount Pipes, do repairing, boiling, and polishing. Also 

and Uxpress, ¢ on as | Aupber- work done ; and main of all,echarge moderate prices. 

for the , POLLAK & SON, 
Army, Navy NarowarGue MANUFACTURERS OF GENUINE MEERSCHAUM GOoDSs. 
’ ’ A SPEC Wholesale, at No, 43 MAIDEN LANE. 
ond TALITY, | STORES : Rotail 27 30 
; In which oar Latten-Box 5,846, oe = oe 


tional Guard, ARMY REFERENCES 


Prices are Low.) 0.8 . Graat, General U. 8. A. D. M. Lee, Lieutenant Thirty-eeventh U. 8. I: 
sade promptly in *| Robert Anderson. Brovet Major-General U.8. A. A. E. Woodron, Lieutenant ‘Thirty-sixth U. 8. |. 
And the Btyle of General Frank Whea Jas. Humbert, Lieutenant Kighth U. 8. I. 
RST-CLASS STYLE, Geo. Eine tee Heres tee m-General U. B.A. J. H. Kendrick, Ldoutonsnt Beventh U.8. lh 
enn, Major Captain Franklin. 8. N. 
and at OUR WORK 1D Pa Pherson, Lieutenant U. f. N 


Mioasses Pacoas, | 


pe Ja Ganningtam’P MUS. N. 5 


D MEW) IU AL LE D| i Boores — WB Parker Bosign D8, ¥, ‘ 





